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STA Key Stage 2 Writing teacher assessment 2013 - Level 4 
exemplification. 

This document is part of a suite of exemplification for Key Stage 2 Writing teacher 
assessment which covers Level 2 to Level 6. 

2013 Key Stage 2 Writing guidance and the full range of exemplification materials, 
including annotated versions, are on the Department for Education website at 
www.education.gov.uk/KS2. 

Purpose of the Exemplification materials 

Key Stage 2 Writing teacher assessment (levels 2 – 6) is statutory for 2013. 

These materials exemplify the national standards for Key Stage 2 Writing at levels  
2 – 6.  

How the materials should be used 

Teachers should use this exemplification for standardisation, as a point of reference 
when making their own level judgements, and / or agreeing levels during the 
moderation process.  

Local authorities will also find this exemplification useful when training teachers and 
local authority moderation teams as the materials exist in two versions, with and 
without annotations. 

This document contains the assessment focuses and the revised criteria to support 
statutory assessment, together with the National Curriculum level descriptions upon 
which they are based. 

If you have any queries regarding the arrangements for Key Stage 2 Writing or this 
document, please contact assessments@education.gov.uk. 
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Assessment strands 
 
For the purpose of assessing the collections of writing, related assessment 
focuses have been drawn together into three strands: 
 
■ sentence structure and punctuation 
■ text structure and organisation 
■ composition and effect. 
 
 
 
Assessment focuses 
 
■ sentence 
structure and 
punctuation 

 
- vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect 
- write with technical accuracy of syntax and 

punctuation in phrases, clauses and sentences 
 

 
■ text structure and 
organisation 

 
- organise and present whole texts effectively 
- sequence and structure information, ideas and 

events 
- construct paragraphs and use cohesion within 

and between paragraphs 
  

 
■ composition and 
effect 

 
- write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful 

texts 
- produce texts which are appropriate to task, 

reader and purpose 
 
 

 
 
The criteria encourage positive recognition of achievement in writing. Children 
do not necessarily develop uniformly across these categories, and the strands 
allow candidates to consider the relative strengths and weaknesses of a 
child’s work. When making an overall level judgement, candidates should 
consider the ‘best fit’ for each collection of writing, taking all of the strands into 
consideration. 

 

When assessing spelling and handwriting, reference should be made to the 
National Curriculum level descriptions. When assessing a collection of work, 
spelling and handwriting should be considered and used to refine judgements 
but should not be given such weight as to change or define the overall level 
judgement. 
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National Curriculum level descriptions 
 
 
National Curriculum level descriptions are on the Department’s website at  
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/primary/
b00198874/english/attainment/en3. 

 

Level  
2 

Pupils' writing communicates meaning in both narrative and non-
narrative forms, using appropriate and interesting vocabulary, and 
showing some awareness of the reader. Ideas are developed in a 
sequence of sentences, sometimes demarcated by capital letters and 
full stops. Simple, monosyllabic words are usually spelt correctly, and 
where there are inaccuracies the alternative is phonetically plausible. 
In handwriting, letters are accurately formed and consistent in size.  

Level  
3 

Pupils' writing is often organised, imaginative and clear. The main 
features of different forms of writing are used appropriately, beginning 
to be adapted to different readers. Sequences of sentences extend 
ideas logically and words are chosen for variety and interest. The 
basic grammatical structure of sentences is usually correct. Spelling is 
usually accurate, including that of common, polysyllabic words. 
Punctuation to mark sentences - full stops, capital letters and question 
marks - is used accurately. Handwriting is joined and legible.  

Level 
 4 

Pupils' writing in a range of forms is lively and thoughtful. Ideas are 
often sustained and developed in interesting ways and organised 
appropriately for the purpose of the reader. Vocabulary choices are 
often adventurous and words are used for effect. Pupils are beginning 
to use grammatically complex sentences, extending meaning. 
Spelling, including that of polysyllabic words that conform to regular 
patterns, is generally accurate. Full stops, capital letters and question 
marks are used correctly, and pupils are beginning to use punctuation 
within the sentence. Handwriting style is fluent, joined and legible.  

Level 
 5 

Pupils' writing is varied and interesting, conveying meaning clearly in 
a range of forms for different readers, using a more formal style where 
appropriate. Vocabulary choices are imaginative and words are used 
precisely. Simple and complex sentences are organised into 
paragraphs. Words with complex regular patterns are usually spelt 
correctly. A range of punctuation, including commas, apostrophes and 
inverted commas, is usually used accurately. Handwriting is joined, 
clear and fluent and, where appropriate, is adapted to a range of 
tasks.  

Level  
6 

Pupils' writing often engages and sustains the reader's interest, 
showing some adaptation of style and register to different forms, 
including using an impersonal style where appropriate. Pupils use a 
range of sentence structures and varied vocabulary to create effects. 
Spelling is generally accurate, including that of irregular words. 
Handwriting is neat and legible. A range of punctuation is usually used 
correctly to clarify meaning, and ideas are organised into paragraphs. 
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Standards and Testing Agency – Key Stage 2 Writing exemplification 2013 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Writing teacher assessment 

 - Exemplification 
 

 

Collection 1 

 

1. Instructions 

2. Letter 

3. Narrative 

4. Persuasive 
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Collection 1 Piece 1 

Standards and Testing Agency – Key Stage 2 Writing exemplification 2013 

 

 

 

 
 

   

In the lead up to the school fete, children were asked to write a set of 
instructions that, if followed, would ensure a successful and enjoyable 
day. Ideas were discussed with the whole class but writing is 
completely independent. 

Continued 

Collection 1 Piece 1
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Collection 1 Piece 1 
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Collection 1 Piece 1
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Collection 1 Piece 2 
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Based on events within the novel The Wreck of the Zanzibar (Michael Morpurgo), 
children discussed the emotions that might arise following the departure of a family 
member. The purpose of the writing was to capture such emotions and to express 
them within the genre of a letter. Here, Laura writes to her twin brother, Billy. Writing 
is independent and was completed in a single session. 

Collection 1 Piece 2
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 Collection 1 Piece 3 
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In an independent extended writing session, pupils were asked to compose 
a short story using a given title. Time was provided for the class to discuss 
and share ideas prior to writing. 

Collection 1 Piece 3
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 Collection 1 Piece 4 
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As part of Children in Need week, children were asked to write an article for the school 
newsletter, persuading parents and pupils to attend a charity event. Possible activities 
were discussed as a class but writing is independent. 

Collection 1 Piece 4
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Key Stage 2 Writing teacher assessment 

 - Exemplification 
 

 

Collection 2 

 

1. Biography 

2. My Island Adventure 

3. Persuasion  

4. Science 
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Collection 2 Piece 1 
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As the outcome of a unit of work on biographical writing, children were asked to 
compile a biography of their favourite author. They were encouraged to do their own 
research and writing is completely independent. 

Continued 
 

Collection 2 Piece 1
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Collection 2 Piece 1 
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Collection 2 Piece 1

STA-KS2-WriteMod-Un-L4.indd   15 20/03/2013   16:18



Standards and Testing Agency – Key Stage 2 Writing exemplification 2013 16

Collection 2 Piece 2 
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Having read the novel, Kensuke’s Kingdom, children put themselves in the role of 
the author and wrote their own island adventure. Writing is independent and was 
completed over two sessions. 

Collection 2 Piece 2
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Collection 2 Piece 3 
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In Design Technology, children created their own idea for an Olympic 
fashion accessory to sell to the public. In Literacy, they were asked to 
produce an article for a teenage magazine, persuading its readers to buy 
their product. Writing is independent and was planned and completed within 
two sessions. 

Collection 2 Piece 3
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Collection 2 Piece 4 
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In science, children were asked to produce a written account of an investigation 
into the way in which a shadow is affected by a light source. The structure was 
teacher modelled, but the account is independent. Notes were made during the 
experiment and these were later edited into a final piece. 

Continued 
 

Collection 2 Piece 4
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Collection 2 Piece 4 
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Collection 2 Piece 4
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