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Consultation Document: Westbourne Primary School

Sufficiency of Specialist places for Children and Young People with SEND

The Local Authority has a statutory duty to keep under review the specialist provision it makes for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). We also must ensure there are sufficient specialist places available to meet the needs of the growing SEND population.
In the last 10 years there has been a year-on-year growth of children who have an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) which has increased demand on schools for specialist support and it is projected that demand for specialist places will continue to grow across all sectors.
Establishing a Resourced Provision at Westbourne Primary School will contribute to ensuring that this demand is met.
Westbourne Primary School
Westbourne Primary School is a member of The Priestley Academy Trust. The Trust is a partnership of six primary schools serving communities within Bradford. Formed to create a strong approach to delivering exceptional primary education, the Trust enables its schools to collaborate, share expertise, and build collective capacity for sustained improvement.
Guided by the Trusts Mission — “Together, creating opportunity and aspiration for every child” — we are committed to ensuring that all learners in Bradford, including those with additional or complex needs, can access the support they require to thrive. Establishing a Resourced Provision is a natural extension of this mission: it strengthens our ability to remove barriers, widen opportunity, and provide specialist, high-quality education. 
Pupils needs are met through a mix of adaptive teaching, individual or group interventions, specialist assessments and support from external agencies. There is also an established specialist classroom called ‘The Loft’, for up to 13 pupils from Reception  to Year 6. Phonics, maths, reading and writing groups are led by a teacher and aimed at the individual needs. In addition, children have access to continuous provision including sand and water play, roleplay and a calming sensory space. Foundation stage children may also access the ‘little loft’ which is a small group area away from the classroom, providing a quiet and safe space which can be used by staff for small group intensive interactions sessions. 
What are we consulting on?
This Statutory Proposal is to establish a new Local Authority led Specialist Resourced Provision for up to 12 primary aged children with an EHCP for Communication and Interaction including Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
Why are we consulting? 

If a school wishes to make significant changes, such as changing the number and/or type of school places and/or where they are offered, they need to have a fair and open local consultation with relevant stakeholders.

After views have been sought and assessed the Academy school must then submit a Tier 1 Application to the Department for Education (DfE) which will then go to approval at the Regions Group.

Evidence of demand:

Bradford District has experienced a significant increase in demand for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision over the past decade. It is projected that demand will continue to grow across all sectors. Despite the decrease that we have seen in the birth rate within the Bradford district, regionally and nationally, the number of children and young people with an EHCP continues to rise.

The total number of children and young people aged 0-25 with an EHCP was 8,506 in January 2026. This is up from 7,309 in September 2024. 

The number of EHCPs for school-aged children and young people has more than doubled from 3043 in January 2020 to 6154 in January 2026.

Amongst primary-aged children with an EHCP, evidence shows communication and interaction needs are most prominent which the primary needs Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Speech Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) fall broadly under. See the graph below which shows the three most prevalent needs on primary-aged children’s EHCPs, January 2026.

Primary-aged EHCP cohort Primary Need: 




[bookmark: _Hlk195168864]Due to the increased number of EHCPs across the district we need to increase the number of specialist places, by creating more Special School places and Resourced Provisions to meet the needs of Bradford Children. 

How will this be achieved?

Westbourne Primary School is fortunate to have a specialist Sport, Science and Art facility in a standalone building within the school grounds. If approved, the plan is for the Local Authority to work closely with the Trust and Westbourne Primary School to renovate and repurpose a section of these facilities, whilst retaining the majority of the specialist provision.

Who will fund and ensure the project is delivered? 

The Local Authority are supporting this and will project manage and fund this development from the High Needs Capital Funding.  

This provision will be staffed and managed by the Local Authority.
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The consultation will be run from Monday 23rd February 2026 – Monday 16th March 2026 for you to share your views. 

Please click on the link or QR Code below to open the survey and to share your views on the proposal: 

https://online1.snapsurveys.com/WestbourneRP 

Or you scan the QR code below.
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If you would prefer a paper copy of the consultation, please contact the school office or e-mail: westbourne@priestley.academy 


2026	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.23984400389990251	0.21010724731881703	0.39990250243743908	2019	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.30385015608740895	0.19285466527922304	0.11550468262226847	2020	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.30956293131777851	0.18830101873151495	0.14032205060795269	2021	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.29653989133543035	0.20646268229911352	0.17615098655990849	2022	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.29112903225806452	0.19865591397849464	0.2206989247311828	2023	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.28057199211045364	0.19896449704142011	0.26898422090729784	2024	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.26271911073108167	0.19388627618640444	0.31680205215904234	2025	
ASD	SEMH	SLCN	0.2557449962935508	0.20570793180133431	0.3611934766493699	
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