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A structured programme for teachers of students who are new to English
Guidance on how to use this programme:
This structured programme has been devised as many schools and teachers increasingly find themselves having to teach ‘New to English’ pupils. 

For many teachers, this  situation brings with it new challenges, and with little time for lesson preparation, this can often lead to a panic reaction of,  ‘What shall I do with him/her/them?’

This programme  provides teachers with an easily accessible series of lessons with essential keywords and key phrases for ‘New to English’ pupils. 

The aim of the programme is to provide ‘New to English’ pupils with a structured crash course in the areas of language considered most useful for them to be able to function within the classroom and society as a whole.  

The keywords and key phrases are there as a guide. Exactly how the teacher uses them is obviously down to the individual skill of the teacher.

The comprehensible level of the input will obviously depend on the students’ level of English.     

Overview of the structure of the programme
The programme is divided into Topics. 

This list of Topics is not exhaustive.

It is not intended that the topics are gone through one at a time…there are different levels of language within each topic. The ideal lesson would therefore be one where there is a pick ‘n' mix approach. Blank speech bubbles are there to be filled in for new, additional phrases.

It is recommended that pupils who are ‘New to English’ are in class with their peers for most of the day, immersed in the language rich environment of the classroom and in addition having equal access to the curriculum. However it is also recognised that there will be times when it will be advantageous for the pupil to have a more structured English input. It is advised that this should be no more than ½ an hour a day.

In a ½ hour session, the oracy element of the lesson should take up 20-25 minutes and reading/writing (based always directly on the target language of the session) no more than 10 minutes.

It is advisable that students who are newly arrived in England (some of whom may have had very little schooling) should be provided as soon as possible with the language of the classroom, teachers’ instructions, names of objects within the classroom. A tour of the school is also advised, using this as an opportunity for language development. Some schools also provide new students with a camera to take photographs around the school. This is an excellent way of encouraging peer contact. 

This structured programme has been devised to advance language acquisition, not language learning. There are no explanations of grammar and no linguistic terms to be taught to the pupils The learner does not learn technical/grammatical terms, just the key phrases/word orders needed for communication. 

A large part of conversation depends on the ‘exchange of’ questions. It is therefore essential that the pupil is provided with plenty of opportunities to ask questions of other pupils or the teacher.

All sections are split into basic Q & A sequences using naturalistic language, eg. In response to the question ‘What’s your name?’, it is unusual for someone to reply, ‘My name is……………’ (the person replying only gives their name). 

The teacher will need to carefully assess the level of the pupil and adapt the input so it is at the appropriate level for the pupil. 

The teacher will need to carefully scaffold the language input so it is comprehensible to the pupil but at the same time advances them onto a stage further than their present level.

The focus of the lesson will depend not only on the needs and levels of the pupils but also the skill of the teacher to meet those needs. 

Below are two examples of lessons using the structured programme.

· The target language for the lessons is identified from the topics.

· Visual aids, ie photographs, picture books as well as L1 tapes are used to compliment the lesson

· The list of words, after the main oracy part of the session, using the target language are to  used as cut up activities to encourage the literacy skills of the pupils through the specific use of the target language of the lesson. Pupils will have to identify the words from the sounds and consider the correct word order.

Once again it is the skill of the teacher to make these tasks as motivating for the pupil as possible

TARGET LANGUAGE; 

COLOURS.

CLOTHES

HAVE YOU /THEY/HAS HE/SHE GOT A RED DRESS ON?

I’VE/HE’S/SHE’S/THEY’VE GOT +NEGATIVES 

IS HE/SHE/ARE YOU/THEY/WEARING A …………?
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I’ve                                      scarf

colour                                 jumper

his                                        her

am                                        wearing

it’s                                         Monday

day                                        what’s 

your                                       hello

pleased                                  to

meet                                        today             

Lesson Two (Model). (This lesson was delivered to two Yr2 pupils who had arrived from Pakistan with no English 5 months prior to the lesson)

Target Language:

Use of past tense

Adjective modification

Connecting Oracy to Literacy

Do you like? Yes/No I do/n’t like

Resources: 

Books: Not Now Bernard; Dear Zoo

Tape: Goldilocks & the Three Bears

Printed sentences: There’s a monster in the garden and it’s going to eat me said Bernard + I wrote to the zoo to send me a pet.

Story book:- Not Now Bernard: 

Teacher reads the story. The teacher scaffolds children to retell the story in sequence. The teacher listens for student use of past tense & corrects verbal errors. 

Story book: Dear Zoo: 

Teacher reads the story. Students retell the story: teacher listens for student use of  past tense irregular verbs, ‘wrote’ ‘sent’ +  modification of adjectives  using ‘too’

Teacher asks the children if they like certain animals.

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Students listen to the story on tape in Urdu and retell it in English. Teacher verbally scaffolds students L2 production

Jumbled Sentence: separate words (see above) on card from Not Now Bernard and Dear Zoo.Sts. to arrange in correct order. 
Topic     GREETINGS
Keywords & Phrases:         

                                                      

.

                                                     



                          



                           

                           


Topic    LEAVING  

Keywords & Phrases:         

                          





                          

                           

                             

Topic NUMBERS 1-100 + Plurals

Keywords & Phrases:  
                                   Add/minus/take away/times by/multiply by/divided by/even/ 

                                     odd/tens/equals

                                     Pronounciation. Counting backwards and forwards/in  

                                     twos/tens/times tables

                                     Extension: 1-1000









Topic MONEY

Keywords & Phrases






                                   
                                   


                                   

                             




Topic Time

Keywords & Phrases        

Minute/Hour/Past/To/Half/Quarter/O’clock

                        

                         

                         


                         


                           


                              









Topic COLOURS  

Keywords & Phrases       

                          


                         

                        

                                                   


Topic DAYS/MONTHS/YEAR

Keywords & phrases     

Monday etc./Day/Week/Fortnight/Month/Spring etc./Next Month/Last 

Week/Yesterday/ Tomorrow/Date/Year/Born



                        .

                         .





                          

Topic: WEATHER/SEASONS

Keywords & phrases
Hot/sunny/Cloudy/Rainy/Windy/Snowing/Weather Forecast.




.

                                 






Topic: FOOD    

Keywords &  phrases        Hungry/Full Up/ Yes Please/ No thanks? Breakfast/         

                                              Dinner/ Tea/ Lunch/ Eat.



                           

                           

                          

                           


                            

                                                  


                            



                             







Topic: LIKE/DON’T LIKE    

Keywords & phrases         

Like/Enjoy/really/Quite/Keen on/Hate

                           

                           
                            


                            

Topic: THE BODY  

Keywords & phrases         

Head/Arms/Hands/Eyes/Ears/Hair/Nose/Mouth/Teeth/   

Tongue/Body/Legs/Foot/Feet etc/Fine/Ache/Hurts/Sick                                




                          




                                                      

Topic: CLOTHES   

Keywords & phrases        

Shirts/Trousers/Shoes/Dress/Coat/Trousers/
T-shirts/Socks/Jumpers/Small/Medium/Large/New/Old/Worn 

 Out/Have you got?/I’ve got/How many?

                         



                          

                           




                            




                             

                          


                          


                          


Topic. HOUSES (A visual aid is useful for this lesson)

Keywords & phrases
 House/Bedroom/Bathroom/Lounge/Kitchen/Garden/Fireplace


                          


                          


                          

                           



Topic: SCHOOL LIFE

Keywords & phrases          

Classroom. Hall. Toilet. Office. Library. Corridor. Assembly.   

Playtime. Dinnertime. Home time. Whistle. Rules. Pencil. Rubber. 

Chair. Table. Felt tip. Scissors. Paint. Computers. Teacher. 

Headteacher

                            


                          …

                            


                          


                           


                              













Topic: FAMILIES 

Keywords & phrases              

Father/Mother/Brother/Sister/Uncle/Aunty/Cousin/ Grandfather/Grandmother



                               

                                




                                


Topic: TRANSPORT  

Keywords & phrases              


Car/Bus/Train/Bicycle/Walk


                                



                                  

                                  



                                                                          


Topics: SHOPS/SHOPPING   

Keywords & phrases           

Supermarket/Bakers/Newsagents/Buy/Bought

             :               




                             

                                                         


                              

                               

                              


                                

Topic: PASTIMES    

Keywords & phrases         

 Free time/Relax/At home/What else/How else/Enjoy/Favourite



                          


                           




                             


LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS

1. Identifying- What is this?

2. Attracting attention. Can you help me?

3. Thanking. Thank you very much.

4. Greeting people. Hello/Pleased to meet you/

5. Introducing people. This is 

6. Taking leave of people. I have to go now/I’m leaving/Are you leaving?/What time are you leaving?/What time did you leave?

7. Asking questions about people. How old are you? What’s your name?/

8. Expressing where places are. It’s on the right/left/at the end of…./

9. Asking where places are. Where is the/are the/Where can I get…

10. Asking where people come from. Where do you come from?/Where are you from? 

11. Expressing where people live. He/She lives at the end of/in                                                                                                                                               

12. Asking where people live. Where do you live?/whereabouts do you live?

13. Giving people things. Here you are/Would you like?/You can have/ Do you want?/

14. Asking people for things. Can you give/pass me/let me have/I’d like…please/

15. Expressing what time things happen. The bell goes at/the alarm goes off at/School(the lesson) starts/ends/finishes at. 

16. Asking what time things happen. When does the bell go?/What time does the programme start/begin?/What time does the train leave?

17. Expressing agreement and disagreement. I agree/disagree/You’re right/wrong.

18. Denying something. I didn’t/haven’t/

19. Inviting. Would you like to/Would you like some/Do you want to etc/How about.

20. Accepting & Declining an offer. Yes, I’d like…./Sorry, but I can’t/don’t want.

21. Offering to do something. Would you like me to/Can I/

22. Refusing to do something. I don’t want to../I won’t

23. Knowing. Do you know/What’s the answer to/I know/don’t know

24. Remembering. I don’t remember/can’t remember

25. Capability/incapability. Can you swim? Yes I can/No I can’t. Do you know how to…/Yes I do, No I don’t.

26. Certainty. Are you sure?/I’m not sure

27. Obligation. Do I have to….?/I don’t have to

28. Permission. Can I….//Am I allowed to………../You can…………

29. Warnings. Don’t…/Stop……/It is against the law/It is forbidden/

30. Assistance. Can I help…/Do you want me to help you…………/He needs help……../

31. Interest. I’m interested in…/Are you interested in

32. Fear. I’m scared……

33. Preference. Which do you prefer? I prefer

34. Intention. I want to/I’m going to/I intend to./Do you want to…?/Are you going to…………/

35. How often. How often do you….?/Once/twice  a week.

36. How far. How far is it to………..?/It’s half an hour away/It takes two hours to get there

37. Opinions. What do you think of…?/Do you like…?/I think…/I like…./

38. Promises. I promise/ I won’t forget to.

39. Apologising. I’m sorry for/ I’m sorry I didn’t mean to.

40. Inquiring about recent past activities. What happened …?/What did he/she do…/

41. Comparing. This one is smaller/bigger/better etc than that one.

42. Where things are. It’s under/on/at the side of/by/near/in/over/above

43. Difficulties. I can’t/I don’t know how to/ I don’t understand how to/Can you help me/Can you show me how to/Do you know how to.

44. People’s characters. He’s not very happy/She’s always angry/kind/nice/strange/clever/stupid/ etc

45. Reasons. I have to leave at ….because/I can’t go the ….because/

46. Tag questions. It’s very hot today, isn’t it?Yes, it is./It isn’t very warm today, is it? No, it isn’t.

47. Classifying. Put this one here/This one goes there.

48. Regret. I wish I had …./I’m sorry I didn’t………

49. Use of prepositions…in, on, at etc
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The Philosophy behind the Methodology

Instructional Conversation is the basis of the philosophy behind the methodology of this New to English structured programme.

Instructional conversation is how babies learn to speak; children to read; teachers to teach.  Language acquisition comes about through engagement between pupil and teacher.

Language, according to Vygotsky, is acquired through interaction with more competent speakers. The nature of the interaction is critical for acquisition.

The INPUT provided by the teacher must be pitched at the right level. 

The teacher needs to fill in, (repetition techniques, see below), words with which the learner is struggling, assisting the pupil, rewording what the pupils says, in order to make more complete and elaborate utterances.

Exact repetition: a technique for letting the pupil know their utterance has been understood and confirms the grammatical correctness of their utterance, (like a tick on a piece of writing).

Part repetition with addition & substitution words.

Eg. St. When I forget my mum remembers me.

T. Your mum reminds you.  

For pupils learning English as an additional language need the ‘repetition and/or reformulation of responses by teachers. These repetitions are what linguists call an expansion, recouching the utterance in the most grammatical form.

For pupils in EAL situations, classroom discourse is their major source of English language input and the major context in which they use English.

The primary focus of the talk in these instructional conversations is not on the content, but on the form of the language and how it contributes to the precision in meaning…. through the content (activity)

Through dialogue, knowledge is co-constructed and language acquisition takes place, right there and then.

Hello, pleased to meet you.


Pleases to meet  you.





             What’s your name?


              Saima             


                            








 Where do you come from?


                           ………………..











              


How old are you?


 I’m 12.








What day is it today/tomorrow?


Monday/It’s Tuesday tomorrow 











What colour is it?/the scarf?


It’s red .





What colour is your/his /her jumper etc?


My/his/her jumper is………











Have you/he/she/they got a red shirt on?


               No, I/they haven’t/he/she hasn’t got s red shirt on.


 Yes, I’ve/they’ve/he/she has got a red shirt on.




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































  


How was your weekend?











Did you have a nice holiday?  











 Where are you from? 


 Spain. 











How’s everything?








       How old are you?


                           


        I’m 12. 








  


 I have to go now, bye.


 Bye.           








 I’m off. See you later.


 See you.


                           








What time are you leaving?


 8.15.


When are you leaving?


 8.15








  I’m leaving, bye.


                                Bye.








What time did you leave yesterday?      


 8.15





What time do you have to leave?


 I have to leave at 10 because………


                            





 I wish I had more time.








I’m sorry I don’t have longer.
























































How much is it/that/are they/are these/those?


It’s//That is/They’re 


                          











What did you buy? 








 I bought








 How much did it/they cost?


 It/they cost………………..                           


  











What else would you like to buy?  I’d like to buy











Is that all?/anything else?


Yes thanks/thank-you





That’ll be …………..





Have you got the right change?


Yes, I have/Sorry I haven’t got the right change








 Have you got any change?


 Have you got anything


 smaller?








What do you have to buy?


 I have to buy……………….








What did you buy?


 I bought………….











Can/Could you give me some money for……..?









































I need ………….pounds for the school trip








 What time is it?/What’s the time?


 It’s








How long does it take?


It takes..








How long does it take to ……………? 


It doesn’t take long to ………………


                          











Have you got the time?


Yes it’s…………………….


No, sorry I haven’t.  








Could you tell me the time please? Yes, it’s…………………


Sorry I haven’t got a watch











What time does the programme start/begin?


 It starts at…………..


                           











When does the bell go?


 It goes at………………..


                           





 The alarm goes/went off at











Have you got time to do…………?











What time does school start/finish? It/School starts/ends/finishes/at ……














What time do you have to go to ……………?


I have to go to the ….at……………











 What time is your appointment?











What time is he coming?


                                                                              He’s coming at …………….















































  


 What colour is it?/the scarf?


  It’s red .


                         











Which colour do you like best?  Blue








                       


 What is your favourite colour?


 Red.











Which colour do you prefer……?


 I prefer……………………











    That colour suits you.











I like this colour more than that one.











What day is it tomorrow?


Monday/It’s Monday tomorrow








What day was it yesterday?


Tuesday/ It was Tuesday yesterday.








What’s the date today?


Monday the 4th of January/the 4th of January/the 4th.


                          





 


When are you going on holiday?


In a fortnight’s time/next month


 











When are you going to London?


On Tuesday..


                          





                         


Where have you been?


I went to London last week.














What year were you born in?


1969


When were you born?


 1969





                         


What’s your date of birth?


4th of the 1st 1969., 


                           








It’s cold etc. today.


It was cold  etc. yesterday.


                         











What’s the weather forecast for tomorrow?


It’s going to rain .


It’s going to be sunny.


                         








What is the weather like in Winter?


In Winter it is …………………





     It looks like it’s going to rain. 








It’s very hot today, isn’t it? Yes, it is.








It isn’t very warm today, is it? No, it isn’t
































Would you like a/some………….?


Yes please/No thank you


                           











Do you like …….?


Yes I do/ No I don’t











Are you hungry?


Yes I am/No, I’m not.





  What would you like to eat?


   I’d like ……………………


                           








Can/Could I have ……………..?








What did you have for ………..?


 I had …………………….


                            





Do you want/to eat…………..?


Yes/No





You can have……………








Can you pass me………………….





I haven’t got any………….








Can you give me the …………  








How about some………….?








I’m thirsty, can I get a drink please?





It’s tasty.








 Would you like some more?


 Yes please./No,  I’ve had enough


  thanks.














What’s your favourite food/


 ……………… is my favourite food














We ate out last night.     


                            









































Do you like ……….?Yes I like………….


No, I don’t like ……


 I quite/really like……


 I’m not sure………





Do you enjoy………………?


No I hate……………………


                           





I agree/disagree….


You’re right/wrong








Did you like….


Yes I liked/No I didn’t like…..











 Would you like to………….? 


 Yes I’d like to……………..


                            








Sorry but I can’t/don’t want to….





  I’m scared of………….








What do you think of …………?


 I think………………………                             





What’s the matter?/Are you all right?


I have toothache.


                          











Are you all right?


Yes, I’m fine.


No. I feel sick.


No, I’ve got a headache.


                          





My neck aches/hurts.





What happened to your leg?


                            





She’s been off sick/poorly for two weeks.











 What did you do?


 Tomorrow I have to go to the doctor’s.





Do you feel any better?


 I hope you feel better.











Have you got any pain?


Whereabouts is the pain?

















Are you taking any medicine for it?  











What colour is your/his /her jumper etc?


My/his/her jumper is………. 











This jumper’s too small etc.


Have you got any larger ones?





      Do you have any other colours?








How many pairs of shoes have you got?


                                                                                   I’ve got…….








What size shoe do you take?


 I take size…………………


                           





This shirt is better than that one.








The trousers are under/on/by/near/in….





His shoes are bigger than hers.


                            





Where does this go?


 It goes here/there.











 Put this one here/there/over there….








Which shirt are you wearing today.?








      She’s got a red top on.








        That skirt suits you.








I like this shirt better than that one.








What’s your address?


 I live at/My address is   ………


 He /she lives in





 Where is the /are the……………………?


 It’s on the left/right/at the end of the/at the bottom of the………….


                           











Would you like to come to my house?


Do you want to come to my house?


                          








The mirror is above/over the fireplace….








Do you have a garden?








Have you got your own room? 







































































Where do you live?


 I live in 


                           





Whereabouts do you live? 








 Where is the /are the……………………?


 It’s on the left/right/at the end of the/at the bottom of the………….


                           











Would you like to come to my house?


Do you want to come to my house?


                          








The mirror is above/over the fireplace….








Do you have a garden?














Have you got your own room? 

















Do you know/what’s the  answer to 


know/don’t know


I don’t/can’t remember








Are you sure?


Yes I’m sure/No I’m not





Do I have to………?


 I don’t have to………….


                         








Can I………………..?


Am I allowed to…………  


You can/are allowed to…….. 


                         





  If you need help…………..





Do you need any help……………?








I don’t understand how to……………


                            





Can you help me………./show me how to……..


                             





Do you know how to……………..?








Are you free after school?


Yes, I am/No, I have to go to………





What time is playtime/dinner time/ home time?


 It’s at …………………














What time does the bell/whistle go? It goes at …………………….











 


Do you know the school rules?


 Don’t run, don’t shout etc. 














Can you lend me a rubber/some scissors?


 Lend me a rubber etc.  





















































What’s your name?


                         Sami….…………





What is your father’s/mother’s/brother’s etc. name………                               


 My father’s name is ………………


                               





 


How old is your father/etc?


 My father/he is ……….. years old.


                                














When were you/was she/etc  born?


 I was born in ……………….





Have you got any brothers and sisters?


Yes I have…………/No, I haven’t got any……..


                               








How many brothers/sisters have you got?


I’ve got …………………………..





     He’s not very happy.














What does your father/mother do?  











She’s always/often/never/sometimes/ 


                               angry/kind/strange/clever/stupid etc.


                                 














How do you come to school?


 I come to school by ………….





  Do you walk to school?


  Yes I do/No I don’t.


                                








Have you ever been on a train? 


Yes I’ve been/No I’ve never been on …….


                                            


                                








Where did you go to on the train?


I went to …………………..





Where can I get the bus to…?


                                








What time does the bus/train leave?





 How long does it take to get there?   


It takes two hours to get there………….





How far is it to…………………?


It’s half an hour away…………….


                                








  


I’m sorry for being late.


  I’m sorry I didn’t mean to be late.








Where is the bus/train station?





How much is the fare/ticket?








Can  you tell me how to get to……?











Can I help you?


 I’m just looking thank-you.








Can you help me please I’d like to buy…?








Have you got any a………… ?








Which supermarket do you go to?








How often  do you go to the supermarket?


                            





Who do you go to the supermarket with?








What do you buy/did you buy at the supermarket?








What can you buy at the newsagents/bakers?











Don’t forget to buy some apples.


I won’t forget.








These apples are bigger than those.


These are the biggest apples.





Have you got any cheaper ones?


     








What do you like to do at home?


 I like to ………………….





 


How do you relax at home?


 I like to………………….  


                          








 


What else do you like doing?


 I also like  ………………… 


                           








 


How else do you relax?


 I also like to………………


                        








Do you enjoy swimming?











Do you know how to………


Yes I do/No I don’t                              


                       





Can you swim?


Yes I can/No I can’t


                       





What is your favourite……………..?                       





 Are you interested in…………?


I’m interested in………………


                             








How often do you………….?


                             








I can’t go to the ……………  because…..                                         








What’s your name?


Sam.





  How are you?


  Fine thanks, and you?


  How are you?


  I’m OK/very well/not bad.  


                           








Hiya


Hi .


                           Hi.    





Hello, pleased to meet you.


Pleased to meet you.














Hello








   Where do you come from?


                          


   Spain.











What’s new?
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