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Student Voice and Leadership Linking Conference 2025
Dear colleague,
We’re delighted to invite you to join this year’s Student Voice and Leadership Linking Conference. 
You will find below the information you need to prepare for the event. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if there are any further details you need.
Friday 5th December
9:30am - 2pm
City Hall

Aims
· This free event for local secondary school councils, student leadership groups or students with leadership potential. Young people will explore what student voice means in their school setting, share ideas and learn new skills. They will also meet with elected members of Bradford Council.
· We're committed to ensuring that young people’s voices are heard and listened to and want to help students understand how best to make that happen in their own school.
· Each school can bring up to 8 students from whichever year group they choose. Schools can select the students they feel will benefit most from the day. 
· Please see the attached booking form, information and risk assessment for further information or to reserve spaces for your students. 
The event is free for schools.
How will the day work?
· You will identify a small group of students from your school to attend the event (up to 8 per school but it can be a smaller group). 
· Your students can be from any year group.
· Complete and return the booking form to Liz Firth at The Linking Network.
· You can share the brief PowerPoint (or just the questions we want the students to think about) with your students before they attend the conference. We will send you this when you book a place.
· You will bring your students to City Hall in Bradford on Friday 5th December at 9:30am. We will finish by 2pm. If you need to arrive later or leave earlier than these times to fit in with your school day, please let us know. We’ll have some light refreshments for you and your students for a break mid-morning, but we anticipate that your students and staff will bring a packed lunch and drink to eat lunch at the event.
· During the session we will be working in small groups and students will work in a mixed group with students from the other schools participating. We want everyone to feel comfortable and have a positive experience of the day and we will have a breakout space available for students who need it. 
· We want the event to be inclusive so feel free to bring those students who you feel would benefit the most from the event, they do not have to be elected student leaders.
· We may wish to record video and take photos on the day. Featuring in these will all be optional, but we would need school to confirm that parental permission has been granted for any photos or video footage which students want to participate in. These may be shared with our funders (including National Lottery and Bradford Council) and on our website.
· There will be a workshop during the day where we will invite groups of students to share something that they have done in school relating to student voice which they’d like to share with others. Students will be sharing their experience at tables in small groups as part of a conversation – they will not be presenting from the front of the room to all the participants. They might for example, share how they listen to other students in school, how they have responded to a concern or an event outside of school.
· Students will have the opportunity to meet with elected members of Bradford council during the day. Students and councillors usually find this session enjoyable and interesting so please encourage your students to consider what questions or issues they’d like to raise with the elected members.


Important Information
· City Hall is a Bradford Council run and owned building. We cannot complete a risk assessment on your behalf but can answer questions you may have to help you complete any necessary paperwork you may have. All The Linking Network staff have enhanced DBS certification. We have shared as an attachment below the Risk Assessment for school groups for City Hall.
· Parking for minibuses in Bradford centre is very restricted. We strongly encourage you where possible to travel by taxi or to be dropped off and picked up near to City Hall. If you need to park during the day, there is parking for buses on Nelson St alongside the Interchange.
· The building is fully accessible for anyone with access needs and has disabled toilets. The room we are using is level with no steps. We will offer a tour of the building which will involve a staircase but can arrange for any students with access needs to join via the lift.
· If you have brought students along to participate in this event in previous years you will find that some elements are similar but the content will be new so any students attending again should still find it a useful day.
· The main organiser for the day will be Liz Firth from TLN.
· Please contact Liz with any queries you have Liz.firth@thelinkingnetwork.org.uk or 07876794453
· Please confirm with Liz that you will be participating and numbers of staff, numbers of students and year group you will be bringing and any specific needs your students or staff may have on the form below which you can return by copying and pasting into an email.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

Booking Confirmation
Name of School
Lead member of staff
Email
Mobile
No of students attending (Max 6 per school)
Year group (or age range of students)
Any access needs we need to be aware of?
Any adjustments or provision we need to make to enable your students to participate?
Would your students be willing to share an example of Student Voice in action during the day?
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