Top Ten Tips for Portage Home Visitors

	Family Focus
1. Partnership 

	Take time to - 

· Build trust

· Form a relationship

· Negotiate

· Compromise

· Share expertise

	2. Provide information and signpost –

	· DLA

· Family Fund

· Benefits Advice

· Local CC

· Housing

· Groups & services

	3. Celebrate
	Highlight – 

· Strengths & skills within the family

· What the child can do

· Look forward

	Child Led Play

4. Holistic Assessment 
	· Multi agency working

· Joint visits

· Sharing information

	5. Observations
	· Child’s interests

· Parent’s knowledge

· Daily routines

	6. Planning
	· Baseline assessment

· Planning together with family next steps/goals

· Developmental profile

· Record keeping

	Structured Teaching

7. Clear language
	· Who does what

· Behaviour 

· Conditions

· Degree of success

	8. Task analysis
	· Small steps to success

· Change goal if necessary

· Fail safe learning

	9. Toys/resources
	· Developmentally appropriate

· Reflect child’s interests

· Stimulating and accessible


	10.          Have lots of fun playing and learning!
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