
Phonics is fun 

How to include young children with special educational needs 

in daily phonics
Learning phonemes holds a central place in early years education but it is important to remember that time needs to be spent ensuring that children are ready to acquire phonics skills.
By exploiting the creative opportunities in Phase One of Letters and Sounds, we can teach children to develop the foundation for phonics:-

 to listen, to engage in conversation and to take turns. 
These skills can be usefully developed in small groups or focused activities based in areas of provision whilst also woven into freely chosen activities. Phase One provides ideas to be used during all phases of 
phonics acquisition.
	

	A language-rich learning environment supports a fully inclusive approach to teaching phonics in a motivational and inspirational way.
Phonics can be anywhere and everywhere!


Phase One of Letters and Sounds provides a wide range of activities to engage young children in developing skills which underpin the successful acquisition of phonemes. Activities cover discriminating sounds, 
rhythm and rhyme, alliteration and oral blending and segmenting. 
These are demonstrated on YouTube where there are lots of fun ideas.
“…the overarching aim is for children to experience regular, planned opportunities to listen carefully and talk extensively about what they hear, see and do.” (p. 5)

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf
The original Rose Review (2006), which supported systematic daily phonics, described the importance of providing: 
“Imaginative and skilful teaching that engages and motivates children.” 
“Much good work was evident where young children were actively and fully

engaged in developing this awareness within a broad and language-rich

curriculum. This work exploited the power of play, story, songs, rhymes and

drama to familiarise children with letters, words and sounds.
Time was also provided for children to talk with adults and each other about their experiences and feelings in ways which enlarged their vocabulary and

stimulated their interest in reading.”
All young children, and especially those with special educational needs, 

require a rich language base on which to build phonic knowledge:
“For most children, high quality, systematic phonic work should start by the age of five, taking full account of professional judgments of children’s developing abilities and the need to embed this work within a broad and rich curriculum. This should be preceded by pre-reading activities that pave the way for such work to start.”
“Phonic work for young children should be multi-sensory in order to capture their interest, sustain motivation, and reinforce learning in imaginative and exciting ways.”
Rose, J. (2006) Independent Review of the Teaching of Early Reading: 
Final Report. London: Department for Education.
But what about the phonics check?????

Phase Two phonics is being taught at an increasingly young age before many children have developed the prerequisite skills in speaking and listening.

This results in missing out on valuable time to access continuous provision listen to stories and rhymes and have FUN!
