Bradford Portage referral Policy 2011
Referral criteria –

· The child should be between 0 and 42 months of age
· The child will be showing signs of developmental delay or have a condition known to be linked to delay.

· The delay may be general affecting all areas of development or it may be more specific e.g. delay in language and social skills

· Early referral to the service is advisable.

Who can refer to Portage?

Bradford Portage operates an open referral system.

With parental permission referrals are accepted from - 

· Parents/carers
· Health practitioners

· Early years practitioners

· Community Paediatricians

· Physiotherapists

· Family Support Workers

How do you make a referral?

Speak to the family explain the service and gain signed consent for a referral.
Complete the Request for Early Years 0-7 SEND Pathway Services form -

https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/CMSPage.aspx?mid=1892 

Please provide as much information as possible about the child, contact details for the family and if an interpreter is required.
What will happen next?
Once a referral is received a letter goes out to families giving information about

· Portage Education & Support Groups

·  the waiting list 

· the Portage initial visit

· the response time

· An initial visit will be made to all families on receipt of a referral

Is there a waiting list?
If the service is full there will be a delay before a Portage Home Visitor can be allocated.

How are referrals prioritised? 
Referrals are triaged according to -
· Date of referral
· Age of child
· LAC status
· Receiving Portage from another authority
· Needs of the child
· If the child is in a setting
