Pupil Premium eligibility
From 2012-13, pupils eligible for the Pupil Premium include those:

· in care who have been continuously looked after (LAC) for six months; or
· who are currently registered as eligible for free school meals (FSM); or 
· who are no longer eligible for FSM but have been recorded as eligible in the last six years (“Ever 6” FSM). 
In addition, we award Service Child Premium to those pupils:

· whose parents are currently serving in the Armed Forces and exercising parental care and responsibility
; or
· who were eligible for the Service Premium in 2011-12 but would otherwise cease to be eligible in 2012-13; or 

· whose parent has died in Service and the pupil is in receipt of pensions under the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme (AFCS) and the War Pensions Scheme (WPS).

Pupil Premium allocations
Pupil Premium allocations are based on information from the January school census, from the local authority looked after children return (SSDA903) and pensions data from the Ministry of Defence (MOD). For local authority maintained schools Pupil Premium funding will be channeled through the relevant local authority, while Academies will receive the funding from the Education Funding Agency (EFA).

Identifying eligible pupils – information for schools
Looked after children 

Schools should know which of their pupils are Looked After Children, but can confirm with the local authority if they are unsure whether the pupil had been continuously looked after for six months and so is able to attract the Premium .

FSM pupils

Schools should be able to identify those currently eligible for FSM using information recorded on the January school census return.

To assist schools identify their “Ever 6” FSM pupils, the Department provided a download of pupils' FSM histories in February 2012 via the Key to Success website (https://www.keytosuccess.education.gov.uk ). The data is available in two formats: a partial Common Transfer File (CTF) which can be used to update pupil records within Management Information Systems (MIS) with historical FSM eligibility and also a CSV (Comma-Separated Value) spread sheet for easier data analysis. 

The Common Transfer File (CTF) should pass between schools when pupils move and will transfer any historical FSM eligibility obtained via the download, plus any subsequent eligibility since the download. It is important therefore that schools download the FSM histories. Full guidance on the download is available on the department’s website (http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/p/pupil%20premium%20download%20guidance.pdf).
Once schools have imported the download into its system, if they ensure that all pupil transfers are accompanied by a CTF, then the download should not need to be repeated in the future and you will be able to use your management information system to identify previous FSM history. 

In some circumstances, schools may find that a pupil’s previous school did not download the historical FSM eligibility information onto their system. In this case, the school will need to download the information for this pupil (there is no new download – schools will still need to use the download provided last February).

It is important also that pupils moving between schools are accompanied by a Common Transfer File so that the receiving school has access to the relevant data. We would encourage schools to approach the previous school for the data where this has not been passed on.

Service children

Schools should be able to identify children whose parents are currently serving in the Armed Forces using information recorded on the January school census return. The Department recognises, however, that schools may not know the identity of those previously but not currently eligible for the Service Premium or in receipt of a, relevant, child pension from the Ministry of Defence. Therefore, in December 2012, the Department provided schools with a list of pupils eligible for the Service Premium 2012-13 under these two additional categories. This stand-alone spread sheet was sent via the Key to Success website. It is important that schools download the list so as to identify which pupils they are receiving Service Child Pupil Premium. This will enable the school to offer targeted support to the correct children. For the 2013-14 financial year, the Department intends to provide an update of the data for these categories later in the year so that schools will know which students are eligible for the Service Premium in 2013-14. 

Identifying eligible pupils – information for local authorities
The Department provides local authorities with a list detailing the number, but not the names, of pupils eligible for Pupil Premium attending each school in their local area. This enables the local authority to correctly allocate the Premium to schools. 

Purpose of the Pupil Premium
It is for schools to decide how best to spend their Pupil Premium funding and which students they wish to target in order to raise attainment and narrow the gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers. 

Schools are held accountable for the decisions they make in relation to the Pupil Premium through:

· the performance tables which show the performance of disadvantaged pupils compared with their peers

· the new Ofsted inspection framework, under which inspectors focus on the attainment of pupil groups, in particular those who attract the Pupil Premium

· the new reports for parents that from September 2012 schools have to publish online. These require maintained schools and new academies to publish information about how they use their Pupil Premium and the impact it is has had.  This requirement is set down in the The School Information (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2012.
In the statement they publish, schools must include: 

· How much Pupil Premium funding the school received in the previous academic year;

· How it was spent and the impact it had;

· How much Pupil Premium the school expects to receive in the coming academic year;

· How the school plans to spend the funding in the coming year.

The exact format of the final reporting statement is up to the school. You will see that there is no requirement for schools to publish data about individual children. Schools will need to report their Pupil Premium information in academic years. 

You can find more information on the Pupil Premium online reporting requirements at:

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/toolsandinitiatives/cuttingburdens/a00208330/faqs-about-changes-to-school-information-regulations
Information relating to Pupil Premium 2013-14 including illustrative allocations is available here:

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/financialmanagement/schoolsrevenuefunding/a00218077/funding-settlement-2013-14 

� To be recorded as a Service Child the parents must be designated as Personnel Category 1 or 2. The category descriptions can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-status-category-definitions. 


However, all parents will be aware of their Personnel Category. 








