Phonics Guidance for Hearing Impaired Children in Mainstream Schools
General Guidance
· The hearing impaired child will need to have a clear view of your face

· ensure they are sitting close to and facing you

· do not have your back to a window

· speak at your usual pace
· lighting levels need to be considered
· However lip-reading is a limited skill

· Many sounds look familiar on your lips -eg 'p' and 'b'
· words that sound different can look similar on your lips - eg 'pan' and 'man'

· some sounds have no clear lip-patterns as they are made in the mouth or throat – eg. 't', 'd', 'n', 'k' and 'g'
·    Children need lots of opportunities to physically manipulate letters using magnetic boards and letters, letter fans, interactive whiteboards and phoneme frames
·    Consideration needs to be given to pairings and groupings the hearing impaired children will work in

·    Kinaesthetic and visual formats need to be used alongside listening activities

·    Audiological equipment - hearing aids, radio aids, soundfield systems - need to be used and working to give the hearing impaired child the best possible access to sounds

·    Attention needs to be given to noise levels both within and outside the classroom

·    A hearing impaired child may benefit from pre and post tutoring sessions to pre-teach/reinforce new sounds and words

Letters and Sounds - Phase 1
· Phase 1 is particularly relevant for hearing impaired children.  A hearing impaired child may have had less listening experience than their hearing peers. 

· Some hearing impaired children will benefit from more exposure to the activities in Phase 1

· It is important that the hearing impaired child learns to detect and discriminate sounds before they can identify them 

· Phase 1 may need to be extended beyond the usual time scale and can run alongside other phases for as long as is needed

· Initially sounds need to be close to child and not in the distance

· A hearing impaired child may have problems walking and listening

· Sounds need to be loud enough for the hearing impaired child to hear (ask the Support Teacher for Deaf Children who works with your school)
· Use sounds with good contrast initially

· A hearing impaired child may take longer to identify  the sound they need to be listening to.  For example an instrument may need to be played for longer
Letters and Sounds - Phase 2
· Hearing impaired children hear some sounds better than others.  Ask the Support Teacher for Deaf Children who works with your school for a list of sounds that the child in your class can/can't hear

· Single phonemes could be introduced in a different order - 's' 't' 'p' are often the hardest sounds to hear and may not be the best to start with

· The pace of introducing 19 letters in 6 weeks may be too fast.  One set of letters may need to be consolidated before moving on to the next
· A hearing impaired child may have less experience of listening to songs and stories and identifying  rhymes

· Some CVC words may be unfamiliar to the hearing impaired child.  Use familiar vocabulary and visual cues where possible

· The high frequency words introduced may not be in the hearing impaired child's vocabulary.  Select those they use initially.  The others can be re-visited at a later date

Letters and Sounds - Phase 3
· It is not advisable to start phase 3 until the hearing impaired child has mastered the skills taught in phase 2
· Some of the 'tricky' words may not be understood because they are fleeting, contain high frequencies or, developmentally, may be acquired later

· Learning 'tricky' words in patterns is useful for hearing impaired children

Letters and Sounds - Phases 4, 5 and 6

· On the completion of phase 3, the essential skills - identifying, blending, segmenting and manipulating of sounds and letters - progress will generally proceed as expected in Letters and Sounds
· Continue to bear in mind the General Guidance for these phases
