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Quality First Teaching Tips for Deaf Students in Special Schools 
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If you teach a student with any level of deafness in a special school we recommend the following strategies. These approaches benefit all pupils but are particularly helpful for deaf students and form part of Quality First Teaching. Further information and advice is available on Bradford Schools Online.
Planning lessons
	Pre-teach key vocab

Every member of staff needs to know and use the appropriate mode of communication for each child. They should know which children need speech, signs, objects of reference or symbols. 

Explicitly teach key vocabulary in the child’s identified mode of communication but also support it with speech, symbols and/or signed language if this is appropriate. Revisit new vocabulary frequently throughout the day. 

Share key topic vocabulary in signed language with all staff and display this in an easily accessible place in the classroom to ensure all staff feel confident in using these signs. Consistency and repetition are key for language acquisition. 

	Focus on communication

Deaf children often have delayed social communication skills. Plan opportunities for peer-to-peer interaction and model or scaffold these interactions to provide additional support. 
If children are not able to hear their peers provide visual opportunities and sign what others have said.

Skills such as giving eye contact, looking at faces for facial expressions and lip patterns, gaining attention and turn taking are often delayed. 

Intersperse teacher talk with individual/group activities. Listening with a even a mild deafness can be very tiring. 


	Free up mental capacity

Deaf children use extra mental effort to listen and process language. Providing timetables, visual routines, now and next boards and written instructions allows them to focus more on understanding, learning, remembering information, and taking part in classroom activities.


	 Maximise visual material 

Explanations are hard to follow, demonstrate skills and behaviours clearly.

Find simple videos or pictures explaining concepts to support learning and prompt memory. Remember to consider access to the commentary if children require captions of signed language.





Delivering Lessons

	 Hearing Technology
Ensure the child’s hearing aids are working at the start of every session (more frequently if you notice any differences in their responses to sounds).  
Check that radio aids are charged and connected.
Remember that hearing technology improves access but does not restore normal hearing.
Report any concerns about equipment immediately to the Teacher of the Deaf.
	Get the pupil’s attention
Before giving important information, always ensure the pupil is looking at you and ready to listen. 
Lightly touch the child’s arm or make eye contact before speaking, move into their line of sight or tap them gently on the arm to ensure they are aware of you before speaking.

	Student position
Sit any deaf students near the front so they have a clear view of the teacher and the best opportunity to see signed language and lip patterns. This also optimises their access to spoken language.
Reduce background noise when working at tables or in small groups by spacing groups as far apart as possible and using furniture to create partitions. If possible, use breakout rooms and additional spaces to allow smaller groupings and therefore less noise. 

Some deaf children can be hyper vigilant as they lack the early warning usually provided by hearing. They may benefit from a position where they can see the whole room, the door, and key people moving around the classroom, reducing the need to constantly monitor their environment.
	Check in with the child
Deaf children are not always aware or may not alert you to things they have missed. Check understanding frequently. 
Instead of did you hear that? Ask “What did I say?”
Before the child begins ask ‘What do you have to do?’

During lessons “can you explain how to xxx?”

When leaving the classroom check children know where they are headed, “Where are we going?”

Paraphrase what the other pupils say in discussions so the deaf child is able to access this. 

	Teaching position 
Ensure your teaching area is well lit but do not position yourself in front of windows as your face will be in shadow.
Sit or stand still directly facing the student so they can lip-read or make use of facial expressions or body language and see signs and symbols. Turning away to write on a board makes your voice quieter and removes cues so ensure you talk or write.

	 Reduce background noise
· Turn off any music or videos that are playing unless they are part of the lesson.
· Use headphones for computers and iPads.
· Encourage indoor voices.
· Close doors and windows between classes.
· Make use of soft furnishings such as rugs, throws and cushioned areas to dampen down reverberation. 
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