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The above named pupil has an ongoing mixed hearing loss; part permanent sensori-neural and part fluctuating conductive. The conductive element of their hearing loss may fluctuate over time and, when bad, could affect their ability to hear speech and therefore their ability to access to the curriculum. To seek to ensure that major problems do not arise we would recommend the following management strategies. These generally form part of established good teaching practice benefiting all children but are of particular value for those with a hearing impairment.
For those pupils with a hearing aid; the aids are issued by the Local Health Trust and responsibility for management rests with the family.

Classroom Management Strategies 

The above named pupil will benefit from the following:

· Sitting towards the front of the class. For hearing aid users this should be up to 2 metres from the teacher.
· Keeping background noise levels to a minimum.
· An outline of the content of the lesson at the beginning

· A brief recap of the main points of the lesson at the end

· Key words / ideas being written on the whiteboard

· The use of handouts and visual aids whenever possible

· Repeating / rephrasing of information given by other pupils

· A check that they have understood the work. Use open questions.

AIDS TO LIP-READING

· Standing where pupils can see your face.  Avoid standing in front of a window with the light behind you.

· Facing the class whenever giving information. 

· Avoid walking around whilst talking to the class.  

· Speaking clearly and naturally, not over-exaggerating lip patterns or speaking too slowly.
· Making full use of natural gesture and facial expression.
If you have concerns that the pupil’s hearing loss is affecting his/her access to the curriculum please speak to your SENCO.
Sue Marsden
Head of Support Team for Deaf Children








