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Guidance for Completing Individual Risk Assessments
As part of the new process of application to the Early Years Inclusion Panel it is necessary to include an individual risk assessment for the child/young person for whom the application is being made. 

Your setting has a statutory duty to undertake risk assessments on a regular basis to identify and reduce risks to everyone in your setting.

However in this case the identified hazards will be ones resulting from the individual needs of the child/young person which are additional to and different from the hazards identified for all the users of the setting.

The recommended Risk Assessment Form allows classification of risks both before and after the necessary controls have been implemented. For the purpose of agreeing additional funding the panel will be looking for actions that require additional measures to be implemented. E.g. increased staffing levels, equipment etc.

A Risk Calculator is provided to enable classification of risk. Risk is calculated by combining the severity of the hazard – low, medium or high, with the possibility of occurrence - low, medium or high. 

Thus, if the identified hazard was for example a child who has seizures which could result in death, the hazard is obviously high. If the child has a history of frequent seizures regularly occurring during the times that they attend the setting the possibility is therefore high. By referring to the Risk Calculator the risk is calculated to be very high. However if the child had a history of only having infrequent seizures during the night, the likelihood of occurrence at the setting is low, and by referring to the Risk Calculator the risk is calculated to be medium. 

By implementing control measures, such as being trained to administer medication or having training in recognizing symptoms and a person designated to ring 999 etc. the hazard is thus controlled and the risk reduced. Recalculate and enter in the final column. 

The risk to the individual child may change during the day according to the environment or activity for example, and may also change over time as the child develops. It is therefore necessary for risk assessments to be regularly reviewed.
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