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Extremism 

	Teacher:                                                  Title of lesson:  Understanding Extremism

	Class          KS4            Date                Time          Room               Ability                Number in class 

	Class learning objectives to understand; (To be shared with class)
· Holding extreme thoughts or beliefs is not a crime; using physical or verbal abuse (e.g. Hate Crime) to justify them is.

· However, non-violent extreme views can have a negative impact on society and individuals for example causing targeting groups to fear or avoid social contact leading to feelings of isoloation and poor community cohesion.
· Consider the concept of extremism, where we encounter it and how to challenge it.
	Learning activities: 
Episode

Learner activity

Teacher activity

Resources
Starter 
(15mins)

Mr Giles has been described as being extreme….
Introduction to extremism.

Emphasise learning outcome #1
Introduction to conceptualising extremism

Write up answers on the board. Does everyone agree on what’s extreme? Why?  Draw out recent incidents of ‘extremism’ and highlight when they have been violent/ non-violent.
Inform class of class objectives.

State that extremism is hard to define.

Conduct true or false fact exercise with class.
Slide 2 – Mr Giles… on board when 
students  arrive
Use slide notes to support this.
Slide 3 – Definition of Extremism
Use key words on slides to support 
the discussion.
Whiteboard and Slides 3 & 4 

(answers)
Introduction feedback 
(20 mins)

Recognising extremism – violent vs. non-violent
Introduce the definition and intolerance.
Introduce violent extremism.

Explain that it is difficult to define and that not all extremism is violent.  Go through slides and ask students ‘Is this extreme/ dangerous?’
Display definition and discuss in the context of the examples from previous slides; are they examples of extremism? 
Introduce the notion of violent extremism and s how a picture of Brevik and ask class who knows him? 
Slides 5-8 Talk about extremism 

today.  
Slide 9 - Home Office Definition
Slide 10 – JFK quote on intolerance

Slide 11 - Brevik
Development

(30 mins)

Challenging extremism

Ask the class to split into 4 groups and take 5 minutes to come up with 3-5 lines of text to counter someone who holds one of the beliefs on Slide 16.
5 minutes presentation back to the class
Introduce key examples of challenging extremism through diplomacy and humour.
Begin Activity: Teacher will want to allow the class freedom to explore in their groups but may need to be on hand to support and shape conversations.  There may be some arguments but it is important to emphasise that opinions can change over time (eg. Gay Rights, Gender Equality, The end of Slavery etc.)  You may wish to discuss the Human Rights Act (see appendix 1).
Slide 13 – The KKK

Slide 14 –Martin Luther King
Slide 15 -‘English Disco Lovers’
Slide 16 – Group Activity
Note down on White board key 

Themes from the presentations.

Assessment 

Identify the assessment mechanisms which will be used to assess whether learning outcomes have been met. Indicate whether assessment is summative or formative.

Teacher assessment

Self assessment

Peer/group assessment

Group work participation
Homework
A possible addition to the group exercise.


	Learning outcomes

Must be linked to learning activities
	

	All

(a)
	Will understand that having extreme thoughts or beliefs is not a crime, using violence to justify them is. 

	

	Most

(m)
	That extremism is based upon opinion and not normally on facts. 
	

	Some

(s)
	Will see the difficulty in defining extremism and the harm non mainstream views can have on individuals and society.
	

	Programme of Study:

Potential links with History/ Critical thinking/ English
	Homework

Choose one of the following research topics on terrorism/ extremism in history, (e.g. ETA, the IRA and Animal rights extremism, The KKK) and write up to 1,000 words on their origin, aims and objectives to share with the class.

	Pre-class work
Ask students before the lesson to spend 20-30 minutes before the lesson writing or drawing something they associate as being either Extreme or Extremist.

	Curriculum links

PSHE, Risk Awareness, Citizenship  

	Signposting: Human Rights Acts
	A brief legal guide to the Human Rights Act, including details of where you can go for further information or support. 

http://www.mind.org.uk/mental_health_a-z/8063_human_rights_act 
	Amnesty resources:  15 lesson plans written for the KS4.  The activities can be adapted for use in other national curricula subjects across the UK. Download: Making Human Rights Real (pdf)
	A full copy of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights can be found here: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf 

	SUGGSTED CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
	Examples of perceived UK Extremist Groups

Combat 18, Society of the Covenant of the Free Welsh, An Gof,  Cornish National Liberation Army (CNLA), Irish National Liberation Army (INLA), Continuity Irish Republican Army (CIRA), Irish People's Liberation Organization (IPLO), Kashmir Liberation Army (KLA), Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA), Real Irish Republican Army, Red Hand Defenders, Scottish National Liberation Army (SNLA), Supporters of Sharia

 Scottish Republican Army (SRA), Ulster Defence Association, 32 Sovereignty Country Committee.  
For a list of known examples of extremist prosecutions for explicit material please see here: http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/prosecution/violent_extremism.html 

 
	An international case study: Child soldier
The British Red Cross provide teaching resources to explore how someone may be recruited into an extremist group.  ‘child soldiers’ are recruited similarly to tactics seen in extremist organisations, gangs etc.
	Martin Luther King published a letter from his jail cell discussing at length extremism.  Pupils could decode this letter comparing opinions on extremism today to those offered by Martin Luther King in 1963.
King, Jr., Martin Luther. 1963. “Letter From Birmingham Jail.” Birmingham, April 16.



Classroom Activity: You may wish to cut these out to give to each group. 


“I don’t believe you can be British and Muslim.”





“A gay couple should not be allowed to have kids.”	





“Multiculturalism is bad for Britain.”





“All English people are lazy; they just like to claim benefits.”











