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Mind Maps TM
Mind maps were originally devised by Tony Buzan and further work has 

been undertaken by Jane Mitchell (A teacher and Speech and Language

Therapist). The process uses colour, imagination and picture as well as words.   
Mind mapping is a visual form of note taking that offers an overview of a topic and its complex information, allowing students to comprehend, create new ideas and build connections. Through the use of colours, images and words, mind mapping encourages students to begin with a central idea and expand outward to more in-depth sub-topics.
Brainstorming:
· The pupil notes down words (on Post its so that they can be moved later) they can remember from the topic. (You may want to provide topic cards showing the key vocabulary (and other irrelevant words so that the pupil can sort them) or images/symbols. 

· Then identify the categories to sort the words into. ( You may need to support the pupil in this process)

· When a category is selected the pupil must choose a colour to represent that category. (The pupil can underline the word in that colour or write over the words in that colour) Then categorise the remaining words. Some words may come under multiple categories and this should be represented by the colours. 
Putting the brain storm together to make a mind map:
· In the centre of a large piece of paper draw an image to represent the topic. 

· From the centre, chose a colour and create a “branch”. Write the name of the category on the branch and draw an image to represent the category. 

· Draw sub branches and place the words from the brainstorm in the category sub branches. 

· If possible illustrate the key word with an image or symbol. 
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The Mind Map:

· It can be used as a planning tool. 

· It helps to record key information. 

· Builds independence. 

· A visual representation for discussion and recollections

· Evaluate a pupils understanding. 

· Revisit and revise information

Autism Spectrum Team /MC. For further information visit the Autism Team web page at

Bradford Schools Online https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/CMSPage.aspx?mid=1891


