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Dyslexia Assessments
A formal diagnostic assessment of dyslexia can be carried out by either an Educational Psychologist or by an appropriately qualified specialist teacher with a post graduate Diploma in Specific Learning Difficulties and an assessment Practising Certificate. Dyslexia assessments are not available on the NHS via a GP. 
Full assessments would usually take around 3 hours and would be followed by a detailed written report with broad recommendations for support and accommodations. 
Whilst many schools may use dyslexia screening tools, these highlight the likelihood of dyslexic type difficulties and do not in themselves diagnose dyslexia. A screening tool may be the first step in the process of a dyslexia assessment, alongside observations and evidence of lasting and significant literacy difficulties that have not improved over time and in response to appropriate interventions. 

Any concerns regarding dyslexia should be discussed with the school Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) in the first instance 

There is no single test for dyslexia. An assessment of dyslexia comprises of a battery of tests which examine the following:

1. Processing strengths and weaknesses in visual and auditory processing; reading and writing speed
2. Working memory how information about letters, words, sentences, numbers is stored in memory and then recalled and used when reading, writing or doing number work.
3. Phonological skills strengths and weaknesses in understanding and using information about the sounds of spoken words: syllables, rhyme, position of sounds in words
4. Cognitive skills strengths and weaknesses in verbal (understanding and use of language, verbal reasoning and thinking skills) and non-verbal (visual problem-solving, motor co-ordination, non-verbal reasoning)
5. Word level skills single word reading and spelling
6. Text level skills reading and understanding of longer passages of text. 
The assessor makes a diagnosis of dyslexia based on the individual’s performance on the assessments above, looking at patterns of strength and weakness. Characteristically, weaknesses in verbal processing speed, verbal memory and phonological skills are key indicators. Dyslexia is best thought of as a continuum. It is highly individual and presents very differently in different people; there are no clear cut off points and it occurs across people of all abilities and those for whom English may not be their first language.

For some there may be a significant difference between cognitive ability and other skills. For others the gap may not be so wide yet the overall performance indicates significant weaknesses or difficulties. The results of the assessment are also considered alongside what is known about the individual’s progress over time, what interventions or strategies have been tried and their success. 
Specialist teachers from the Cognition and Learning Team are qualified to assess and diagnose dyslexia. A referral for an assessment would be made via the school SENCO. 
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