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From the learner’s point of view, 
if educational change does not 
happen in classrooms then it 
does not happen 

 
Professor Charles Desforges 



 

For class and subject teachers  - 
how their lessons can be adapted 
to fit the child, rather than 
expecting there will be an ever-
present additional adult there to fit 
the child into the lesson  



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ia4w9ud
D5a8 

 

A nice example 
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 Supporting or providing alternatives to 
written recording 

 Using assistive technology 

 How to mind your language- and 
theirs 
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“Oh I know what you mean”, 
he exclaimed. “You mean b--
-er all, don’t you!” 
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 Interleave rather than block topics 

 Begin new learning with a five 
minute review of previous 
learning 

 Words/facts in a pot 

 Use odd moments like lining up 

 Have children teach the learning 
to someone else 
 



 Have children represent information in 
a different form - an events recount 
as a timeline, or in a graphic organiser 
(from Venn diagrams to concept 
maps)  

 Children compile quizzes for each 
other 

 Children make their own flashcards 
 

 



 Watch a video  
 Read text aloud 
 Mimic movement 
of heart and 
blood flow 

 Draw heart and 
label parts 



 

We need to help children 
find their own best way of 
memorising information 

 

 



 

1. … 

2. … 

3. … 

4. … 

5. ….. 



big elephants 
can’t always 
use small 
exits 



 30 days hath September 

 Which is the numerator, which is the 
denominator? Nice Dog (N before D) 

  The mode is the Most Occuring Data 
Entity. 

  How to multiply by nine  using fingers 
http://www.onlinemathlearning.com/
number-mnemonics.html 
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Talk/writing frames 

Year 1 

• They are the 
same 
because…………
……… 

• They are 
different 
because…………
………is…………an
d…………is………
…… 

 

Older … 

• In some ways………and…..are alike. For 
instance they both……………………….. 

• Another feature they have in common 
is that……………………… 

• Furthermore they are 
both……………………… 

• However they also differ in that…. For 
example……………..whereas……………. 

• The similarities/differences seem 
more significant than the 
similarities/differences because……. 



School 21 subject sentence 
stems  

This artefact 
shows that …  

This source 
illustrates that … 

This source 
is biased 

because … 



Literacy mats 



What every teacher needs to know 

• Linking to learners own 
experiences/making concepts concrete 
and ‘real’  

• How memory works 

• Supporting or providing alternatives to 
written recording 

• Using assistive technology 

• How to mind your language – and theirs 
 



 Text readers 
 Sound files of 

information/instructions,  
key texts, revision notes 

 Predictive word 
processing, 
spellchecking, on screen 
word grids 

 Tools to make ‘to do’ 
lists and give reminders 
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 You’re in a restaurant and don’t understand 
much Spanish – the waiter speaks no English-  
what would help? 







 
bar chart  

pie chart 
 

line graph 

 
 
 
 
 
 

x-axis   independent 
variable 
y-axis  dependent 
variable 

 

 

 
 

graphs 

 
 
graph scale  





Objectives: 
-To learn that you don’t have to agree with other people’s 
  views, but that you should respect different opinions 
 
-To understand that conversations are more successful    
when both people can give their opinions and are listened to 
 

In this lesson you will be learning through: 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Keywords 

Opinion 

Conversation  

listening 

1. Watching a film clip then class 
discussion  

2. Writing on a questionnaire  

3. Paired work to see who has the 
same opinions as you 

4. Small group work about your   
favourite conversation topics 

Camden and Islington 



 



 You’ve been there a few weeks and you 
understand a bit of the language 

 What will help you? 



Ten second rule  

 

 



What’s wrong with this? 

 

‘Before you draw your diagram 
remember to put the title and date at 
the top’ 

 



‘First, put the title 
and date at the 
top. Then draw 
your diagram’ 

‘Before you draw 
your diagram 
remember to put 
the title and date 
at the top’ 

 



What’s wrong with this? 

‘If one person in your group is lighting 
the candle I want the other person to 
put the beaker down over the candle 
and then we’re going to use our 
wonderful observation skills to see 
what happens.’ 

 



    
‘I only got three 
right in the test so 
that means I’m no 
good at maths.’ 



 Show me where on this page you got 
something wrong and went back and sorted it 
all by yourself 

 Well done for having a go at writing that word 
by yourself – you listened very carefully to the 
sounds   







Oh I see you’re a bit stuck – 
can you remember what 
worked for you last time 
that happened? 
 





http://cheneyagilitytoolkit.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/help-deskvolunteers.html?q=think+tax
http://cheneyagilitytoolkit.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/help-deskvolunteers.html?q=think+tax




 Learning begins with the ability to say I do 
not know 

 My favourite mistake 

 Not yet 

 

 

“You’ve had a setback. What would you do 
differently next time?” 

 

 



What every teacher needs to know 

• Linking to learners own 
experiences/making concepts concrete 
and ‘real’  

• How memory works 

• Supporting or providing alternatives to 
written recording 

• Using assistive technology 

• How to mind your language – and theirs 
 



Too easy  Goldilocks 
words 

Too hard 

Everyday 
words- ones a 
child might use 
to another child 

Not too easy 
and not too 
hard, but just 
right 
Likely to be 
encountered 
again 
Average adult 
has a good 
knowledge of 
this word 

Average adult 
does not have 
much 
knowledge of 
this word 
Highly topic-
specific 



Too easy Goldilocks 
words 

Too hard 

Children 
Toys 
 

Petticoat 
Hoop 
 

Gruel 
Workhouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Which might be your Goldilocks words? 

Country, continent, route, monsoon, 
river, distance, weather , home, cash 
crop, family, economic activity, village, 
landscape, climate, crops, remote, 
symbol, hill, houses, occupation, 
nucleated, market town, settlement, 
city, road, linear, trade, airport, 
agriculture 



Which might be your Goldilocks words? 

predator, light intensity, produce, 
overwintering, consumer, carnivore, 
climatic stress, reliable data, 
insulation, dormant, sample size, 
migration, temperature sensor, 
hibernation, prey, food web 
     



What it sounds like 

Begins 

with: 

Sound: 

Letter: 

 

Rhymes 

with: 

 

 

Ends with : 

Sound: 

Letter: 

 

Number of 

syllables: 

 

 



What it means 

How does 

it feel? 

Sign/symb

ol 

 

What do 

you do 

with it? 

What does 

it look like? 

 

Where do 

you find it? 

What 

category is 

it? 



Put it in a sentence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Words that go with it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Analyse Explain how each part 

functions or fits into 

the whole 

Persuade Try to bring people 

round to your point of 

view 

Compare Identify how things are 

alike and different 

Contrast Show how things are 

different 



Summarise Give the meaning  

using as few words as  

possible 

Demonstrate Explain how to do 

something 

Describe Present as clear picture 

in words of a person, 

place or thing 

Explain Talk me through it, in 

words 

Interpret Say what you think 

something means 

Infer Use clues to find 

hidden meanings 
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How can leaders make sure 
that the five are in place?  



Carrot or stick? 



 

 The quality of teaching for pupils with 
SEN, and the progress made by pupils, 
should be a core part of the school’s 
performance management 
arrangements and its approach to 
professional development for all 
teaching and support staff.  









I’m Darren 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What people like and admire about 
me 

Things I’m good 
at 

Things I find 
hard 

What teachers 
can do to help 

Resources I need 

 
 
 
 

• Explain words 
to me 

• More writing 
on laptop 

• Always be fair 

• Predictive 
word 
processing 
software 

• Calm-down 
place and 
exit cards 





 http://www.helensandersonassociates.co.uk/
person-centred-practice/person-centred-
thinking-tools/ 



How to make change happen 

• Get teachers to see what it feels 
like  

• No more than one new strategy 
per half term 

• Provide practical ideas and 
resources that won’t take too 
much time 
 



How to make change happen 

• Get teachers to see what it feels 
like  

• No more than one new strategy 
per half term 

• Provide practical ideas and 
resources that won’t take too 
much time 
 



@Humannotrobots @Humannotrobots 



@Humannotrobots @Humannotrobots 



@Humannotrobots @Humannotrobots 







Parkside Primary’s Talk 
Frames 

Each teacher has a 
file of talk frames 
for their year 
group as 
laminated speech 
bubbles 



In some 
ways………and…..are 

alike. For instance they 
both……………………….  

They are the same 
because………… they are 

different because … 



How can leaders make change 
happen? 

• Joint planning - the ideal 

• Surgeries and drop ins 

• Strategy sheets – highlight a few 
strategies for a particular child, ask 
practitioner to try them out and 
review with you 

 





• Keep it on the boil- give people time to 
talk about what they have done , and 
share successes  

• Be creative – prize for best use of  
strategy, shout-out boards 




