
[image: image1.jpg]City of Bradford MDC
www.bradford.gov.uk





FAIR ACCESS PROTOCOL

FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS
This Fair Access Protocol has been formulated by representatives from the three Behaviour and Attendance Collaboratives and officers from the Department of Children’s Services and has been agreed by secondary school headteachers.


1.      Background and legal framework
1.1
Local Authorities are required to have a Fair Access Protocol (FAP), agreed by the majority of schools in the area, to ensure that access to education is secured quickly for vulnerable children who have no school place and to ensure that all schools in an area admit their fair share of children who may present challenges to the school. This applies to applications made outside the normal admissions round only and to all maintained schools within the Bradford LA (Community, VA, Foundation, Trust, Free Schools and Academies).
1.2
All schools have a published admission number (PAN) for the normal year of entry. It is anticipated that the PAN continues as a limit for all year groups when determining whether a year group is ‘full’. However, for some schools that are significantly below their PAN, the resources available may result in further admissions being prejudicial to the efficient education and use of resources. This should be taken into account when applications are being considered.

1.3
All schools and academies share a collective responsibility to ensure that children, identified as being in a FAP category, are admitted on an equitable basis to a suitable school as quickly as possible. All Bradford LA schools are committed to ensuring that individual schools are not put under undue pressure to admit pupils who have a high level of need.  In many cases this will entail admitting pupils above the school’s published admission number if the particular year group is full.
2.
Principles
2.1 Any application for a pupil that comes under one of the FAP categories will be admitted to the most appropriate school irrespective of whether the school is full or not. 


2.2 Pupils placed through the FAP will be given priority for admission over any others on a waiting list or awaiting an appeal.


2.3 Wherever possible, if a child’s application is dealt with through the FAP, siblings living at the same address, who do not already have a school place, will be offered the same school. 


2.4 When determining an admission through the FAP, consideration will be given to:

· continuity of education at the previous school attended except in exceptional circumstances 
· if the school is in an Ofsted category 


2.5 The decision as to which school will be offered to a child through the FAP will be taken by either the BAC (Bfd South and 3 Valleys) or the Admissions Task Group (Central) within 15 school days from the receipt of the application.  The relevant group will normally be determined by the area in which the child lives. 


2.6 Once a school place has been agreed and allocation made, the relevant school will be responsible for admitting the pupil within 10 school days and inform the Admissions Team should they not take up the place.


2.7 The pupil will be placed on the school roll on the day they arrive in school to be admitted.


2.8 Although parents have the right to appeal for their preferred school, no appeal will be heard without an offer of educational provision being made first. 


2.9 The FAP does not apply to Looked After Children, previously looked after children or a child with a statement of SEN (even if such children come under any of the following categories) as these children must be admitted to the preferred or named school. 


3   Fair Access Categories
Applications for the following will be covered by the Fair Access Protocol:

· children from the criminal justice system or Pupil Referral Units who need to be reintegrated 

· children who have been out of education for two months or more;
· children of Gypsies, Roma, Travellers, refugees and asylum seekers who also come under one of the other FAP categories;
· children who are homeless;
· children with unsupportive family backgrounds, for whom a place has not been sought;

· children who are carers, and
· children with special educational needs, disabilities or medical conditions (but without statements)
· children known to the police or other agencies, ie CAMHS Youth Offending Team, Child Protection, Safeguarding Board. etc ;
· children whose parents have been unable to find them a place after moving to the area, because of a shortage of school places;

· pregnant school girls;

· children with a history of significant behaviour and attendance issues; 

· Y10 and Y11 young people moving into the district.
4
Monitoring and Review

The processes and categories of pupils covered by the FAP will be reviewed termly and a register will be maintained. The effectiveness of the protocol is reported annually to the School Adjudicator.
