
Free School Meals
Good morning,
The DfE have today announced that they are extending the deadline for schools to submit their census data from 1st October to 2nd November, this is to provide additional time for Local Authorities to complete the large scale exercise to implement the new FSM rules and provide schools with up to date data on FSM entitlement.  Many authorities have reported difficulties similar to those we have experienced here in Bradford.
This is very positive news and will provide us with the time we need to complete our work and provide you with the data you need.
We will be updating the FSM data already held on BSO with the eligibility criteria, this will display as either ‘targeted’ or ‘expanded’ on each record and will happen tomorrow Thursday 17th Sept.  The core system we use for administering FSM does not yet have the required functionality to record this data on an ongoing basis so we will be repeating this data load exercise on or around the 7th October and again on or around 21st October.
Please note, where the ‘claim id’ is displayed as 999999 it indicates that we have used a temporary claim reference, should you need to enquire about any of these you will need to provide us with the parent’s full name and address and their national insurance number to enable us to identify them in our system.  The majority of cases have a full claim reference and we can identify these from the claim number alone.
We have received thousands of applications for FSM in the last 2 weeks and we are working our way through them as quickly as possible, the extension of the deadline announced today recognises the scale and extent of the work required.  
If you have any queries please email us at Educationbenefits@bradford.gov.uk
Kind regards 
Transport and Education Team 


 

