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Basic words and phrases

 For staff working with

Spanish children and young people

	Vowels and consonants that are pronounced differently in Spanish

	Spanish
	English phonetic transcription


	Example

	LL
	Y
	as ye in “yet”

	CU
	[KW]
	as que in “quest”

	I
	EE
	as e  in “east”

	J
	HUW
	as  


	C in the middle of a phrase followed  by a vowel
	S
	as s in “sale”,”sole”,etc 


	n+a
	Nya
	as  

	qu
	C or k 
	As c in “cow”

	v
	Bee
	As B in “bee”

	N in the middle of a phrase
	Not pronounced
	

	z
	S
	As S in “see”



Hello



ola   [ola]
Good Morning

Buenos dias      [bwenos dee-as]
How are you?

Como estan?    [comoo-estan] (plural)




Como estas?    [comoo-estas?] (singular)

I’m fine


Estoy bien.    [estoy-bee-en]
Good Bye


Adios.    [ad-ee-os]

Mr. ……..


Senor   [sen-your-a] …………

Mrs. ……..


Senora   [sen-your-a] ………..

What’s your name?
Como te llamas?    [comoe-tay-yamas?]
My name is …..

Mi nombre es ......   [me-nombre-es] ……

I am …….


Yo soy           [yo-soy] ……

You are………

Tu eres.          [too-air-es] ………

Teacher


Profesor    [pro-fes-or] (female)





Profesora.    [pro-fes-ora] (male)


Good/
Well done

bien .    [bee-en]

Very nice


Bonito.     [bon-ee-toe]     





You are very clever.
Eres muy listo,    [air-es-mooy-listo] 
Thank you


Gracias.    [gra-see-as]

Thanks


Gracias.   [gra-see-as]

You are welcome

De nada.   [deh nada]

Sorry



Perdona-me.   [pare-donn-a-meh]

Yes



Si.    [see], 

No



No.   [noh]


School


Escuela.     [es-kwe-la]

Toilet



Bano.   [ban-yo]
Classroom


Classe de aulas.    [class-eh]

Dining Hall


.    [cantee-nah]
Office



Escritorio.    [es-crii-torio]
PE



Educacion fisica.   [ed-oo-cas-ee-on]
Dinner


Almoco.   [al-moo-air-so]
Break time


Reccesso.   [reh-seh-so]
Morning


Manana.   [man-nya-na]
Afternoon


De tarde.   [day-tar-de]
Home



Casa.   [casa]
Now



Ahora.   [a-or-a]

Later



Mas tarde.   [mas-tar-deh]

We are going out

Vamos salir.   [vamos-a-saleer]

We are going back

Vamos volver.   [vamos-a-volver]

Are you thirsty?

Tienes sed?     [tee-en-es-sed]

Have a drink.

Toma algo.     [toma-algo]


Wait



Espera te.     [es-pair-a-te]

Stay here


Quedate  aqui.    [keh-da-teh-akee]
Go



Vai.    [beh-teh]

Right



Derecha.    [dair-etch-oh]




Left



Isquierda.     [ees-kee-air-da]

Straight on


Derecho.    [dair-etch-oh]


Come 


ven.    [ben]

Come here


ven  aqui.    [ben-a-kee]
Sit down


Sienta-te.     [see-en-ta-teh]

Stand up


Levanta.     [leh-ban-ta-teh]

Here is …..


Esta aqui......... [esta-akee] …….
This is ……


Esto e........... [es-toe-es] …..

Show me


Ensenamelo a  mi.     [en-sen-nya-meh-loh a mee]

Repeat after me

Repite .     [reh-pee-teh]

Read


           Le.
      [leh]
Read this for me

Le para mi.
[lay para-me]

Can you read this?
Sabes leer?   [sabas-lair-esto?]
Copy this


Copea isto.     [cop-ee-ah-estoe]

Write this down

Escrive Esto.     [es-cree-beh]

Write



Escrive.
[es-cree-beh]
Question


Pregunta.
[preh-gun-ta]
Answer


Respuesta.
[res-pwes-ta]
Sentence


Frase.

[fra-seh]
Full stop


Punto.
          [pun-toe]

Comma


Coma.

[com-a]
Capital letter

Letra Maiuscula.
[letra grand-eh]
Small letter


Letra pequena.
[letra pe-ken-nya]
Draw



Ddibuja 

[dee-boo-ha]
Picture


Retrato / fotografia

[reh-tra-toe]
Let’s count


Vamos a contar.   [bamos a contar]

Count forward

Cuenta para delante [cwenta para delanteh]
Count back from No.
Cuenta para tras       [cwenta para tras ]
More



Mas.
[mas]
Less



Menos.
[men-os]
Less than


Menos que.
[men-os-keh]
Least



 Menos.
[menos]
Colour this in

pinta Esto.      [peen-ta-estoh]




Do you understand?
Entiendes?    [en-teeyen-des?]
Don’t do it!


Nao hagas esso!    [hagas esso]
Leave it


Deja esso!     [deh-ha esso]

Put it back


Devulvelo.     [deh-bwel-beh-lo]

I have …..


Yo tengo …….     [yo terngo]

Do you have……?

Tienes?     [tee-en-es..?]
Day



Dia
[dee-ah]
Date



Data
[dah-tah]
Today



Hoy

[oy]
Yesterday


Ayer

[a-yer]
Tomorrow


Manana

[man-nya-na]
Homework


Trabalho de casa
[trah-bah-hoh]
Learn this at home

Aprende isto em cas  [aprendeh estoe em casa]
Remember


recordar

[reh-cor-dahr]

Are you all right?

Estas bien?     [estas-bee-en?]
Are you feeling sick?
Te sientes enfermo?     [te see-en-tehs
                                                                                           enfermo?]
We’ll phone your mum.
Vamos a llamar a tu madre. [bamos a yamar a 
                                                                                          too madreh ]



Hello






[ola]
This is the school calling.


[de aqui es la escuela 

                                                                 a-kee ez la eskwela]
(name of child) 




(nombre del nino) 


a) She is feeling very sick.


a) [ella se esta sintiendo
                                             mal]  eya seh esta sin-tee-endoh 
                                                                                                 mal
b) He is feeling very sick.


b) [el se esta sintiendo 
                                              mal] el seh esta sin-tee-end-oh 
                                                                                            mal]
(name) had an accident and got hurt.
[ (name) ]tuvo un pequeno accidente
a) Can you come and pick her up?
a) [puede usted venire a buscarla?] pwed-eh oosteh veneer a boos-car-lah
b) Can you come and pick him up?
b) [puede usted venire a buscarlo?]pwed-eh-oosteh veneer a boos-carloh
Thank you
[Gracias] gra-see-as
See you soon
[hasta luego] ass-ta-lwego

Red



rojo    [roh-ho]



Blue



azul     [ass-ool]





Yellow


amarillo    [ama-ar-ee-yo]





Orange


naranja    [nar-an-ha]




Green



verde     [bair-deh]





Pink



rosa     [rossa]





Brown

           marron [maron]





Black



negro    [nah-gro]





White



blanco     [blanco]


1 Uno       [oon-oh]
2 Dos     [dos]
3 Tres    [tres]
4 Quatro    [cwatro]
5 Cinco     [seenco]
6 Seis     [says]
7 Siete     [see-et-eh]
8 Ocho     [otcho]
9 Nueve    [noo-ev-eh]
10 Diez     [dee-ez]
11 Onze    [on-seh]
12 Doze     [do-seh]
13 Treze    [tres-eh]
14 Quatorze     [cat-tor-seh]
15 Quinze    [kin-seh]
16 Dieziseis     [dee-es-ee-sai-s]
17 Diezisiete     [dee-es-ee see-eteh]
18 Dieziocho    [dee-es-ee otcho]
19 Diezinueve     [dee-es-ee noo-ev-eh]
20 Vente    [ben-teh]

Monday


lunes    [loo-nes]
Tuesday


martes    [mar-tes]
Wednesday

miercoles     [mee-air-col-es]
Thursday


jueves    [huw-e-ves]
Friday


viernes    [vee-air-nes]
Saturday


sabado     [sa-ba-doe]
Sunday


domingo     [dom-ing-go]
Week


semana     [she-man-a]

January


enero    [en-air-o]
February


febrero    [feb-reh-ro]
March


marco     [mar-so]
April



april     [abreel]
May



maio    [my-o]
June



junio     [huw-nyee-oh]
July



julio    [huw-lee-oh]
August


agosto     [agostoe]
September

septiembre    [septee-em-breh]
October


otubro    [ot-too-breh]
November


noviembre    [nov-ee-embreh]
December


diziembre    [dee-see-em-breh] 

Pronunciation notes:














Greetings:

















Praising a child:




















Places in school:























Short and simple orders:


























When a child is not well:





























Making a phone-call in EMERGENCY


to a Spanish speaking parent:














Colours		Colores    [coh-loh-res]


		











Numbers		Numeros     [noo-meh-ros]

















Days			Dias     [dee-as]








Months		Meses     [me-sess]
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