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       Basic words and phrases

                   For staff working with                    

Romanian children and young people
	Pronunciation notes:




Alfabet

	a â ă  b c  d e  f g h i í î j k l  m n  o  p r s ş t ţ u w x y z 
C is hard (k) in front of a, â, ă, í, î or u

C becomes ch in front of i or e

g is hard before a, â, ă, í, î or u

g becomes zh in front of i or e

before i or e, g and c are hard if followed by h (ghiveci chea)


When reading remember to pronounce each syllable separately which makes reading so much easier there is no blending as such.    Eg: au = a-oo
Letter



English


Romanian
A



bath



an, rac
E



yet, yes


efect, elegant . Te

I 



tin, bin



indian, idol

O



hot, not


gol, 
U



jew, few


tu, guma


B



Bob, boy


bubbly, baba

C    



Cat, come


Kolek, Konchert
C



Cheese, chat

D



dish, dig


Daniel, daca
F



face, feel


fan, fotbal

G



go, gap


gas, gol

G



giro



gineri


H



how, history


hora, hopa
J & Y



just, jim


joc, jucarie
K



cocoa, club


kaki, kilo
L



full, let,


lapte, lampa
M



me, mum


mama, munte
N



name, not


naiv, naviga
P



pity, pot


pa! port
R



rolled



roca, ruleta (rolled r as in Scottish)
S



salt, sense


sa, scara
T



too, ten,


tata, tu, trust
Z



zoo, zebra


zid, zale, zebra

Other Romanian vowels
â


nasal as in French (er)

România 

ă


uh




scară

î


like â

Other Romanian consonants

ş


sh




şi (she)
ţ


ts




tsar

	Greetings




 Hello
                      
 Buna

           
[boo-nuh]        
Good morning/day

 Buna dimineaţa/ziua
[boo-nuh-di-mi-nya-suh/zee-wah]
Good evening

 Buna seara


[boo-nuh  see-ah-ra]
How are you?

 Ce faceti ? (plural and polite for adults)       
[chay  fa-chetz?]  
  Ce faci ? (singular more familiar for children)
[chay  fa-tch] 
I’m fine


 Sunt bine


[sunt  bee-nay]
Good bye


 La revedere


[la  re-ve-dery]
Mr (or Sir)


 Domnul


[dom-nul]
Mrs (Miss in school)

 Doamna


[dwam-na]
What’s your name?
Cum te cheama? (first name)


[cum teh ky-am-a]
My name is ..

Mă numesc.....(surname)
[muh  noo-mesc]  

  Mă cheama....(my first name is....) 

[muh  kee-am-a]
I am...


            Eu sunt…                        



[yeoo sunt]
You are…


 Tu eşti…


 


[too esht]
Teacher
 Profesor/Profesoara    (male)  pro-fe-sor     (female) pro-fe-swar-uh
	Praising a child




Good well done

Foarte bine  


[fwar-te  bee-ne]
Very nice


Foarte frumos

[fwar-te  froo-mos]
You are very clever
           Eşti deşteapta (girl)

[esht  desh-tyap-tah]
                                           Esti deştept (boy)

[esht  desh-tep-t]
Please


Te rog/Và rog

[teh rog voh rog]

Thank you


Mulţumesc


[mool-tzu-mesc]
Thanks


Merci


           [mer-cee]
You are welcome

Cu plǎcere


[coo pluh-che-reh]
Sorry



Scuzā-mā
                     [scoo-zuh-muh]
Yes



Da



[dah]
No



Nu



[noo]
	Places in school




School


Scoala


[shkarluh]
Toilet



Toaleta


[twa-leh-tuh]
Classroom


Clasa



[class-ah]
Dining hall


Sala de mese

[sala  deh mess-eh]
Office



Cancelarie


[can-chel-a-ria]
Staff Room


Cancelarie


[can-chel-a-ria]
Gym



Sala de sport


[sala deh sport]
Dinner
/lunch

           Masa/prî


[ma-sah]/prernz (nasal)
Break time


Pauza



[pa-oo-zuh]
Morning


Dimineata


[de-me-na-sa]
Afternoon                            Dupa-masa  


[doo-puh  a-mia-zuh]
Home



Acasa



[a-cass-uh]
Now



Acum



[a-coom]
Later



Mai tarziu


[my  tuhr-zy-oo]
We are going out

Plecǎm 


[ple-cum]
We are going back

Ne intoarcem


[neh uhn-twar-chem]
Are you thirsty?
Ţi-e sete?        

[tí-see-eh  set-eh]
Would you like a drink?      Vrei sǎ bei ceva?  

[vrah suh bay che-va?]
Drink Something!

Bea ceva!


[beh-a  che-va]
Please


Te rog/Và rog

[teh rog voh rog]





(familiar/child/formal)

	Short and simple orders




Wait



Aşteapta!
                      [ash-tyap-tuh]
Stay here


Stai aici


[sty-eye-eetch]
Go



Du-te!



[doo-tay]
Right



Dreapta
                      [dr-yap-tuh]
Go to the right

Ia-o la dreapta

[ya-o  la  dr-eahp-ta]

Left



Stânga


[sting-a]
Go to the left


Ia-o la stanga
           [ya-o  la  sting-a] (nasal)
Straight on


Înainte


[in-a-yin-teh]
Come here


Vino aici!


[vino  a-ee-tch]
Sit down


Stai jos


[st-eye  j-os]
Stand up


Ridica-te


[re-dee-cuh-teh]
Here is


Aici este


[a-ee-tch  yest-eh]
This is


           Asta este


[asta  yest-eh]
Show me
Arataţi-mi (polite)  

[ar-uh-tat-sim]
Repeat after me
Repetaţi dupa mine (polite)[Re-peh-tats doopuh meenay]
Read
                                Citiţi (polite)            

[chee-teets] 
Read this for me

Citiţi asta pentru mine 
[cheeteets astch pen-troo nmee-neh]
Can you read this?
 Poti sǎ citeşti asta 

[potz suh chee-tesh-tastuh]
Copy this
 Copiaza asta

[cop-ee-a-za asta]
Write this down

 Scrie pe hǎrtie   

[scr-ee-eh peh h-uhr-tee-eh]
Write



Scrieţi



[scr-ee-aitz]
Question (noun)

Intrebare


[in-tre-ba-reh]
Answer (noun)
           Rǎspuns


[r-uh-s-poons]
Sentence (noun)

Frazǎ



[f-ra-zuh]
Full stop (noun)

Punct



[poonct]
Comma (noun)

Virgula


[veer-gu-lah]
Capital letter (noun)
           Litera mare


[lee-teh-ruh ma-reh]
Small setter (noun)
           Litera mica


[lee-teh-ruh  mee-ca]
Draw
(verb)

           Deseneaza


[de-ze-nyar-zeh]
Draw (command as in draw a picture)  Picteaza
[pick-tya-za]

Picture


Desen



[de-zen]    

Let’s count


Hai sǎ numǎram

[h-eye suh noo-muh-ram]
Count forward

Numara inainte

[noo-muh-ruh uhn-neye-inteh]
Count back from no.
Numara inapoi de la nr...
[noo-muh-ruh uhn-na-poy]
More



Mai mult


[my moolt]
Less 



Mai puţin


[my poo-tseen]
Less than


Mai puţin decât

[my poo-tseen de-cuht]
Last



Ultima



[ul-tee-ma]
Colour this in

           Coloreaza asta

[col-lor-ehah-za ass-ta]
Do you understand?
Inţelegi?


[in-tse-ledge]
Don’t do it!


Nu face asta!


[noo fa-cheh ass-ta]
Leave it


Lasă



[lass-suh]
Put it back


Pune înapoi


[poo-neh  uh-na-poy]
I have



Eu am 


[ye-oo am]
Do you have? 

Tu ai..? 


[too eye?]
Day



Zi



[zee]
Date



Data
 


[dah-ta]
Today



Astǎzi
 


[ass-tuhz]
Yesterday


Ieri 



[ee-yerr]
Tomorrow


Mâine
 


[mwee-neh]
Homework


Tema pentru acasa  
[tay-ma pen-troo a-ca-suh]
Learn this at home

Învǎţa asta acasa

[un-vatsah ass-tah a-ca-suh]
Remember


Aminteste-te


[a-min-tesh-teh]
	When a child is unwell




Are you alright?
           Te simţi bine?

[teh sim-ts bee-neh?]
Are you feeling ill?

Eşti bolnav?


[esht bol-nav?]
We’ll phone your mum
O sa sunăm pe mama ta
[oh suh soo-nam peh ma-ma ta]
	Making a phone call to a Romanian speaking parent




Hello



     Buna ziua 

[bun-uh zyoo-wah]
This is school calling
     Sunam de la scoala
[soo-nam deh la sqwar-luh]
Name of child………………… Numele copilului este
[noo-meh-leh co-pee-loo-lui yest-eh]
He/she is feeling very sick
     Nu se simte foarte bine
[noo seh sim-teh fwar-te bee-neh]
(Name) had an accident.
     (Name) a avut un accident      [ah a-voot oon ac-chee-dent]
Can you come and pick up (name)     Puteti veni să luaţi copilul…     [poo-tetc veh-nee]
Thank you


      Mulţumesc 

[mool-tsoo-mesc]
See you soon
                 Pe curand 

[pay coo-rund]       
	Colours                          Culori                    co-lo-ry




Red




Rosu  

        [ro-shoo]
Blue




Albastru
        [al-bas-troo]
Yellow



           Galben
        [gal-ben]
Orange



Portocaliu
        [por-toh-ca-lyoo]
Green




Verde

        [ver-deh]
Pink




Roz

        [r-oh-z]
Brown



           Marou
                   [ma-roh]
Black




Negru                    [neh-groo]
White




Alb

        [alb]





	Numbers




1            Unu
           
           [oo-noo]
2

Doi



[doy]
3

Trei



[tray]
4

Patru



[pa-troo]
      5

Cinci



[chin-ch]






6

Şase



[sha-seh]
7

Şapte

                      [shap-teh]
8

Opt


           [opt]
9

Noua


           [know-uh]
10

Zece


           [zeh-cheh]
11

Unsprezece


[oon-spreh-zeh-cheh]
12

Doisprezece


[doy-spreh-zeh-cheh]
13

Treisprezece

           [tray-spreh-zeh-cheh]
14

Paisprezece


[p-eye spreh-zeh-cheh]
15

Cincisprezece
           [chin-ch-spreh-zeh-cheh]
16

Şaisprezece


[shy-spreh-zeh-cheh]
17

Şaptesprezece

[shap-teh-spreh-zeh-cheh]
18

Optsprezece


[opt-spreh-zeh-cheh]
19

Nouasprezece

[know-uh-spreh-zeh-cheh]
20 

Douazeci

           [doh-wuh zetch]
     30 

Treizeci
                      [tray-i-zetch]
     40 

Patruzeci

           [pa-tru-zetch]
     50

Cincizeci
                      [chin-zetch]

     60

Saizeci
                      [shy-i-zetch]
     70

Saptezeci

           [shap-teh-zetch]
     80

Optzeci

           [opt-zetch]
     90

Nouazeci

           [know-uh-zetch]
     100
O suta                                 [oh soo-tuh]
     1000         O mie                                 [oh mee-yeh]
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