Developmental History

Child’s name: 


           Date of birth: 
History taken by      


Date: 

Any other involved professionals? (eg Speech Therapy, Education Psychologist, Social Services, Paediatricians)


	Background Information



	Family tree – immediate family members. 


	Is there any family history of the following?  (please give details)

	Autistic spectrum disorder / ADHD / Learning problems / Language Delay / Psychiatric Illness / ‘Odd personalities’



	Pregnancy & Birth

	Any problems with pregnancy or birth? Any postnatal medical intervention needed? Any maternal post natal depression? 



	Past Medical History

	


	Early Years Development (please give as much information as possible)

	Tell us something about what sort of baby s/he was? E.g. particularly passive, irritable etc?

How easy was it to get his/her attention in the first few years?

How did s/he respond to being comforted if s/he was upset? 

How did s/he respond when you came into or left the room? E.g. put arms up to be picked up, or get distressed if you went out of the room?




	Speech Development

	How old was s/he when s/he learned to talk (both single words and sentences)?

Before s/he used language how did you know what s/he wanted?

(Did s/he point to make needs known?) 

(Did s/he point to express interest?) 




	General Development

	How old was s/he when s/he learned to walk?

How did his/her behaviour change once he started walking? E.g. did s/he show interest in his/her environment? Did s/he only walk a fixed route?

How old was s/he when s/he achieved potty training?

Did you have any concerns about hearing or vision?

Did you have any concerns about sleep or feeding?




	Play

	Did s/he enjoy turn taking games as a baby? E.g. lap games, peek-a-boo

What was his/her early play like?
Was it exploratory? 
Was it in any way obsessional or repetitive?

What was his/her play like as a toddler? Was s/he particularly fascinated by any particular toys or objects?

Did s/he enjoy watching TV? How much did s/he copy phrases or behaviour from the TV?

Did s/he show any pretend play? If yes, what did s/he do? 
Did s/he pretend to be different characters?



	Education & Schooling

	Play Group / Nursery

	Any concerns? Separation issues? How did s/he interact with others?



	Primary School

	Any concerns? How did s/he manage with school work? Friendships?



	Secondary School

	Transition? Academic progress? Attendance? Interactions with others?




	Current Concerns

	What are you particularly concerned about at this point in time?
With hindsight, when did you first begin to feel anxious about him/her?


	Are there any particular areas of strength?



	Current Skills

	What are the child’s skills like in the following areas?

	Sleeping?



	Eating? 

Does s/he eat a variety of food? Picky eater? 



	Toileting



	Dressing



	Motor Skills (fine and gross motor)



	Has there been any loss of skills? (E.g. aspects of language that developed appropriately and then seemed to be lost). Please give details




	Friendships
	

	In this section we are interested in what the child’s skills are now and whether they were any different in the past. Please complete the information in both columns.

	The child now
	The child in the past

	How does s/he get on with other children? 
Does s/he have friends? 
Are they older/younger? 
Do they share interests? 
Do they play together? 
Does s/he seem to ‘fit in’ with his/her peer group?

	
	

	How does he get on with adults? Does he interact better with adults rather than children?

	
	

	Does s/he initiate contact with others? How does s/he respond when others approach him/her? In this different with unfamiliar people?

	
	


	Interaction & Social Communication

	The child now
	The child in the past

	Tell us a bit about his/her eye contact e.g. frequency, timing, quality

	
	

	How does s/he respond when you point to show him/her things? Does s/he bring things to show or share with you?

	
	

	How cuddly is s/he? Does s/he seek cuddles? Tolerate them? Or wriggle away?

	
	

	What are his gestures, facial expressions and body language like?

	
	

	Can you have a conversation with him/her? Is it a two-way conversation? If an older child, does s/he engage in ‘social chat’?

	
	

	Does s/he talk about a variety of things or does s/he use one phrase over and over again?

	


	The child now
	The child in the past

	What does his/her speech sound like? Is it overly precise, unusually quiet or loud, flat etc?

	
	

	Does he ever repeat back what you have just said (echolalia)? Or repeat chunks of copied language from e.g. TV programmes?

	
	

	How well does s/he understand things that may have more than one meaning? (Does s/he take things literally?) Give examples

	
	

	What is his/her sense of humour like? How well does s/he understand sarcasm?

	
	

	Does s/he ever say inappropriate things e.g. that someone is fat in their hearing?

	
	


	Empathy / Feelings
	

	The child now
	The child in the past

	What does s/he do when s/he is upset? Who does s/he go to for comfort?

	
	

	How well does s/he understand other people’s feelings? Are his/her responses appropriate? What will s/he do if you are upset?

	
	


	Flexibility of thought, imagination and behaviour

	The child now
	The child in the past

	What is his/her imaginary world like? Is it always the same or does it change

	
	

	What are his/her hobbies/interests? Do these seem unusual? Obsessive? Are they social?

	
	

	Does s/he have any preoccupations e.g. with wheels, things that spin, absorbing facts etc? Does s/he have any rituals or routines? If yes, what are they?

	
	


	How does s/he respond to change e.g. in routine? Unexpected events etc? Would you describe him/her as a rigid or flexible person?

	
	 

	Does s/he spin, twirl, and flap? If so, in what situations. Does s/he have any unusual mannerisms? Stereotyped activities? E.g. flicking fingers, flicking light switches, twiddling etc. If yes, when do they occur

	
	


	The child now
	The child in the past

	What is his/her balance/co-ordination like? Is s/he as agile as other children of his/her age? Does s/he tiptoe?

	
	


	8.Sensory skills and other

	The child now
	The child in the past

	Does s/he show any unusual sensitivities e.g. to sound, touch, light, smell etc? If yes what does s/he do?

	
	

	Does s/he look at things at odd angles? E.g. out of the corner of his/her eyes, through his/her fingers etc?

	
	

	How does s/he approach toys/objects? E.g. does s/he have to smell them first or touch them in a particular way?

	
	

	Does s/he self injure? If yes, what does s/he do?

	
	


Please give examples if possible. 

Inattention

Completing tasks 

Organising 

Able to put a lot of effort into doing things. 

Loses things 

Forgetful 

Hyperactivity

Fidgets

Leaves his /her seat in class 

Runs / climbs excessively

Cannot play quietly

Always on the go

Impulsivity 

Talks excessively

Blurts out answers

Cannot wait their turn 

Interrupts others 



School- 


GP -
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