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1. What is Collective Worship?
A daily act of collective worship, as well as being a legal requirement, offers a distinctive and important time in the school day in which pupils and staff have opportunities for exploring a spiritual dimension of life.  
Collective worship is part of the educational entitlement of each child and must be inclusive of, and accessible to, all children.  Collective worship celebrates the spiritual dimension of our humanity rather than specific religious beliefs. Collective worship brings together a group of pupils who may or may not have a religious faith. It provides an opportunity for pupils to worship God, to explore that which is spiritual within themselves and to encounter possibilities beyond their experience, including elements of mystery, wonder, and transcendence.  Collective worship has a key role in promoting among pupils a clear set of personal values and beliefs.  It also has a role in promoting respect for and understanding of those with different beliefs and religious practices from their own.
It is important that the school identifies its own aims for collective worship relevant to the priorities of the school.  Collective worship makes an invaluable contribution to Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development (SMSC) and it is important that the aims identified by the school relate to all aspects of SMSC.  For further guidance, please see Appendix 2.
2. Common Misunderstandings
Many fail to understand the term collective worship and prefer the commonly used term ‘assembly’. The word assembly does not convey the significance of the opportunities and experiences that a school can and should be offering in this time. All collective worship is an assembly because it involves pupils coming together in usual school groups such as whole school, phase, and year or class group. Not all assemblies are collective worship - they may be an opportunity for conveying information, ensuring safety, or celebrating as a community but to become collective worship they need to include a spiritual dimension as well as the opportunity for pupils to grow in their moral, social and cultural understanding.  
It is important to remember that collective worship is not the same as corporate worship (that which usually happens in a place of worship).

Many schools use Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) materials to support their collective worship. These resources used alone do not provide sufficient depth in the spiritual dimension to be suitable for collective worship.
3. Good Practice in Collective Worship

Schools need to consider a number of factors to ensure that collective worship is distinctive from, but related to, other educational experiences. For collective worship to have the maximum positive impact on the life of the school and on pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development it is important that it is properly planned and evaluated. 
The planning process may address the following questions which could form part of a whole school process, ideally involving teachers, pupils and, possibly, parents.

  


It is good practice for schools to have a collective worship policy.  A model collective worship policy, to be completed according to the school’s individual circumstances and practice, can be found in Appendix 6.  

It is good practice for all members of staff to be present because collective worship is the coming together of the school community. Collective worship is a fundamental part of the shared ethos of the school and it is important that staff act as positive role models.  
In summary, collective worship should:
· give children the opportunity to participate and reflect

· provide opportunities for spiritual and moral development for all children regardless of their beliefs
· make community values explicit and reinforce positive attitudes such as hope, aspiration and empathy
· challenge pupils’ thinking
· mark significant occasions of celebration and commemoration
· be creative, relevant and engaging
4. What does the law require? 
Collective worship has been a statutory requirement since the 1944 Education Act. The 1988 Education Reform Act (with guidance from DfE Circular 1/94 (1994) affirmed the statutory position. The requirement for a daily act of collective worship was confirmed in the 1996 Education Act and there has been no subsequent change to primary legislation.
The legislation states that all registered pupils shall take part in an act of collective worship every day. (ERA 6.1) with two exceptions:
a) those pupils whose parents have exercised the right to withdraw their child from collective worship 
b) pupils in year 12 and above who are permitted to withdraw and have chosen to do so.
Collective worship must be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’ unless the school has a Determination or religious designation. Collective worship ‘reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief, without being distinctive of any Christian denomination’ (ERA 7:1-3).

Collective Worship

a) may take place at any time of the school day

b) should take place on school premises

c) must be appropriate to the age, aptitude and family background of pupils

The responsibility for collective worship rests with the head teacher and governing body or academy trust, as appropriate. In schools with a religious character, collective worship is delivered according to the trust deeds and reflects the faith or denomination of the foundation.  
Collective worship in free schools and academies is determined by the school’s funding agreement.

The legal framework applies to all Local Authority maintained schools except those with a religious character. The local Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) is responsible for ensuring that pupils in maintained schools receive their entitlement to a daily act of collective worship.
While special schools are not legally required to provide collective worship, Bradford SACRE recommends that they consider their particular circumstances and offer this opportunity to pupils as appropriate.
Staff have the right to withdraw from collective worship on the grounds of conscience.
5. What is a Determination?
In schools where it is felt that collective worship that is ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’ is inappropriate for pupils, for religious reasons, the school may apply for a Determination. The Determination lifts the requirement for collective worship to be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’. 
Community schools without a religious character apply to the local SACRE for the granting of a Determination. Free schools and academies apply to the Education Funding Agency (EFA).

A Determination does not lift the requirement for a daily act of collective worship.
There are three types of Determination: 
Whole school Determination     The school will offer inclusive worship in which all pupils can take part and which will draw from a variety of religions and beliefs.
The whole school is exempt from collective worship which is ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’.

Part Determination

 HYPERLINK "https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/Diversity%20and%20Cohesion/Geraldine/Determination%20B%20Part.doc"    
The school will offer one group of pupils the opportunity to meet for worship specific to their faith whilst the remainder of the pupils meet for worship which is wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.  
Part of the school is exempt from collective worship which is ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’.         
Series of Determinations           The school will offer a range of faith groups, according to the demographic of the school, the opportunity to    meet for worship specific to each faith. Separate provision will be made for pupils whose parents do not wish them to attend the faith worship provided by the school. This usually takes place on one day of the week.

On the remaining days the school will meet in normal school groupings for inclusive worship in which all pupils can take part and which will draw from a variety of religions and beliefs.

A series of groups within the school are exempt from collective worship which is ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.

It is the responsibility of the governing body to apply for a Determination. Schools are strongly advised to consult with parents and pupils. Evidence of parental consultation is particularly important when a school is changing its Determination either during or at the end of the statutory period, normally five years.                  
Applications from community schools must be made on the standard Bradford SACRE application form which can be accessed using the link below:
Schools are required to submit their collective worship policy and evidence of planning to Bradford SACRE.  Schools are welcome to submit additional evidence to support their application and may be invited to present their application at a SACRE meeting.
Determinations last for five years after which they must be renewed, or the school will revert to having to comply with the requirement to provide collective worship of a ‘wholly or mainly broadly Christian character’.  
A school may amend its Determination during this five-year period by submitting a new application with supporting documentation. 
6. Do we need a Determination?

The questions below may be of assistance in deciding whether or not the school meets statutory requirements and whether or not a Determination would be appropriate for the school.  See Appendix 3 for examples of schools with Determinations.
	Question


	Tick or cross as appropriate
	Details of provision
	Corrective action to take if provision is not in place

	
	(
	X
	
	

	Is your school Voluntary Aided or Voluntary Controlled?
	
	
	Determinations are not appropriate for schools with a religious character, whatever the make-up of the community that they serve
	

	Do all registered pupils, except those eligible for withdrawal, attend a daily act of collective worship?
	
	
	Legislation requires that all registered pupils (except those whose parents have informed the school that they wish their child to be withdrawn from collective worship and sixth form pupils who have chosen to withdraw) attending a maintained school should take part in a daily act of collective worship. It is the head teacher’s duty to secure this. The governing body and the Local Authority (LA) must also ensure that the school is compliant with the legislation.
	The school must take action to rectify their statutory non-compliance. Non-compliance with statutory requirements can impact on an Ofsted outcome. Support is available from SACRE through the work of the Interfaith Education Centre.



	Over a term are most acts of collective worship ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’?
	
	
	Collective worship can draw on material from a range of faiths and traditions but the majority of acts of worship over a term must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character. 
	Some schools feel that this is sufficiently flexible to enable them to use material from a broad range of traditions and they therefore do not need a Determination. Other schools consider that a whole school Determination gives greater flexibility.

	Is collective worship that is wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character appropriate for, and inclusive of, all pupils attending the school?
	
	
	Collective worship, subject to the right of withdrawal, is appropriate for and includes all pupils attending the school. 
	If it is not appropriate, schools may apply for a Determination which waives the necessity for worship to be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.

	Is collective worship appropriate to the family background of the pupils?
	
	
	The broad traditions of Christian belief that are reflected in collective worship should be appropriate to the family backgrounds of the pupils and their ages and aptitudes. 
	Schools may apply for a Determination which allows them to provide faith worship for one or more faith groups or inclusive worship for the whole school.

                                                            

	Do pupils meet in usual school groupings e.g. whole school/key stage/class?
	
	
	Schools may meet for collective worship as a whole school or separate acts of collective worship for pupils according to age groups or different school groups This does not include religious groups. 
	If the school divides into faith groups a Determination is required. This may be a Determination for one faith or a series of Determinations for a number of different faiths.

If the school has a part or series of Determinations and wishes to change this practice they should inform SACRE and apply for a Determination for inclusive worship.


Appendix 1
Further Guidance on Good Quality Collective Worship
Creating the Right Atmosphere
Wherever collective worship is held, it is important to create an atmosphere which is different to the usual ‘busyness’ of school life. 
A Focal Point 

Most schools follow the good practice of playing music as pupils enter and leave. Music offers the children the opportunity to experience a wide range of genres and cultures.  Please see also the SACRE/Bradford Council document ‘Music and Islam’.
Some schools light a candle or use an image of a lighted candle as a signal for collective worship.  Health and safety risks should be considered.  Other focal points might be natural objects, artefacts related to the theme or images may be projected onto a screen.  These can be the focus for a time of reflection.
A Positive Learning Experience
The material used to convey the ‘message’ and the way that it is presented, should be clear, engaging and age appropriate.  Changes in pace and dynamic can increase engagement.  Involvement and interaction with and between pupils is important to maintain their attention. Excitement should be managed in a way that allows time for calm to be restored and to hear and understand the message to be drawn from the material.

Story, fact or fiction, from a faith tradition or not, can be central to collective worship and should be chosen to promote an understanding of the theme and the expected outcomes of collective worship.  Suggestions for stories and story-telling techniques are available from the Interfaith Education Centre.
Themes and Content

Well-planned collective worship will complement and enhance what is happening during the rest of the school day.  Most importantly, it will enhance the whole school ethos.

For maximum impact it is important that there is a structured approach to planning.  The school will have identified the aims of collective worship and the programme of themes and content which will enable these aims to be met.  Themes may last for a week or for a sequence of weeks/half a term.  Whilst these provide a long-term plan, it is important there is flexibility and confidence to respond to unforeseen events.  These, for example natural disasters, are appropriate for a shared response through collective worship.

Themes give coherence to a series of acts of worship but do not in themselves constitute acts of worship Possible themes include: aspiration, gifts and talents, light, emotions, opposites, rights and responsibilities, seasons, communities, celebrations.

In schools with a Determination for separate faith worship it is good practice to encourage the leader, whether a member of the school staff or a visitor from the community or Interfaith Education Centre, to share the same themes as worship which takes place during the rest of the week. Schools which include their regular faith worship leaders in the planning of collective worship have been praised by Ofsted for their promotion of community cohesion.
Patterns of Delivery

Space permitting, a useful model is to begin the week with whole school collective worship which introduces the theme or objective for the week, followed on successive days by phase or class collective worship which uses preselected materials to develop pupils’ awareness and understanding. The week can conclude with the whole school coming together to consolidate (and celebrate the impact of) collective worship. Whatever the pattern of delivery, it is important that the whole school shares and values collective worship on each day.

Purposeful Assembly
Legislation states that schools should meet for collective worship in any normal school grouping. This means that the school might meet as a whole school, phase, year group, class/tutor group or any combination of these. Schools with a part or series of Determination may meet, in accordance with their Determination, in a group other than a normal school grouping, such as faith group/s, for the number of times each week specified in their Determination.
In whole school/phase acts of collective worship, the way pupils enter the hall, or any gathering space, is vital to the atmosphere to be created. 
In the classroom it is important to separate collective worship from other classroom activities.  Putting away books and equipment will help pupils to identify this as a time that is ‘different’.
Meaningful Response

Reflection is central to collective worship.  Sound can be used sensitively such as the quiet playing of background music or silence.  Everything and everybody should be as still as possible, either with eyes closed or focused on the artefact or image that has been provided.  This may be introduced as a time of prayer or a time of reflection. Leaders should be very sensitive to the appropriateness of prayer when there are pupils from a range of beliefs.  Once the message is summarised in an invitation to ‘reflect on’ or to ‘think about’, everyone present is given the opportunity to reflect on their own response in silence.  
It is important that pupils know how the response time is going to end. The response time might be concluded with a prayer or alternatively the quietening or gradual introduction of music, the ringing of a bell or singing bowl can be used to indicate that the time of reflection and response is over. This is the point where they can open their eyes or refocus on the world around them.

Other factors to consider:
Singing

Songs or hymns should either celebrate the coming together of the whole school or reflect the theme of the collective worship. Care should also be given to the selection of songs – words should not imply faith or have a negative impact on the integrity of faith communities from which  pupils come. Some parents may not wish their child to sing.
Notices 
Notices may form part of an assembly, but they are not part of collective worship.  Notices may precede or end collective worship.  However there should be a clear differentiation between assembly, including notices, and acts of collective worship. 
Appendix 2
How does Collective Worship promote Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development?

Good collective worship makes a significant contribution to pupils’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development (SMSC).  In judging the overall effectiveness of a school, the effectiveness of SMSC is one of the key factors.  The school inspection handbook 2018 defines SMSC as follows:
142. The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their:

· ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values

· sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them

· use of imagination and creativity in their learning

· willingness to reflect on their experiences.
143. The moral development of pupils is shown by their:

· ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England

· understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions

· interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

144. The social development of pupils is shown by their:

· use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising with other pupils, including those from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds

· willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively

· acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain.
145. The cultural development of pupils is shown by their:

· understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and those of others

· understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain

· knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain

· willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural opportunities

· interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global communities.
Effectively planned collective worship provides innumerable opportunities for SMSC development in the school, but it should not be seen as the sole means of promoting it. Collective worship also enables schools to develop a shared understanding of universal values including those identified by the Department for Education as ‘British Values’ of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs.

Appendix 3
Evaluating Impact

Collective worship should have an impact on pupils’ spiritual awareness, attitudes and behaviours both inside and outside school.  The following checklist may be helpful to schools in evaluating collective worship.
	Collective worship should:
	How far does collective worship in your school fulfil each criterion?

	
	Fully
	Partially
	Not at all

	1
	Encourage children to experience awe, wonder and mystery.

	
	
	

	2
	Encourage children and young people to increase their sensitivity to the mysteries of life by providing opportunities to reflect upon them, and upon the fundamental questions of existence.
	
	
	

	3
	Provide an opportunity for pupils to be aware of the concept of transcendence (the possibility of the existence of a Supreme Being or God) and provide opportunities for worship. It should be recognised that within a school community there will be considerable variance in how the concept of ‘supreme being’ is recognised.  Some participants will come from families where there is no belief in a ‘Supreme Being’ or God.
	
	
	

	4
	Allow children to express their faith (if appropriate) and to explore their own beliefs, in a school setting.
	
	
	

	5
	Develop an appreciation of the infinite variety in the natural world and develop an understanding of the need for stewardship (e.g. conservation/environmental responsibility).
	
	
	

	6
	Encourage children to identify the difference between right and wrong.
	
	
	

	7
	Encourage children to examine the impact of their own actions on others.
	
	
	

	8
	Help children to develop self-awareness and empathy for others.
	
	
	

	9
	Encourage the sharing of achievement and successes in personal, school and community life.
	
	
	

	10
	Foster a sense of community and fellowship, bringing pupils together to celebrate the shared ethos of the school and the wider community.
	
	
	

	11
	Provide opportunities for celebration, thanksgiving and the sharing of experiences including emotions e.g. joy, hope, friendship, fear, anguish, forgiveness.
	
	
	


Appendix 4
Resources
There are many materials available to support collective worship in schools including web based resources. 
Some offer complete collective worship plans while others provide a useful stimulus for schools to develop their own materials. 
Links to useful resources can be found on the Interfaith Education Centre page of Bradford Schools Online (BSO).

The Interfaith Education Centre can provide extensive support for collective worship through the expertise of the faith tutor team, who are available to lead separate faith or inclusive worship.

Diversity and Cohesion
City of Bradford MDC 
Margaret McMillan Tower
Bradford

BD1 1NN
T
01274 439379
E
interfaith@bradford.gov.uk
Appendix 5
Examples of Schools with Determinations
A
 Primary School 

Whole School Determination
A primary school is a community school of 265 pupils, 98.9% of whom are from an ethnic minority background. The majority of pupils are of Pakistani Muslim heritage but there are a growing proportion of pupils from Eastern Europe.

In the past the school has provided separate faith worship. Senior management are concerned that there is friction between the two main ethnic groups both inside school and in the community. They are committed to equality and cohesion and are developing a whole school approach to building positive relationships. 

The head teacher in collaboration with the governing body made a successful application for a whole school Determination.

Collective worship is carefully planned in the context of the inclusive ethos of the school. Material is drawn from a wide range of sources and pupils are given the opportunity for personal reflection.

B 
Primary School

Series of Determinations
B is slightly larger than most primary schools with 360 pupils on roll, 88% of who are from ethnic minority backgrounds. The school serves a diverse community, the majority of whom are of Pakistani Muslim heritage.

The school wishes to continue the practice of providing separate faith worship for Christian, Hindu, Muslim and Sikh pupils on one day each week. Pupils who do not belong to any of these groups or who do not profess a faith meet together in a ‘Rainbow’ group led by school staff. The Christian group is led by members of the local Anglican Church; the other faith worship is led by faith tutors from the Interfaith Education Centre. Stories, teachings and prayers from each of the faiths are linked to SEAL themes in order that there is consistency with the school curriculum. 

The school believes that separate faith worship affirms pupils’ identity and strengthens their knowledge and understanding of their own faith. Parents appreciate the recognition and value that the school gives to the importance of faith in the lives of its community.
C
Secondary School

Whole School Determination
C is a large secondary school with 1292 pupils on roll. A very substantial proportion, 89.9% of students are from minority ethnic groups, with about two thirds coming from Pakistani backgrounds. The school has a growing number of pupils from Eastern Europe. The school is situated on the outskirts of the city.

There is limited space for all pupils to meet together. The school has a Determination for whole school inclusive worship.  Collective worship is delivered through ‘thought for the day’ at a set time each day. A long-term thematic programme has been developed and themes are discussed in tutor groups at the start of each week. The senior leadership team of the school makes very explicit the expectation that the whole school will observe a time of silence to reflect on the thought for the week each day. This expectation is shared with visitors to the school who are also expected to observe this time of reflection.
Appendix 6  
Model Policy
This model policy provides a framework for schools to adapt to reflect their own practice, it is important that the blank sections are completed with the correct information for the individual school. The policy must be approved by the Governing Body/Trust Board and reviewed on a regular basis.  Copies of planning, implementation and evaluation, including the impact of collective worship, documents should be kept alongside the policy document.
A Model Policy for Collective Worship

1. Introduction

__________School is a _____________school, in the Bradford Metropolitan District, catering for children aged from ________ to ______
This worship policy has been designed with our school population in mind. It is written in accordance with guidance from Bradford’s Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE). The school has also consulted representatives of local faith communities (include names of groups not individual people e.g. ‘the local Muslim community’)
2. Policy statement
This worship policy reflects the law (i.e. the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act) and strengthens the community ethos of the school.

Collective Worship will take place daily and will be planned so as to be appropriate to all pupils of any religion or none, to enable them to be present and take part as appropriate.

The aims of collective worship in _____________School
Describe the aims of collective worship for the school.

All present should feel valued whatever their faith or personal beliefs.

Under no circumstances will pupils be asked to adopt beliefs, which are contrary to their family background.

The aims of collective worship will reflect the beliefs and backgrounds of individual pupils and encourage a voluntary response from pupils. Worship will acknowledge and respect the responses of individual pupils and provide opportunities for them to express their feelings, delight at life, wonder, joy, rejoicing, sorrow etc.
Acts of worship will not assume a shared religious commitment. They will encourage pupils to consider their own place in the community and what it means to be a global citizen.
The school values the impact of collective worship on the wellbeing of all members of the school community and ensures that collective worship is regularly monitored and evaluated (describe processes) by  (state who carries out these processes e.g. senior leadership / governors /  parents / pupils / worship committee  consisting of …. Evaluation of the impact of collective worship is reported back to the Governing Body (state how frequently)
3. The legal requirements: the Education Reform Act 1988
Organisation 
Describe when collective worship takes place on each day and the way in which pupils are grouped e.g. whole school / class etc

Style and Character
Describe the style of the worship select from the appropriate example including information specific to the school
· The school provides a daily act of worship which is wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character, 

· The school has a whole school Determination which allows us to hold a daily act of collective worship which is of an inclusive character drawing inspiration from a range of faiths, beliefs and traditions.
· The school has a part Determination which allows one group of pupils, namely _________ to meet on _________ days of the week for faith worship which is led by (describe who leads worship e.g. a member of staff or a visitor*) whilst the remainder of the school meets for collective worship of wholly or mainly a broadly Christian character. On the other days of the week the school meets for collective worship which is wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.
· The school has a series of Determinations which allow (specify groups of pupils) to meet for worship according to their own faith on ________days a week which is led by (describe who leads worship e.g. a member of staff or a visitor*). The remaining pupils (describe provision for pupils not provided for by separate faith worship).

On the remaining days the school meets for worship which is of an inclusive character i.e. drawing inspiration from a range of faiths, beliefs and traditions.

* identify the organisation that the visitor comes from / their credentials for leading faith worship in school. Leaders of faith worship should be practising members of the faith.
Interpreting the law for our school
Parents may withdraw their children from collective worship on grounds of conscience should they wish to do so, but we believe that collective worship is inclusive and beneficial for all pupils. You are strongly encouraged to discuss this with the head teacher before making a decision to withdraw your child.
Arrangements for those children withdrawn from Collective Worship
It is hoped that no child will have to be withdrawn from Collective Worship, but where this is the case the following arrangements will be made describe what provision will be made for pupils who are withdrawn e.g. what they will be doing, where and with whom.
4. The content of Collective Worship

Collective Worship may include the following:
Describe how collective worship will make an impact on pupil’s spiritual, moral social and cultural development.
Give examples of the overall themes and examples of activities and opportunities for reflection in collective worship in your school.
The content of Collective Worship will be designed to: enhance the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils, to provide opportunities for reflection, to praise achievements, and promote recognition of each pupil’s worth and potential.

5. Conclusion

Collective worship is an opportunity to describe the contribution of collective worship to the ethos and life of the school and wider community.
Policy written by _____________
Approved by Governing Body__________________
Signed by Chair of Governors __________________

      To be reviewed______________
(Delete all instructions in red on completion)
Appendix 7
Sample Planning Sheet from Peel Park Primary School

	Collective Worship: a part of Assembly planning 

	Date:
	Year Group(s):
	Muslim Worship? 
	Christian Worship?
	Friends Circle? 

	Theme:

 
	Stand alone? Yes  OR   Part of a series on:

	How will you convey the main message? 
	Reading a story
	Drama/pupil involvement
	Singing
	Other (please specify)

	How will the children be sitting? 
	At tables
	On the carpet
	In classes
	Other (please specify)

	Collective Worship

	How will you create a focal point? 


	Image
	
	Details:

	
	Silence
	
	

	
	Eyes closed
	
	

	
	Music
	
	

	
	Candle
	
	

	
	Stillness
	
	

	
	Other
	
	

	The purpose is to (be) : 
	Joyful and Celebrate
	Quiet and reflective
	Worship within a faith
	Spiritual understanding



	
	Awareness of mystery
	Develop Empathy
	Moral development
	Community 

	Do you intend that pupils (Tick or highlight)
	Appreciate the infinite variety in the natural world and the need for conservation/environmental responsibility

	Experience awe and wonder
	Encourage understanding of the difference between right and wrong

	Increase their sensitivities to the to the mysteries of life, reflect on these and the fundamental questions of existence
	Encourage children to understand the impact of their own actions

	Raise awareness of Transcendence (the possibility of a Supreme being or God)
	Help children to develop self-understanding or empathy for others

	Allow children to express their faith and explore their own beliefs
	Share achievement and success (school, personal, community)

	Foster a sense of community and fellowship, celebrate the shared ethos of school/community
	Provide opportunities for celebration and thanksgiving, sharing experiences and emotions e.g. joy, hope, friendship, fear, anguish, forgiveness


Appendix 8

Sample Policy from Newby Primary School

1. Introduction

Newby Primary School is a situated in the heart of West Bowling, in the Bradford Metropolitan District, catering for children aged from three to eleven. This collective worship policy has been designed with the school population in mind: a multi-cultural community that prides itself on being an exciting centre of learning and personal development. It is written in accordance with guidance from Bradford’s Standing Advisory Council for RE (SACRE). The school has also taken great care to consult with parents and governors (who represent our local faith communities), the local Muslim community and church leaders from St. Stephen’s. 

Collective Worship should offer pupils opportunities to explore and share beliefs; consider the importance of prayer, meditation and silence; consider the relevance of ideas and beliefs to their own lives; think about the needs of others and develop a sense of community; and appreciate the importance of religious beliefs to those who hold them. Collective Worship also offers an opportunity to re-affirm, interpret and put into practice the values of the school. It provides a time to celebrate the various achievements of members of the community that are held to be of worth. 

Collective Worship at Newby Primary School involves all members of the community and has been planned to promote spiritual and moral development within the framework of the law. 

2. Policy statement 

This Worship policy reflects the law (i.e. the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act) and strengthens the community ethos of the school. Collective Worship will take place daily and will be planned so as to be appropriate to all pupils of any religion or none, to enable them to be present and take part as appropriate. 

The aims of collective worship at Newby Primary School: 

· Develop spirituality (*see Appendix A for definition)

· All present should feel valued whatever their faith or personal beliefs. 

· Under no circumstances will pupils be asked to accept beliefs, which are contrary to their family background. 

· Introduce themes that will reflect the beliefs and backgrounds of individual pupils. 

· Introduce children to the wider world, including other faiths, beliefs, events and cultures.

· Encourage a voluntary response from pupils as they make their own connections with the themes presented. 

· Acknowledge and respect the responses of individual pupils and provide opportunities for them to express their feelings, emotions and connections with a range of thoughts, experiences, events and cultures.

· Will not assume a shared religious commitment. 

· Will encourage pupils to consider their own place in the local and wider community and what it means to be a citizen. 

· Encourage pupils to consider Newby’s own British Values and how these connect to life outside school. 

The school values the impact of collective worship on the wellbeing of all members of the school community and ensures that collective worship is regularly monitored and evaluated by school senior leadership team (SLT) as part of the monitoring duties across the whole school. The assistant head teachers will report regularly, via the senior leadership meeting, where the Head Teacher and relevant Governors will receive updates on the impact and effectiveness of the planning and delivery across school. Collective worship will be a regular item on the agenda at SLT meeting. 

3. The legal requirements: The Education Reform Act 1988 

The following table illustrates how children in each part of the school will participate in Collective Worship during a typical school week. 

	Day:
	EY/KS1
	KS2

	Monday
	Classes/cohort Collective Worship  

30/60 pupils – teacher lead
	Collective Worship celebration gathering in school hall – AHT/teachers

	Tuesday
	EYFS & Y1 = Class based Collective Worship

Y2 = Collective Worship in school hall with KS2 – Faith leaders/SLT
	Y2 & KS2 Collective Worship in school hall – Faith leaders/SLT

	Wednesday
	KS1 Collective Worship in school hall – Head/Deputy lead
	Collective Worship in classes/cohort groups – 30/60 pupils – teacher lead

	Thursday
	Classes/cohort Collective Worship in groups – 30/60 pupils– teacher lead
	KS2 Collective Worship in school hall – Head/Deputy lead

	Friday
	Collective Worship Celebration gathering in school hall – KS1 - AHT/teachers
	Collective Worship in classes/cohort groups – 30/60 pupils– teacher lead


The different formats of Collective Worship allow for a variety of presentations and responses by pupils. 

(*See Appendix B for planning format guidance for levels of Collective Worship)

Style and Character 

The school has a SACRE determination to hold a daily act of collective worship which is of an inclusive character drawing inspiration from a range of faiths, beliefs and traditions. Pupils in classes Y2 to Y6 will meet once a week to take part in a specific gathering where religious leaders from various faiths will lead the collective worship. 

Interpreting the law for our school 

Parents may withdraw their children from Collective Worship on grounds of conscience should they wish to do so, however, we believe that Collective Worship is inclusive and beneficial for all pupils. 

Please contact the Head teacher to discuss any concerns. 

It is hoped that no child will have to be withdrawn from Collective Worship however, where this is the case, appropriate arrangements will be made.  

4. The content of Collective Worship: 

Assemblies and Collective Worship at Newby Primary School is both spiritual and educational and recognised as having a major contribution to the spiritual and moral development of all pupils.

Through Collective Worship we aim to: 

· provide an all-inclusive opportunity to build and reinforce community values; 

· reflect on and understand elements of life which are of value and worth; 

· provide a variety of opportunities for spiritual, moral, social, cultural and intellectual development; 

· provide opportunities for expressing shared experiences and interests and for celebrating special occasions together - encourage the sharing of achievement and successes in school, personal and community life.

· provide opportunities in which pupils interact with other year groups, staff and on occasions the wider community.

· Encourage children to experience awe, wonder and mystery through the themes explored;

· Encourage children and young people, whether or not they belong to a religion, to increase their sensitivity to the mysteries of life and to provide opportunities to reflect upon these mysteries and the fundamental questions of existence.

· Raise awareness of transcendence (the possibility of the existence of a Supreme Being or God) and provide opportunities to worship God (for those with a faith)

· Allow children to express their faith (if appropriate) and to explore their own beliefs, in a school setting

· Develop an appreciation of the infinite variety in the natural world and develop an understanding of the need for stewardship (e.g. conservation/environmental responsibility)

· Encourage children to identify the difference between right and wrong

· Encourage children to examine the impact of their own actions on others

· Help children to develop self-understanding and empathy for others

· Foster a sense of community and fellowship, a cohesive experience, bringing pupils together to celebrate the shared ethos of the school and the wider community

· Provide opportunities for celebration, thanksgiving and the sharing of experiences and emotions e.g. joy, hope, friendship, fear, anguish and forgiveness.

The content of Collective Worship is designed to enhance the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils. It will provide opportunities for daily reflection. It will raise an awareness of transcendence and provide a forum where children can discuss the possibility of a higher being. Collective Worship at Newby will celebrate the good in people and our community, it will praise the achievements and promote recognition of each pupil’s own worth and potential. By inviting religious leaders from a variety of different faiths to support and deliver Collective Worship; children will have the opportunity to see the similarities in, and recognise the importance of, different faiths. 

5. Conclusion 

Collective Worship underpins the current ethos of the school by providing an opportunity to develop spirituality in an inclusive and cohesive way for all pupils throughout the school. This is a significant contribution towards the school vision. 

Our Vision
To help each child to find and develop their whole potential in order to become fulfilled and responsible members of society in every aspect of their lives.
Ethos
We work in partnership with the school’s stakeholders to promote good relationships and a sense of belonging to the school community whilst regarding all pupils as individuals and respecting their rights, values and beliefs.
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How does the school define the aims of 


collective worship?





What themes and content will enable the aims to be met?  How will these be delivered?





How will the appropriate atmosphere and sense of expectation be created?





How will the evaluation of the impact of collective worship inform future practice?





What evidence will be gathered, and from whom, to evaluate collective worship?





What are the anticipated outcomes of collective worship and how will these be measured?
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