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September 2016 
Welcome….. 
Welcome to the fourteenth edition of Educate Positive, a regular publication which highlights the 
educational excellence in education and across the district’s schools and settings.  In this edition 
we look at the impact being made on young people’s literacy, two teachers from Steeton Primary 
who have been learning about the education system in Italy, as well as a Titus Salt student 
achieving the highest score in the country in Chemistry.   
 
Titus Salt student receives top award  
This publication has previously reported about the STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
provision and success at Titus Salt School. 
 

Another example of how this provision impacts on its 
students is the success of Year 12 student, Nicole Mitchell, 
(pictured) who not only received the highest possible award 
in the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge, but also achieved 
the highest score in the country! 
 

The Cambridge Chemistry Challenge aims to stretch and 
challenge students interested in chemistry.  The challenge 
takes students significantly beyond the syllabus and 
encourages them to think about science in the way they 
would at university.  Nicole’s first rate performance enabled 
her to attend a residential Chemistry camp at the University 
of Cambridge during the summer holidays.  Well done 
Nicole. 
 
 
 
 
Quality Mark awarded to Visual Impairment Team  

Bradford Council’s Visual Impairment 
Team which is part of the sensory service 
was awarded a quality mark for the work 
they do in supporting children and young 
people with visual impairment across the 
Bradford District. 
 

The award is made by regional heads of 
visual impairment services across 
Yorkshire and the Humber. It follows a 
lengthy assessment process which 
includes self evaluation and a whole day 
assessment by four external assessors.   
 

There are 39 visual impairment staff 
working across the District.  Pupils with 

the severest vision loss attend two special centres which have additional resources at primary and 
secondary level. The team works with 179 children on the active caseload. The team also supports 
children and young people whose vision is less severely affected.  Pictured above is the Visual 
Impairment Team. 
 

For further information please contact Anne Lomas, T 01274 439266. 
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Literacy corner……  
 
Impact of the National Literacy Hub in 
Bradford  
Standards in literacy are on the up says the National Literacy 
Trust, the charity behind the National Literacy Trust Hub in 
Bradford. 
  

Bradford is one of three hubs set up with the National Literacy 
Trust to provide coordinated literacy provision at a local level 
to drive up literacy levels in order to increase educational 
attainment, employability skills and improve health and 
wellbeing outcomes for our young people.   
 

A report published by the charity shows that more of the 
Bradford district’s young people wrote either on a daily basis 
or a few times a week outside of the school day, which is 
higher than pupils regionally and nationally: 
 

 

Bradford 52.6%; Regionally 39.7%; Nationally 44.1% 
 

 

The National Literacy Trust Hub in Bradford has engaged with the media on a number of elements 
showcasing the work being done to improve literacy across the district. The involvement with the 
media is an opportunity to increase awareness about the importance of literacy and to engage 
parents in their children’s literacy development.  High profile figures in the district including the 
Chief Executive of Bradford Bulls, a Bradford City player and a local boxer have all played their 
part in communicating the importance of improving children’s reading and writing skills. 
 

For more information about the National Literacy Trust Hub in Bradford, please contact Jo 
Franks at jo.franks@literacytrust.org.uk or Imran Hafeez at 
imran.hafeez@literacytrust.org.uk      
 

Picture shows Haroon reading with his father. 
 
 
Teens fulfil their reading potential 
For almost nine years teenagers in Bradford have been able to improve their reading skills thanks 
to the Bradford Libraries Teen Reading Group which was started back in December 2007.  The 
scheme was as a result of the Fulfilling their Potential (FtP) Project, which looked at ways to 
engage young people in libraries. At the time there was no other such reading group targeted 
specifically at teenagers (12 – 14 year olds) and certainly none that brought together teenagers 
from various backgrounds and age groups.  Adult book groups had proved to be very successful 
and the need for teenagers to have their own book groups became apparent, through consultation 
work undertaken with teenagers in five secondary schools in Bradford since June 2005.  
 
 

Reading helps young people to cope with the pressures of life, feel better about themselves and 
boosts confidence - all of which the Teen Reading Group can offer.  This group has proved to be a 
success story for Bradford Libraries. It has met regularly every month since 2007, maintaining a 
core group of between 6 to 9 teenagers, meeting on a monthly basis. The initial cohort did fit the 
age group of 12 to 14 years but then many of the group wanted to continue. It was decided to open 
up the age range to older teenagers and now the group is open to 12 to 18 year olds. Both this and 
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the fact it offers a reading group for teens from all over the district and from different backgrounds 
has increased its popularity and success. 
 
 

In October 2016 the Teen Reading Group is going to Ilkley Literature Festival and also the 
Alhambra to see “A Tale of Two Cities”, so another busy year is on the horizon. The group will 
reach its 10th Birthday in December 2017 and we look forward to celebrating ten years of 
supporting teen reading. 
 
Picture shows some of the Teen Reading Group with authors at last year’s Ilkley Literature 
Festival. 

 
For more information please contact Christinea Donnelly, T 01274 433915. 
 
 
When in Rome….. 
Pupils in Steeton are learning about education in 
Italy following a job-shadowing visit by two of their 
teachers to a school in Rome. 
 

Teachers Diana Linford and Wendy Hardcastle 
(pictured) from Steeton Primary School visited a 
school in Rome to see what schools in Italy are like.  
They worked with three Roman schools: IC 
Ferraironi, Romolo Balzani and Pisacane on a 
number of international eTwinning projects over the 
last few years.  
 

Their pupils have studied ‘Farming around Europe’ 
and the two World Wars together.   The teachers 
received funding for the visit from Erasmus+, which 
provides money for staff and students to visit other 
schools in Europe, for education and training.   
 

Information for schools about Erasmus+ KA1 funding for staff mobilities and job-shadowing: 
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/apply-for-school-staff-mobility-funding 
 

For further information please contact John Cooper, headteacher, T 01535 653315. 
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Travelling safely students are awarded 
Two students from Beechcliffe Special School are now able to travel alone following training they 
attended which taught them the tasks and skills associated with travelling independently. 
 
 

Kieron and Harris, who are both 17 years old, attended the Travel Training at Bradford Council’s 
Shearbridge Depot. 
 
 

Travel training is a structured and planned course of training which helps children and young 
people make their first step towards independence. 
 
 

The Travel Training Unit works with disabled and non-disabled children and young people who 
require support, assistance, mentoring and training to plan and use walking routes and all forms of 
public transport including buses and trains. 
 
 

The Travel Training Unit supports children and young people on a one-to-one basis or in small 
groups planning and practising journeys. They also help with learning associated tasks and skills to 
enable students to travel independently to and from school. 
 
 

The picture shows Kieron and Harris being presented with a special ‘six months safe' award by the 
Lord Mayor of Bradford, Coun Geoff Reid and the Lady Mayoress, Chris Reid. 
 
 

 
If you have any examples of good practice and would like to feature in a future 
Educate Positive publication, please contact Alyson Hardaker 
(Alyson.hardaker@bradford.gov.uk) or call her on 01274 434673. 


