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Early Years Pupil Premium  2015/2016

Guidance for Early 
Education Providers in the Private, Voluntary and Independent Sector
Published March 2015
1.  Summary of the Funding

The Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) is additional funding for early years settings in both the PVI and maintained sectors to improve the quality of early education they provide for disadvantaged 3- and 4-year-olds.  It aims to close the gap between the additional support disadvantaged children get at 2 through free Early Education Entitlement & at 4/5 onwards through the school-age Pupil Premium. 

2.  Eligibility

2.1  Identifying eligible children

3- and 4-year-olds in state-funded early education will attract EYPP funding if they meet at least one of the following criteria:

· their family gets 1 of the following:

· Income Support 

· income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

· income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

· support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

· the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

· Child Tax Credit (provided they’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

· Working Tax Credit run-on, which is paid for 4 weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

· Universal Credit
· they have 
· been in local-authority care for 1 day or more in England or Wales.
· been adopted from care in England or Wales.
· left care under a Child Arrangement Orders (formerly Special Guardianship Order), Adoption or Residence Order in England or Wales.
Children must receive free early education in order to attract EYPP funding. They do not have to take up the full 570 hours of early education they are entitled to in order to get EYPP as the funding can be paid on a pro rata basis for the number of hours taken up.
Early years providers are ultimately responsible for identifying eligible children. In particular, providers should speak to the parents of children who took up the early education entitlement for 2-year-olds, as some of these children will attract EYPP when they turn 3, however those 3-year-olds eligible through the Working Tax Credit or Special Educational Needs / Disability Living Allowance / Education and Health Care Plan criteria are not eligible for EYPP.

2.2  Eligibility Checks

The attached form will help explain to parents what the EYPP is and help you identify which of the children in your care are eligible for the funding. It is recommended that you ask all parents and guardians, regardless of family income or circumstances, to complete the form when they enrol their child and update it at least annually and at any time their circumstances change.  You should then provide this information to Early Childhood Services to run the necessary checks and make sure you receive the EYPP funding you are entitled to.  The flowchart attached illustrates how the EYPP will be administered and paid in Bradford.
2.2  Eligibility Checks (Ctd.)
Early Childhood Services will use the national Eligibility Checking System to check the eligibility of any child as informed by providers. In most cases a child’s eligibility will be checked twice:

1. Firstly when a provider or parent informs Early Childhood Services that a child may be eligible. If you wish to have a child’s eligibility checked before they begin to take up their free education entitlement, we suggest that you don’t do this more than a term in advance in case the family’s circumstances change.

2. The child’s eligibility should then be checked again in the academic year when the child is taking up their 4-year-old entitlement. This check will help you find out if the child’s circumstances have changed and they have stopped being eligible as a result. We recommend carrying out this second check at the beginning of the academic year in September, but you can use a different date if you wish.

In cases where a child becomes eligible when they are already 4 years old, a second check will not be necessary.
When you have a child’s eligibility checked, you should inform the child’s parents or legal carers of the outcome of the check. 

2.3  Checking the eligibility of children who have been in local-authority care

It is not possible to use the Eligibility Checking System for Looked After Children or those who:

· have been adopted from local-authority care 

· have left care through a special guardianship order

· are subject to a child arrangements order

Instead, the parents, adoptive parents or guardians of these children will have to show you evidence of the court order that proves that the child was formally in local-authority care in either England or Wales.  The Virtual School Head within Bradford Council will be responsible for identifying the children who are currently in local authority care. 

3.  Payments
The funding rate is set nationally at 53p per hour per eligible pupil.  This means that in the financial year 2015 to 2016, providers will receive £302.10 for each eligible child who takes up the full 570 hours of state-funded early education they are entitled to. 

EYPP funding follows the eligible child rather than the provider.  If a child moves to a different provider part way through the year, the child should not lose any of their funding.  If a child leaves part way through a term, you must inform the Local Authority and any payments made will be adjusted the following term.
From April 2015 the Government will fund Local Authorities based on an estimate of how many eligible children will take up their entitlement. From January 2016, the Department for Education (DfE) will calculate how much funding each local authority is allocated in future financial years based on the following information collected through early years census:

· how many eligible children are taking up their entitlement to EYPP;
· how many hours of early years provision these children are receiving;
· the reason why these children are eligible.
The EYPP will be paid along with normal Early Education payments each term.

As with other funding, we as a local authority will be responsible for ensuring that funding is passed to providers in respect of early education for individual eligible three- and four-year-olds, and that this money is not claimed fraudulently.
3.  Payments (Ctd.)
The Virtual School Head within Bradford Council has recommended devolving the Early Years Pupil Premium for children who are currently in local authority care (or who have left care through a Child Arrangement, Adoption or a Residence Order) to the settings where the children attend. It is felt that this will maximise the impact of the grant given the small number of children eligible and the amount of funding involved. A review will take place in January 2016.

The Virtual School Team will inform Early Childhood Services of all 3 and 4 year old Looked After Children (and those having left care through the circumstances outlined above) and the funding will then be allocated to the relevant providers.
4.  Using the EYPP Funding

The DfE believes that providers will use this funding most effectively where they have the flexibility to innovate and to spend it on the strategies that they think will be most effective.  However, as a result of this freedom, providers will be held to account for getting the best possible outcomes for disadvantaged children.  They will be expected to:

· ensure funding is well communicated to all parents/carers every term (in case family’s circumstances change) and encourage all parents/carers to complete the EYPP form at least annually;

· have a robust strategy for use of the EYPP;

· publish this on their website;

· demonstrate how their own EYPP strategy addresses the needs of the vulnerable children in their care.

The EYPP strategy and use of the funding will be a key factor in Ofsted grading.  
4.1  Access to Research and Best Practice
It is expected that providers will consult the evidence on what works in improving quality when making decisions about how to use their EYPP funding. 

To help providers access relevant research and practice, the DfE is working with organisations that bring together the evidence on what works in supporting better outcomes for children. The Education Endowment Foundation Teaching and Learning toolkit has been expanded to cover the early years. The toolkit provides a summary of educational research to help providers decide how to use their resources to improve the attainment of disadvantaged children. 
The expanded toolkit includes research on approaches to improving children’s outcomes in the early years and supporting the effective deployment of resources and staff. In addition to resources that provide access to research, the Early Intervention Foundation Guidebook provides an online library of programmes that can be delivered locally to improve child outcomes including positive early child development. 
4.2  Suggested Use of the Funding

There is evidence that one of the best things a provider can do to improve child outcomes is employ a specialist graduate member of staff. The evaluation of the Graduate Leader Fund found that providers with a graduate leader with Early Years Professional Status (EYPS) significantly improved the quality of provision and child outcomes.  The more time Early Years Professionals spent in rooms with children, the greater the impact that had on quality of provision in that room. 

Evidence shows that teacher-led early education leads to the best outcomes but in deprived areas nationally only 10% of staff in private nurseries are teachers with support.  The Government is therefore encouraging providers to use their EYPP funding to contribute to paying to reconfigure their nursery to be teacher led.  The Nuffield Trust recently reported that Ofsted data shows that the most highly graded providers employ a graduate with a high proportion of staff qualified to level 3.   
The Government is also encouraging providers to use their EYPP funding to purchase services from teaching schools alliances, whose excellence is already proven by their Ofsted rating. There are 100 teaching schools with registered nursery provision on site and over 1,000 more schools with nursery provision on site that are linked to teaching school alliances. In addition, 20 regional hubs are bringing together all types of early years providers and enabling them to benefit from shared knowledge and expertise to drive up quality in their area. 

Some providers may wish to pool their EYPP funding together in order to get more for their money, e.g. to contribute to the cost of a shared Early Years Teacher to work across a number of providers, potentially as part of a teaching school alliance.  

Below are some other potential uses of this additional funding:
Training
· Strengthening the understanding of Child Development.
· Parental support.

· Links with schools / Teaching Schools Alliances – buy in training.
Staffing
· Extra workers to perform home visits re attendance.

· Buy in Family Support Workers e.g.  for play in home work.

· Pool resources – e.g. teacher-led practice.

· Graduate member of staff working directly with children.

· More adult one-to-one time with children especially in larger classes.

· Increased qualifications throughout the staff team.
Miscellaneous
· Parental Peer Mentoring.
· Extend breakfast clubs to 3-4 year olds to counteract the effect of poor diet / lack of sleep on learning.
· Support wraparound childcare to improve attendance.

· Links with Health / Children’s Centres.

· Widen child experiences (thus encouraging attendance) – subsidised trips / visits.

· Additional specific resources e.g. ICT (e.g. for SEN children).

4.3  How the Funding will be Monitored
Providers will be held to account for the quality of the early education that they provide to disadvantaged children through Ofsted inspection. Ofsted have updated the inspection frameworks to set out that effective use and impact of the EYPP will be assessed under the leadership and management judgement. To make this judgement, Ofsted will want to see evidence that a provider has considered how best to invest EYPP funding, how they expect to determine if the money improves a child’s outcomes over the short and/or long term and any evidence available on impact already achieved. During the first year of the EYPP, Ofsted will look for evidence that providers understand and are planning to meet the needs of disadvantaged children. 

The provider self-evaluation framework now includes questions on the approach providers are taking to using the EYPP – how they are making use of the money, which children they are targeting, and how children’s outcomes are improving under the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). Where a provider cannot supply this evidence their inspection judgement for the leadership and management judgement may be lowered, and inspectors will make recommendations on how the provider can improve.

5.  Further Sources of Information

Links to the key Department for Education Documents are listed below:

· Early years pupil premium: guide for local authorities

https://www.gov.uk/early-years-pupil-premium-guide-for-local-authorities
· Early years pupil premium: consultation outcome October 2014 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/367359/Early_years_pupil_premium_government_response_FINAL.pdf
· Early years pupil premium: consultation Summer 2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/323495/EY_Funding_ConDoc_-Branded_final_with_foreword.pdf
If you have any further questions regarding the EYPP please contact:

Adèle Baines

Business Improvement Co-ordinator

Tel.:  
01274 431480
Email:
adele.baines@bradford.gov.uk
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EYPP Flowchart 

Eligibility form for parents to complete
EARLY YEARS PUPIL PREMIUM - VOLUNTARY REGISTRATION

From April 2015, nurseries, schools, childminders and other childcare providers will be able to claim extra funding through the Early Years Pupil Premium to support children’s development, learning and care.   
National data and research tells that children eligible for free school meals tend to do less well, for example in 2014 45% of children eligible for free school meals achieved the expected level at the end of the early years foundation stage compared with 64% of other children.  The Early Years Pupil Premium will provide us with extra funding to close this gap.

The Early Years Pupil Premium provides up to an extra £302 a year for each child taking up their full hours of funded early education.   We can use the extra funding to improve the quality of the early years education we provide for your child, e.g. for additional staff training on early language, partnership working with colleagues to further our expertise or supporting our staff in working on specialised areas such as speech and language. 
It is well documented that high quality early education can influence how well a child does at both primary and secondary school so we do want to make the most of this additional funding. You may be aware if you have older children that a pupil premium has been available for school age children and it has proved to have given a real boost to the children receiving the funding. We want to do the same for our early years children entitled to this funding.

Therefore we are asking ALL PARENTS/GUARDIANS to fill in this form and return it to us as soon as possible. This will allow us to claim the additional Early Years Pupil Premium to benefit your child.
Question 1 - ABOUT YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN 

	Child’s Last Name
	Child’s First Name
	Child’s Date of Birth
	Name of preschool, school, nursery, childminder

	
	
	D D
	M M
	Y Y Y Y
	

	
	
	D D
	M M
	Y Y Y Y
	


Question 2 - PARENT/GUARDIAN DETAILS

	
	Parent/Guardian 1
	Parent/Guardian 2

	Last name
	
	

	First Name
	
	

	Date of Birth
	D
	M
	Y
	D
	M
	Y

	National Insurance Number*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National Asylum Support Service (NASS) Number*
	
	
	/
	
	
	/
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/
	
	
	/
	
	
	
	
	

	Daytime Telephone Number
	
	

	Mobile Number
	
	

	Address
	Postcode:
	Postcode:


* Complete as appropriate
Question 3 - FAMILY INCOME AND BENEFIT DETAILS

3a - Is your joint family income over £16,190 per year? (Please place an X in the appropriate box).

Yes



No



3b - If you ticked no, please place an X in this box if you (including those who have parental rights for the child/children named on this form) are in receipt of any of the benefits listed below: (If you have ticked yes, you do not need to complete this section.)

· Income Support

· Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

· Universal Credit.

· Support from NASS (National Asylum Support Service) under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· the guarantee element of State Pension Credit

· Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190

· Working Tax Credit run-on

3c - Please place an X in this box if you are not sure of the answers to questions 3a and 3b but you would still like us to check whether your child is eligible for the early years pupil premium.

Question 4 - ADOPTED CHILDREN, CHILDREN SUBJECT TO A SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP / CHILD ARRANGEMENTS ORDER
If your child has left care through adoption, special guardianship or a child arrangements order, please answer questions 4a to 4c and attach a copy of the relevant court order:

4a - Has your child been adopted from care?

Yes 



No 

4b - If you have ticked yes to 4a, have you yet been granted an adoption order by the courts?

Yes 



No 

4c - Did your child leave the local authority’s care under a special guardianship order or a child arrangements order (formally known as a residence order)? 

Yes



No 

How the information in this form will be used

The information you provide will be used by the council to confirm receipt of one of the welfare benefits by checking data provided by HMRC and DWP. We would like your consent to make this check. Once this is confirmed, the council can decide how much money your we will receive.  You are free to withdraw your consent so that your details are not used in future. Whether you use this scheme or not will not affect any of the benefits you may be entitled to.  We are committed to ensuring that the personal and sensitive information that we hold about you is protected and kept safe and secure, and we have measures in place to prevent the loss, misuse or alteration of your personal information.

DECLARATION

The information I have given on this form is complete and accurate. I understand that my personal information is held securely and will be used only for local authority purposes.  I agree to the local authority using this information to enable my child’s early education provider to claim the early years pupil premium.

Signature of parent/guardian: ………………………………………………………
Date:……………………….

Thank you for completing this form.  This additional money could make a significant difference to us.   Please return it to a member of staff.
Early Years Pupil Premium Process

Early Education Providers in the Private, Voluntary and Independent Sectors
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School Funding Team pay EYPP along with normal payments each term





Display EYPP Poster in Nursery





Input the details of all eligible children (or those whose parents were unsure but wanted their eligibility checking) onto the Bradford Provider Gateway





All parents asked to complete and return the DfE form





Early Childhood Services staff check details against the national eligibility checker








