Bradford Early Years Resource Provision
Purpose of the Early Years Resource Provision (EYRP)
Early Years Resource provision in Bradford provides specialist support and intervention for nursery age children with the most complex special educational needs (SEN). They are commissioned places where the Local Authority (LA) decides whether a child is allocated a place.
There are two types of placements:
· Children with an EHC Plan where the local authority deems a specialist early years placement is appropriate. 
· Children without an EHC Plan where the LA agree that specialist learning provision in the Early Years may be required and that the needs are at a level where a mainstream early years setting would not be able to safely meet their needs even with access to specialist advice and Early Years Inclusion Funding (SENIF). These are called assessment places and last for up to 32 weeks.
· Most children with SEN should have their needs met in mainstream early years settings by following a graduated approach. This includes settings being able to access additional resource through SENIF. EYRP places are only for children whose needs or risks cannot be safely managed in a mainstream setting.
Access to EYRP Assessment places
There are 3 routes to an EYRP Assessment place:
Not yet in provision:
· Early Years specialist education advisory services identify a child is due to start in early years education
· The child has complex SEN and would not be able to safely access support in a mainstream setting even with involvement of services and SENIF.
· Children in this category may be going through an EHC Needs Assessment following a local authority led request. Whilst there is time to start an EHC Needs Assessment, there is not time to complete it prior to starting nursery provision.  
· It is expected that children who have lived in Bradford for all or most of their life that require such provision should be assessed prior to this point.
Presented at provision: 
· A child arrives at a setting with no previous involvement from Early Years Advisory and specialist education services. 
· Their needs are immediately recognised as complex and unsafe to manage in mainstream setting with ordinarily available support
· Early Years Advisory and specialist education services must confirm that the levels of needs present as complex and that a graduated approach cannot be safely followed within a mainstream setting
Within provision: 
· A child already attending a setting without prior service involvement shows complex SEN where it is not safe for them to access the setting with the support that is ordinarily available.
· Early Years Advisory and specialist education services must agree that needs are complex and that risks cannot be mitigated within the provision.
Decision making for assessment places
Early Years specialist education advisory services are responsible for making a request for an EYRP assessment place, providing appropriate documentation to support the request. This should include:
· Evidence of need – evidence of need must be provided that shows that the child will have severe or profound needs in at least two areas of development using the Early Years progress grid
· Evidence of risk – a completed risk assessment must be completed detailing that adjustments to keeping the child safe cannot be reasonably made in a mainstream setting with the support that could be made available as part of the provider following a graduated approach to meeting needs
The EHC Resource panel will make the decision as to whether an EYRP Assessment place is provided or not.
Where an EYRP Assessment place is agreed, it is expected to last no more than 32 weeks. It is expected that where an EHC Needs Assessment is appropriate, the submission for this should be completed within the first 12 weeks of the placement. If this is not the case, then it may be appropriate for the placement to revert to being a mainstream nursery placement. 
At the end of the 32-week period or at the point of issue of an EHC Plan, whichever is earlier, an additional decision will be required as to child placement. This decision will be through normal decision making around EHC Plans and is likely to decide whether a mainstream or resource provision is the most appropriate for the child.
Aligning EHC Needs Assessment and EYRP Assessment place requests
Requests for an EHC Needs Assessment should be made when appropriate, but most likely within the first 12 weeks of placement if not already in place. EYRP Assessment places and EHC Needs Assessments are related but separate processes. It is not assumed that one should follow the other. To address and meet needs the right provision and support should be progressed at the right time. It is likely that an EHC Needs Assessment would be requested prior to or immediately when a child enters an EYRP assessment place.
There are 3 routes to address the assessments:
LA service requests EHC Needs Assessment and EYRP Assessment place at same time:
· The service should complete the portal for the EHC Needs Assessment and attach all appropriate paperwork including the risk assessment.
· The EYRP Assessment place request should be completed and attached to the portal referencing the EHC Needs Assessment request rather than duplicating documentation.
· The service should notify the SENDIAT casework officer responsible for EYRP Assessment placement so that they are able to gather the information from the EHC Needs Assessment and make the placement request.
LA service requests EYRP Assessment place only:
· The service completes the Early Years RP assessment placement form and sends this directly to the SENDIAT casework officer responsible for Assessment placement with all supporting documentation so that they can progress the placement request.
· If an EHC Needs Assessment has already been started the documentation should reference this rather than duplicating documentation.
Where an EHC Needs Assessment has not been started prior to an assessment place:
The provider should progress the EHC Needs Assessment request using the portal.
Decision making for children with EHC Plans
Requests for an EYRP for a child with an EHC Plan should follow the usual process for considering placement in section I of the EHC plan. This includes consultation in line with the EHC plan and decision making through the EHC Resource panel.
Funding Early Years Resource provision
EYRP Assessment places receive element 2 funding plus band 4L top up (pro-rata)
EYRP placements for children with an EHC Plan receive element 2 funding plus the top up funding linked to their EHC Plan (pro-rata)
Early Years Resource provision offers
Early years resource provisions should have the following minimum input:
· An identified space to lead the provision and deliver appropriate interventions. Whilst children may not always be within this space, it is expected that it exists to deliver appropriate interventions and is used in line with the specific needs of the child.
· Higher staffing ratio’s than non-specialist early years education. 
· The expertise to identify specific needs and appropriate provision and ensure the implementation of appropriate interventions.
· Staff with appropriate training including a specialist trained teacher to lead the provision. 
Place numbers
Each provider will agree planned place numbers with the local authority. The LA will ensure that there is work with providers to manage demand and need in line with numbers, whilst recognising that where children have EHC Plans decisions must be made in line with statutory decision-making processes. This means that providers may have children placed over planned numbers for whom they will continue to receive the agreed funding.
Children placed on the commissioned number of EYRP will only be done by the LA. Whilst the providers may have other children with EHC Plans, they would only be allocated to the EYRP following the agreed consultation and panel process.
Quality Assurance
The local authority has a process of quality assurance for all resource provision. Early years resource provision will also be supported through this quality assurance process. The settings will also be able to access local authority networks of support for resource provision.
Service level agreement
The local authority will create a service level agreement outlining the expectations of the commissioned provision to ensure consistency and clarity about the provision in place.
Supporting documentation
· Early years resource provision process
· Risk assessment template
· Guidance on appropriate placements
· LA Led EHC Needs Assessment and LA request for assessment placement documentation
May 2026
