Bradford Schools Athletic Association

A personal opinion
A local athletics coach wrote to me earlier this year as follows: 

“As a volunteer club coach I and others rely on people such as yourself and your team to organise and run competitions.

The Bradford Schools is the stepping stone for many into the higher level of competition of the English Schools. For some athletes it gives them a sense of achievement when they do well and also a long term goal of being successful in their school athletics career.”

So there are others who agree with me that the Association does a valuable job.

I have been involved in one way or another with Bradford schools athletics since 1963, and think it is time I stopped.   I think that the place of retired teachers in a school association like ours is to help and advise; but the organisation should be run by practising teachers.

If the jobs I currently do were shared among a small committee, the workload for each would not be very great, and should not deter teachers for taking it on.

Hon Treasurer
Collecting entry fees for two competitions a year; settling debts; keeping records and producing an annual balance sheet.

I find only two irritations in doing this job: one is that whenever I go to pay money in or withdraw it from the building society, it seems to involve a fifteen minute wait in a queue; the other is the difficulty some teachers have in grasping the concept that “entry fees” are fees for entering a competition, and should be paid before the competition takes place. The first problem can be easily solved by changing to a more customer-friendly bank, but I have no solution to offer for the second.

Hon Scribe
This involves producing result sheets and managing the website. The website is purely text-based, and even a beginner could learn to manage it in less than an hour. Alternatively, a teacher who wants to improve their IT skills might relish the challenge of re-writing it to make it more attractive.

Hon Championship Secretary
This involves organising the summer track and field athletics championships: creating and sending out the entry forms, collating the entries and devising a programme, making sure there are enough officials, liaising with the track authorities and supervising on the day.

This job involves more work than the others, but it is concentrated over a fairly short period, which is one where teachers are less busy, as exam leave has usually already started.

The Annual General Meeting of the Association is on Wednesday 21 September. I hope several teachers do come, and some are prepared to undertake these jobs. If there are volunteers, I would of course be delighted to offer any help they might require. 

If there are no volunteers, I am prepared to continue for another year as treasurer and scribe. However, I am not prepared to continue as championship secretary.

If there are no volunteers, we will have no option but not to hold the championships next year. We would have to select a team to represent Bradford in the West Yorkshire Schools Championships based on teachers’ recommendations.  This would make 2012 (Olympic Year!) the first since the Second World War in which the championships were not held. I cannot be the only person who would be very sad if this happens.
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