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Our Attendance and Prosecution
Teams act on behalf of the council in
enforcing a parent's duty to ensure
regular school attendance.

Officers work closely with schools and
families to resolve issues of poor
attendance. They support children and
families when pupils are experiencing
difficulties in school or issues are
disrupting a child's education.

The service also provides support and
advice to schools in developing
strategies to improve pupil
attendance.
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What can 1 do? -

Be Honest

Every parent struggles at some
point, no parentis perfect! If
you're having difficulties with your
child, seek help. Your child's
school is a great place to start.

Engage

What is
Persistent Absence?

Professionals work with families
because they want to help make
things better, but they can only help if
families talk to them, meet with them,
and accept the help that's on offer.

A child who only attends school for 30% or less of
the time is classed as a Persistent Absentee.

90% might sound great, but Jack's story shows us
why it's not:

Jack is a child who attends school for 90% of the
time. His parents think thisis quite good. 90%
attendance is the same as being absent from
school for a half day every week.

Over a whole school year Jack would miss four
weeks of lessons. Jack would also spend more
time away from school over the year than in

school!

Daysina | Days spent | Days spent
Year: in school: | out of school
365 171 194

If Jack's attendance for all the years he
went to school was 90% he would have
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