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Rates of absence have increased 

significantly across England, Yorkshire and 

Bradford, however absence in Bradford 

hasn’t increased at the same rate, bringing 

our rates of absence slightly closer to 

regional and national rates



This trend is most prominent at primary school level, 

where Bradford is now 0.4% higher than the national 

rate, decreasing from a difference of 0.86% in 2020-

21.



This trend is not seen at Secondary 

School Level, where rates of absence 

continue to increase above the increases 

in Yorkshire and England



As with absence, rates of persistent 

absence have increased significantly 

across England, Yorkshire and Bradford, 

but PA has not increased at the same 

rate, bringing our rates of PA slightly 

closer to regional and national rates



This pattern is mirrored within Primary 

School Persistent Absence



…And to a lesser extent within 

Secondary School Persistent Absence



Severe Absence is a relatively new measure, giving a 

percentage of the pupil population who have attended 

school for less than 50% of the time.  Our rates in 

Bradford are growing at a higher rate than regionally 

and nationally, and are at a significantly higher level.

This is concerning given that these pupils will be the 

most vulnerable and will probably require more 

complex, intensive interventions to meet various 

needs, usually requiring Childrens Social Care.



Whilst Severe Absence in Primary Schools is on a 

downwards trajectory, it is still significantly higher 

than the rates seen regionally and nationally.

Secondary Schools are the major contributor to 

Bradford’s increased levels of Severe Absence, 

standing at 4.41%.  This equates to 1661 pupils, all of 

whom will require significant, costly intervention in 

order to improve attendance to above 90%.



Bradford Schools appear to use higher than average amounts of “O”, 

“G”, “C”, and “E” codes.  Illness absence appears to be less of an 

issue for Bradford children.



These patterns apply to both primary and secondary schools, but is 

more apparent in secondary schools given the higher levels of 

absence.



Bradford is no longer has the worst levels of absence, being overtaken 

by Torbay and Plymouth (Both Unitary Authorities in Devon).  



Bradford’s National Rankings 
(Out of 151 Local Authorities)

School Type Absence Persistent 

Absence

Severe Absence

Total 149th 143rd 150th

Primary 131st 133rd 133rd

Secondary 149th 144th 151st



England

Yorks and Humbs

58% of Bradford Schools have rates of absence, PA and SA higher 

than regional and national rates.



7 Secondary Schools have levels of Absence, PA and SA which are 

lower than national rates, 79% of Bradford Secondary Schools 

therefore have higher than national rates of absence, PA and SA.


