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	A sample of SEAL Literacy links 
Covered by the

SEAL Curriculum Resource

Theme 3
Going for Goals
To be used alongside the Children’s Services medium term planning documents.


	SEAL Literacy Links - Years 1 and 2
Going for Goals


	SEAL Intended learning outcomes:  (P.1. Blue Book)
Speaking and Listening links: group discussion and interaction (P.2. Blue Book) 

Literacy links/ exemplar lesson plans (P.23 – 32. Blue Book) 

Key vocabulary (P.3. Blue Book)
Refer to medium term planning document. 

	
	Speaking and Listening Objectives 


	Literacy Objectives

	Activity

	1
	Year 1 Term 2 GD 

To take turns to speak and listen to others’ suggestions and talk about what they are going to do 


	Non-fiction 1,T22, T23, T24, T25 

Note: links are only made to text level objectives in this suggested plan. 

For more details of suggested objectives for this unit see 

www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy 
	Poster/page of New Year resolutions/ Write New Year resolutions: see exemplar lesson plan for literacy. P.25


	
	These suggestions are not based on a book or other published text, but on a discussion about New Year resolutions and how to keep them. 

Talk to the children earlier in the week about the New Year and how and when this is celebrated in their different cultures. Ask the children to find out whether any of their family has made New Year resolutions. 

Discussion 

Discussion might focus on the idea that the New Year is a good time to take stock and to think about things that you want to do, or do better or differently. 

Give some examples of your own New Year resolutions (‘to make sure I take the dog for two walks a day’, ‘go to the gym’, etc.)

Ask children to give examples of the resolutions that members of their family have made. 

Talk about the process of achieving the resolution – and that it is helpful to have prompts to help us to remember the resolution, the importance of practice, that it is useful to find someone or something to help us, and that achieving the resolutions requires determination and is not always easy. 

Write up one or two examples and ask the children to consider one by one a number of statements relating to what will help the person to achieve their resolution (some of which are helpful and others which are red herrings). You will find the statements in the New Year resolutions resource sheet. P.27
Sorting the statements will provide opportunities to initiate a discussion about working towards a long-term goal, thinking through how to tackle it, and coping with setbacks. 

Invite the children to think of resolutions for themselves and each other, under a variety of headings. These could be things they want to learn or how to learn better (e.g. PE: learning to skip/do a backward roll/get their 10 metre swimming badge; class work: improving their handwriting/learning to spell some new words/finishing work within a set time; for them: tie their laces/put their toys away/try not to get cross with their little sister/be on time for school every day). 
When the children have chosen a resolution, ask them to think about and discuss whether other people could help them achieve this goal, and if so how. 

A step-by-step approach could include: My New Year resolution – What I need to do first – Who will help me – Which parts might be hard. 

The children might have resolutions of their own, and also mini-resolutions to support someone else’s goals. These could be written into a class big book, and returned to from time to time.




. 

	SEAL Literacy Links - Years 3  and 4

Going for Goals


	SEAL Intended learning outcomes:  (P.1. Yellow Book)
Speaking and Listening links: group discussion and interaction (P.2. Yellow Book) 
Literacy links/ exemplar lesson plans (P.29 – 39. Yellow Book) 

Key vocabulary (P.3. Yellow Book)
Refer to medium term planning document. 
Linked literacy Narrative themes (2 weeks) unit of work 

These materials could contribute to that part of the unit focused on the development of typical story themes (in this case the contest between the wise and the foolish) and the evaluation of characters’ behaviour. 



	
	Speaking and Listening Objectives 
	Literacy Objectives

	Activity

	1
	
	T2, T3, T8, T9 

Note: Links are only made to text level objectives in this suggested plan. 

For more details of suggested objectives for this unit see 

www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy 

	 When working with fables, focus on examples in which a thinking character gets the better of the character who responds only with his impulsive (feeling) brain (e.g. The Wind and the Sun).
Identify examples of persistence and frustration in texts (e.g. the Prince in Sleeping Beauty hacking through the forest).

	2
	Year 3 Term 2 GD – to actively include and respond to all members of the group
	
	Ask children, working in pairs, to demonstrate ‘encouraging’ behaviours. They should take turns to talk for 2 to 3 minutes on a curriculum topic (e.g. ‘What I find interesting about the Tudors’). 

One child talks while the other has to encourage them to keep going by using body language, comments and questions. The pairs can then discuss what helped and what didn’t help

	3
	Text The soldier and the key - resource sheet.  P.32
A soldier has to find a hidden front door key to claim a cottage as his home. Some foolish animals provide some unhelpful suggestions, but a wise bird helps the soldier to think the puzzle out for himself and find the key
Text themes This tale uses a traditional setting and traditional story elements to illustrate the contrast between an intelligent approach to problem solving and instinctive, reactive behaviour.
Possible focuses After reading the story, ask the children to discuss the kind of story this is, and to identify the key elements which enable them to know this. 
Having identified the text-type and its features (remote cottage setting, talking animals, quest, etc.), ask the children to consider the story in terms of wisdom and foolishness – in the story, who is wise and who is foolish? What makes the goat, the hens and the dog offer foolish advice? 
Focus on the soldier, whose behaviour is initially foolish, but who in the end solves the problem wisely. Ask the children to consider what helps the soldier to think and act wisely. 

Probe for the four key elements in the soldier’s success: 

• The bird encourages him not to give up but to seek a solution. 

• The soldier listens to good advice. 

• The soldier thinks the problem through. 

• He perseveres when he is not initially successful. 

Suggested related activities 

This story could lead into a discussion of occasions when children have related experiences (e.g. are tempted to act impulsively) and how encouragement, reflective thought and perseverance can help to overcome all kinds of problems. 

This story could be used as a model for shared writing to create a traditional story with the same theme, but substituting different characters or changing the setting. 

Alternative additional texts 

Lazy Jack by Tony Ross (Andersen Press) ISBN 1842701665 

Oscar got the blame by Tony Ross (Red Fox) ISBN 009957280X


	SEAL Literacy Links - Years 5 and 6

Going for Goals 


	SEAL Intended learning outcomes:  (P.1. Green Book)
Speaking and Listening links: group discussion and interaction (P.2. Green Book) 
Literacy links/ exemplar lesson plans (P.21 – 27. Green Book) 

Key vocabulary (P.3. Green  Book)

Refer to medium term planning document. 

Linked literacy unit of work - Non-chronological report
Make links to your work on legends and myths. Use fairy tales, Arthurian legends and Greek myths about quests, tasks and goals as the basis for the children’s writing


	
	Speaking and Listening Objectives 


	Literacy Objectives

	Activity

	
	
	T17, T20, T24
	The activities suggested here are taken from the Limbering Up sessions of the Further Literacy Support programme. For a more extended version please see Appendix 2 of FLS Teacher’s Book (ref. DfES 0584/2002) pages 202–214. 

Note: Links are only made to text level objectives in this suggested plan. For more details of suggested objectives for this unit see 

www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy 

	
	Year 5 Term 2 GD – to understand and use the processes and language of decision making 


	In narrative writing and playwriting (characterisation) children could be asked to give characters a personality and a problem to overcome or solve. 

Danny’s story (see the resource sheet in the green booklet p.25) focuses specifically on goal setting, persistence and achievement (see Exemplar lesson plan: literacy p.23).

	Text: Danny’s story: 
A description of a Year 5 child who can show great concentration and perseverance in some contexts, but who finds writing particularly difficult. 

The main theme is that learning is not just about what you know, but also about how you learn. Through the description of Danny’s strengths and weaknesses the reader is invited to identify strategies for Danny’s future success.
Possible focuses - After reading the story, draw out, through discussion, the fact that Danny enjoys some areas of learning but not others. He needs to feel motivated and know that there is a clear goal. 
Give out three question cards to be discussed in pairs. 

· How does Danny know what he’s good at? And what he’s not? 

· What makes Danny think that he will never learn how to improve his writing? 

· What advice could we give to Danny to help him learn better? 
Draw out the following points. 

Danny judges his learning just by the end product – he doesn’t think about the process of getting there. 

He gets anxious about all the things that he finds difficult and when those problems come up he gets stuck and gives up. 

Danny would get on much better if he thought about some things that would help him to deal with the difficult things. 
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