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Providing Early Years Funded Places in Bradford 
Guidance for providers considering making an application to provide the funded early years entitlement for two, three and four year olds
This document provides basic information on delivering funded places in Bradford.
How to apply to be a funded provider?

Providers that meet the requirements to provide funded places need to make a formal application.

Read the guidance thoroughly and complete the Early Years Funded Provider Application Form and return by email along with the additional evidence of your business. 
Bradford Council will then carry out checks on the providers Ofsted registration and business structure, which will include checking if the applicant and all those involved in the business owes or has previously owed the council any monies e.g. business rates, trade waste, council tax, early years funding. Persons and organisations owing the council money cannot access early years funding.
Successful applications will be invited to attend a 2 part evening training session; the training is compulsory and must be attended by the owner or director, more than one place is available for group based provider. The training will cover the government statutory requirements, the process of submitting an online census claim, and the financial budget and payment systems. 
Following attendance at both sessions providers will be set up to deliver places from the start of the next term. Providers can only start delivering funded places from the start of each term 1st September, 1st January, and 1st April. Refer the timetable below.
	Timetable
	Spring Term

January 2018
	Summer term

April 2018
	Autumn term

September 2018

	Application deadline 
	26th October 2017
	5th February 2018
	June 2018 TBC

	Training Session Part 1 
	31st October 2017
	13th February 2018
	TBC

	Training Session Part 2
	7th November 2017
	20th February 2018
	TBC

	Start date
	From 1st January 2018
	From 1st April 2018
	TBC


What are early years funded places?
The government gives the local authorities funding to provide funded places for all eligible children age 2, 3 and 4. All children should be able to take up their entitlement to funded early education in a high quality setting.
Who can deliver funded places?
To provide places you must meet be one of the following
· An early years providers registered on the Ofsted Early Years Register

· a childminder registered on the Ofsted Early Years Register

· a childminder registered with a childminder agency which is itself registered with Ofsted on early years register

· a school taking children aged two and over and which therefore are exempt from registration with Ofsted as early years providers
and you must meet the quality requirements 

· have received a good or outstanding Ofsted judgement to deliver places for two, three and four year old children

· have received a satisfactory/requires improvement Ofsted judgement to provide three and four year old places
· be newly registered and have yet to receive a graded inspection
In line with the government statutory guidance for local authorities, Bradford Council will consider any information published by Ofsted about a provider or childminder agency including the recent history about childcare provision by a particular provider or agency or childcare provision at a particular address. This may include, for example, where the local authority has concerns that a provider judged “inadequate” by Ofsted may have re-registered their setting with Ofsted to avoid making the quality improvements identified by Ofsted.
Applicants must provide evidence that they are an appropriate registered organisation/business. Bradford Council will then carry out checks before access to public funds is agreed. Applications from individuals/organisations shown owing monies to the council will not be agreed until debts are cleared; this will include debt written off through bankruptcy. 
Which children are eligible for funded places?

Some Two year olds are eligible for a funded place at the start of the term following their 2nd birthday until they are eligible for a three year old funded place.

The parent or the child must meet one of the following eligibility criteria.

	Eligibility Criteria

	Income Support

	Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

	Income related Employment and Support Allowance

	Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

	The “Guarantee” element of State Pension Credit

	Child who is looked after by the local council 

	Tax credits and have an annual income under £16,190 before tax

	Children who has a current statement of special educational needs (SEN) or an education, health and care plan

	Disability Living Allowance - Parents accessing disability living allowance for their child

	Child who has left care through special guardianship order, child arrangements order or adoption order


All three and four year olds are eligible at the start of the term following their 3rd birthday until they start full time school, this is known as the Universal Entitlement.
They are eligible for up to 570 hours a year over no fewer than 38 weeks, this equate to 15hrs per week over 38 weeks and less hours per week when stretched over more than 38 weeks.
Some three and four year olds of working parents are eligible at the start of the term following their 3rd birthday until they start full time school for additional funded hours this is known as the Extended Entitlement and the 30 Hours Free Childcare 
The parent/s must meet one of the following eligibility criteria.

They are eligible for up to 1140 hours a year over no fewer than 38 weeks, this equates to 30hrs per week, 15hrs universal entitlement and 15hrs extended entitlement or less hours per week when stretched over more than 38 weeks.
	Eligibility Criteria

	Both parents are working and each parent earns on average a weekly minimum equivalent to 16 hours at national minimum wage (NMW) or national living wage (NLW) and less than £100 000 per year.

	lone working parent who earns on average a weekly minimum equivalent to 16 hours at national minimum wage (NMW for parents under 25) or national living wage (NLW) and less than £100 000 per year.

	Both parents are employed but one or both parents is temporarily away from the workplace on parental/ maternity or paternity leave

	Both parents are employed but one or both parents is temporarily away from the workplace on adoption leave

	Both parents are employed but one or both parents are temporarily away from the workplace on statutory sick pay

	One parent is employed and one parent has substantial caring responsibilities and is in receipt of Carers' allowance

	One parent is employed and one parent is disabled or incapacitated based on receipt of specific benefits (Incapacity benefit / Severe disablement allowance/Long term incapacity benefit/ Employment and Support allowance or National Insurance credits on the grounds of incapacity for work or limited capability for work.


When are children eligible?
	Children who have a 2nd or 3rd birthday between the dates below
	They are eligible for a place in which term

	1 January to 31 March


	Summer term

on or after 1st April

	1 April to 31 August
	Autumn  term

on or after 1st September

	1 September to 31 December
	Spring term

on or after 1st January


How can early education be delivered?
Places can be delivered

· School term time only – 15hrs or 30hrs over 38 weeks
· Over more than 38 weeks - known as ‘all year round’  and ‘stretched’ this way of delivery offer a child less funded hours per week but over more weeks 

· Or a mixture of term time and all year round/stretched
Providers set their own opening times as long as they ensure they meet the statutory requirements.
Providers that are not able to be open sufficient hours or weeks to offer the full entitlement will only be funded for the hours and weeks delivered, the provider is required to inform the local authority, and inform parents they are not receiving their full entitlement.

Bradford encourages providers to offer flexible packages of funded hours to support children and parents but they must meet the statutory requirements required by the government.  

· no session to be longer than 10 hours 
· no minimum session length (subject to the requirements of registration on the Ofsted Early Years Register)

· not before 6.00am or after 8.00pm 
· a maximum of two sites in a single day 

Who checks if a child is eligible?
Providers are responsible for checking a child’s eligibility this includes the child date of birth using a birth certificate or passport.

For two year olds and 30hr Childcare eligible children additional evidence that they meet the criteria is required. There are online systems in place to support providers check eligibility.
How does a provider register a child for early years funding?
Providers must use the Bradford Funded Place Parent Agreement to seek permission for a parent to claim funding for the child’s entitlement. This agreement is in addition to a provider’s childcare contract and children’s registration form.

Do the parents have to take up all the entitled hours?

Parents must be made aware of their funded entitlement however it is the parent’s choice as to how many hours their child takes up. Parents can split the hours between eligible providers including school nurseries. However the parent needs to inform all providers how many hours they will be taking with each provider and this cannot exceed the maximum entitled hours.
How do providers claim funding?

Funding claims are made through an online process; providers must have an active email address and access to a personal computer or laptop that is compatible with word and excel applications [IPADS or smart phones are not compatible with the system]
How is funding paid?

Funding is paid by Bradford Council directly into the providers’ business bank account. Payment is subject to completion of an online census of the children on roll three times a year, this is known as census date. The system is currently being reviewed to reflect the 30 hrs childcare requirements. Full details of the payment system will be provided in the Part 2 training.
How much funding is available?

The rates for April 2017-18 are £5.20 per for 2 year olds and £4.62 for 3 and 4 year olds. The rates are published annually following the council budget meeting which is held at the end of February.
When can a new provider start advertising places? 
Once a provider attends the 1st training session they can start advertising they can offer funded places.
