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Centres of Excellence in Safeguarding 

Dear Colleagues,

Bradford Metropolitan District Council is committed to safeguarding children and young people.  The Education Safeguarding Team is increasing its capacity to support improvement and excellence in all areas of safeguarding practice in schools.  To this effect the aim is to establish up to 3 Safeguarding Centres of Excellence by December 2017.

The Centres will become major contributors in the following areas:

· Review, scrutiny, and quality assurance activities
· Training and development for staff and governors
· The sharing of good practice including exemplification workshops
· Model materials including a safety curriculum for schools
In order to establish the locations of the Centres, schools are being asked to express interest to the Strategic Manager of Education Safeguarding. There is a small amount of funding available from the Local Authority to support with the initial set up of the Centres. The LA will implement rigorous selection and quality assurance procedures in order to finalise the choice of ‘Centres’. 

The Centres will:

· Be Centres of Excellence in safeguarding practice, with a proven track record of exemplary safeguarding of children and young people;
· Have the commitment, capacity, energy and enthusiasm to share knowledge and demonstrate good practice within their setting, provide support and challenge to other settings through sharp focused outreach work;
· Be major contributors to improving safeguarding provision in schools across the district through their offer of training and development, support, advice and guidance;
· Actively contribute to communicating information widely on their safeguarding expertise;
· Be accountable for the impact of their work on improving the effectiveness of safeguarding.

What are the essential criteria for Provider Schools and Academies?

· Must have Ofsted judgement of good or better and/or

· Must be judged by LA/School prioritisation as 1 or 2 
· Be a Primary School which has nursery provision for 3 year olds OR
· Be a Secondary School which has provision for post 16

· Must be a School that can demonstrate good pupil progress measures (inc.in- house data) for identified vulnerable groups LAC, CP, CIN and SEND.
· Inclusion data must be positive, i.e. attendance and exclusions.
What will the LA also need to consider?

· Geographical location; community demographics and school phase will be considered when schools are being selected
If you feel your school has the potential to be a Centre of Excellence in Safeguarding please complete the Expression of Interest Form and email it along with any relevant supporting documentation to the Strategic Manager for Education Safeguarding Alina.Khan@bradford.gov.uk  
Yours faithfully,

[image: image1.png]



Alina Khan

The closing date for expressions of interest is 26 July 2017.
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