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Dear Headteacher,

Re: Sports Facilities Development Programme

Bradford Council are looking to deliver four new leisure centres across the district representing Bradford’s largest ever investment in sports facilities.
Buildings get older and eventually need replacing. The Council is currently engaging with the public on the plans for the new leisure centres and will be providing opportunities for residents to find out further information at a series of open events.
The need for change
A number of Bradford’s existing leisure centres are coming to the end of their life-span and are considered no longer fit-for purpose. Due to rising running and maintenance costs, some of the District’s leisure centres now represent a financial burden to the Council.
The proposed new leisure centres
In order to meet this challenge the Council proposes to provide four new exciting modern leisure centres that will encourage even more people to take up physical activity.

By building these new modern leisure facilities the Council can also significantly reduce running costs as well as delivering a greatly improved customer experience.

The new sports facilities will be located to better serve Bradford’s residents and have been informed by detailed demand assessments. Every community should be within a reasonable reach of a leisure centre.
The Council has already made a commitment that new facilities will open before four older facilities close. After the new facilities open the outdated and inefficient centres at Bowling Pool, Richard Dunn Sports Centre, Queensbury Pool and Bingley Pool would close. The sale of these sites will help to pay for the new facilities.

The locations of these facilities are:


City Centre: Nelson Street

• 25m, 8 lane pool

• Learner & diving pool

• Gym, dance & spinning studios

• Meeting/party room

North Bradford: Squire Lane

• 25m, 6 lane pool

• Learner pool

• Gym & dance studios

South Bradford: Sedbergh Playing Fields

• 25m, 6 lane pool

• Learner pool

• Gym & dance studios

• 8 court sports hall

• Outdoor changing

Southwest Bradford: Asa Briggs Park

• 25m, 6 lane pool

• Gym, 2x dance studio
In order to provide new, welcoming modern leisure centres which better serve the demand across Bradford a number of the ageing existing leisure centres will need to close. Four leisure centres have been identified for closure, which will be replaced by new facilities.

By building new modern leisure facilities the Council can also reduce running costs, making substantial annual savings and delivering a greatly improved customer experience.
It is our intention that any schools that currently have school swimming lessons in one of the facilities planned for closure would be relocated to one of our existing facilities or found space in one of the new buildings.

We would appreciate the views of your school and we have provided short questionnaire for you to make comments on the proposals.  Please return this to sportandleisure@bradford.gov.uk on or before 21st September 2014.  More details of the proposals on the developments can be found at www.bradford.gov.uk/consultations.  This link also provides an opportunity for individuals to provide comment on the proposals.  

Yours faithfully,
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Andy Ross

Pool Development Project Manger

Sport and Leisure Service

Delivering New Sports Facilities in Bradford

Bradford Council is currently planning to build 4 new sport and leisure facilities across Bradford District.

We would appreciate a few minutes of your time to gauge your views on these proposals.

Please indicate from which school you are responding: Please Enter School Name Here
______________________________________________________________

Does your school currently use any of the existing facilities that are earmarked for replacement?
· Yes – School Swimming

 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Yes – Dry Activities


 FORMCHECKBOX 

· No




 FORMCHECKBOX 

If so which facility do you use?
· RDSC




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Bowling



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Queensbury



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Bingley



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Shipley



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Eccleshill



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Tong




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Keighley



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Ilkley




 FORMCHECKBOX 

What is your perception of the quality of the facility?

· Poor




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Average



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Good




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Excellent



 FORMCHECKBOX 

If you do not currently use a Council run facility please indicate why not?

· Perception of offer at council facilities

 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Facility quality




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Facility cleanliness




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Not convenient for travel



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Our school has on site provision


 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Use an alternative leisure provider

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Please give your views on the following statement “My School would be prepared to travel further to access leisure facilities that were modern and fit for purpose offering a broader range of provision.”
· Strongly Agree




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Agree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Neither Agree nor Disagree


 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Disagree





 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Strongly Disagree




 FORMCHECKBOX 

We want to be able to make our new facilities as easy to access as possible.  Please let us know how your school usually travels to your current facility?

· Pre Arranged Bus Transport


 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Own School Transport



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Walk






 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Public Transport




 FORMCHECKBOX 

Does your school require single sex provision for swimming lessons.

· Yes – Swimming Lessons



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Yes – Lessons and Changing Rooms

 FORMCHECKBOX 

· No






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Does your school find changing village facilities acceptable?

· Yes






 FORMCHECKBOX 

· No






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Would any of these facilities be appreciated by your school?

· Segregated Changing



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· 25m pool





 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Movable pool floor




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Changing Village




 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Segregated learner pool



 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Other Pleas type Your Comments Here
Would your school appreciate the opportunity to have more school swimming tuition time across the academic year?

· Yes






 FORMCHECKBOX 

· No






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are there any other facilities / features or services your school would like to see at the new centres?


Please Type Your Comments Here
Do you have any other comments to make about the proposed development of leisure facilities in the Bradford District?


Please Type Your Comments Here
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