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Oversubscription Criteria 
 
Where the number of preferences for a school exceeds the number of places available, priority will be given to 
children in the following categories: 
 
1. Looked after children or children who were previously looked after but ceased to be so because they were 

adopted or became subject to a residence or special guardianship order (see Note 1). 
 

2.  Children who have exceptional social or medical needs, supported by a written recommendation from the 
child’s paediatrician/consultant or professional from Children’s Services. The letter must explain why the 
school is the only suitable school to meet the child’s needs and why no other school could provide the 
appropriate support. 
 

3. Children whose home address in the school’s priority admission area who have a brother or sister, attending 
from the same address, who are at present in years 7 – 10 and who will still be attending the school at the 
time of admission. (see Note 2). 

 
4. Other children whose home address is in the school’s priority admission area (see Note 2). 
 
5. Children whose home address is outside the school’s priority admission area who have a brother or sister, 

attending from the same address, who are at present in years 7 – 10 and who will still be attending the school 
at the time of admission. 

 
6. Other children whose home address is outside the school’s priority admission area (see Note 2). 
 
NOTES 
 
1. A ‘looked after child’ is a child who is in the care of the local authority, or being provided with accommodation 

by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions. 
 
2.  The term ‘sisters’ and ‘brothers’ refers to children who live with the same family at the same address. Children 

living with the same family e.g. foster, adopted children and step-sisters and brothers are also included. 
 
3. ‘Home address’ refers to the child’s permanent home at the date of admission.  Where the child lives with 

parents with shared responsibility, it is for the parents to determine which address to use when applying for a 
primary school. Proof of residency may be required at any time during or after the allocation process. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


