
(one sound)

-all
-ALL

Ball /orl/

/orl/ all
ball
call
small
wall
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(one sound)*

ai
AI

snail /ā/

*

There is one main sound
but it does make other
sounds, e.g.

said, again /ĕ/
plait /ă/
chaplain /ĭ/
teach as tricky when ready.

/ā/ B M E

a
(apron)

ai
(rain)

(one sound)

ee
EE

tree /ē/

/ē/ B M E
e

(even)
ee

(sheep)
e

(be)
ee

(tree)
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(two sounds)

oo
OO

moon /oo/

book /ǔ/

(two sounds)

oa
OA

coat /ō/

Broad /or/

Teach broad/abroad as
tricky words or add to or
card

/ǔ/ u oo

hug cook

/oo/ oo

smooth

/ō/ B M E

o
(open)

oa
(goat)

/or/ or oa

fork broad
cork abroad
born
form
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(one sound)

igh
IGH

light /ī/

/ī/ B M E

i
(item)

igh
(light)

igh
(high)

(one sound)*

i-e
I-E

bike /ī/

*It can also make /ē/ in words
like trampoline, sardine, and
plastercine (you could add this
to /ē/).

There are also words like live
and give These can be taught
with the -ve as words ending in
/v/ are spelt -ve

/ī/ B M E

i
(item)

igh
(light)
i-e

(like)

igh
(high)
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(one sound)

a-e
A-E

cake /ā/

/ā/ B M E

a
(apron)

ai
(rain)
ea

(great)
a-e

(make)

/ī/ B M E

i
(item)

igh
(light)
i-e

(like)
y-e

(type)

igh
(high

(one sound)

y-e
Y-E

tyre /ī/
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(one main sound)*

o-e
O-E

nose /ō/

There are a number of
sounds o-e makes.

You could make tricky word
family cards rather than add
to spelling cards, see
examples

/ō/ B M E

o
(open)

oa
(goat)
ow

(blown)
o-e

(rope)

ow
(snow)

some done

come

love

dove

o-e = /ŭ/

lose

move

whose

o-e = /oo/

gone o-e = /ŏ/
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(two sounds)

u-e
U-E

u-e /ū/

Flute (oo)

/ū/ B M E

u
(unit)

u-e
(cube)

/oo/ oo u-e

moon rule

(one sound)

e-e
E-E

centipede /ē/

/ē/ B M E
e

(even)
ea

(bead)
e-e

(these)

ee
(tree)
ea

(sea)
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(two sounds)*

ar

car /ar/

Warm /or/

* also words like caterpillar,
leopard which make /er/ -
teach as tricky. NB. you
could also teach warm etc
as tricky

/ar/ ar

car jar
bar park
start
dark

AR

(two sounds)

or
OR

fork /or/

work /er/

/er/ er or

bigger word

/or/ or oa ar

fork broad warm

/or/ or

fork
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(one sound)

oor
OOR

door (or)

/or/ or oa ar oor

fork broad warm door

(one sound)*

our
OUR

four (or)

*also flour

/or/ or oa ar oor our

fork broad warm door pour
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(one main
sound)*

au
AU

sauce /or/

*others are:
mauve /ō/, aunt, laugh /ă/

/or/ or oa ar oor our au

fork broad warm door pour sauce
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(one sound)

ur
UR

fur /ur/

/er/ er or ur

bigger word fur

(one sound)

ir
IR

bird /er/

/er/ er or ur ir

bigger word fur bird
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(two sounds)

ow
OW

cow /ow/

snow /ō/

/ow/ ow

cow

/ō/ B M E

o
(open)

oa
(goat)
ow

(blown)

ow
(snow)

(two sounds)*

ou
OU

cloud /ow/

group /oo/

*Also touch, young /ŭ/ -
teach as tricky words

/oo/ oo u-e ou

moon rule soup

/ow/ ow ou

cow cloud
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(one sound)

oy
OY

toy /oy/

/oy/ oy

toy

(two sounds)

oe
OE

toe /ō/

shoe /oo/

/ō/ B M E

o
(open)

oa
(goat)
ow

(blown)
o-e

(rope)

ow
(snow)

oe
(foe)

/oo/ oo u-e ou oe

moon rule soup shoe
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/oy/ oy oi

toy coin

(one sound)

oi
OI

Coin /oy/ (one sound)

air
AIR

hair /air/

/air/ air

hair
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(three sounds)

ear
EAR

spear /ear/

earth /er/

bear (air)

/ear/ ear

fear

/air/ air ear

hair bear

/er/ er or ur ir ear

bigger word fur bird earth
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(two sounds)

ure
URE

pure /ure/

injure /er/

/ure/ ure

cure

/er/ er or ur ir ear ure

bigger word fur bird earth figure
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(three sounds)

ea
EA

leaf /ē/

Bread /ĕ/

steak /ā/

/ē/ B M E
e

(even)
ea

(bead)
ee

(tree)
ea

(sea)

/ĕ/ e ea

egg head

/ā/ B M E

a
(apron)

ai
(rain)
ea

(great)

Learning Support, SCIL Team, 0-25 Specialist Teaching and Support Services, Children's Services, CBMDC – July 2024



(one sound)

-ve
-VE

love /v/

/v/ v ve

love
van give
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(one sound)

-ge
-GE

fringe /j/

/j/ j g -ge

jug giant huge

(one sound)

dge
-DGE

bridge /j/

/j/ j g -ge -dge

jug giant huge bridge
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(one sound)

-ce
CE

dance /s/ (one sound)

-se
-SE

nurse /s/

/s/ s c -ss -ce

sun city dress dance

/s/ s c -ss -ce -se

sun city dress dance sense
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(one sound)

gn
GN

gnome /n/

/n/ n gn

net gnat

(one sound)

gh
Gh

ghost /g/

/g/ g gh

gap ghost
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(one sound)

-mb
MB

lamb /m/

/m/ m -mb

mat lamb
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(one sound)

kn
KN

knit /n/

/n/ n gn kn

net gnat knit

(one sound)

wr
WR

wrong /r/

/r/ r wr

rat wrap
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(one sound)

ay
AY

play /ā/

/ā/ B M E

a
(apron)

ai
(rain)
ea

(great)
a-e

(make)

ay
(clay)

(one sound)

aw
AW

claw /or/

/or/ or oa ar oor our aw

fork broad warm door pour draw

Learning Support, SCIL Team, 0-25 Specialist Teaching and Support Services, Children's Services, CBMDC – July 2024



(two sounds)

ey
EY

/ē/ B M E

e
(even)

ea
(bead)
e-e

(these)

ee
(tree)
ea

(sea)
ey

(honey)

/ā/ B M E

a
(apron)

ai
(rain)
ea

(great)
a-e

(make)

ay
(clay)
ey

(obey)

key /ē/

grey /ā/

/ū/ B M E

u
(unit)

u-e
(cube)

ew
(stew)

(two sounds)

ew
EW

chew (oo)

newt /ū/

/oo/ oo u-e ou oe ew

moon rule soup shoe drew
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(two sounds)

ui
UI

fruit /oo/

Build /ĭ/

/oo/ oo u-e ew
ui

moon rule drew
fruit

you could make
a tricky word

card for build or
add to the /ĭ/

/f/ f -ff ph

fox cliff phone

(one sound)

ph
PH

phone /f/
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(two sounds)

ie
IE

field /ē/

pie /ī/

/ē/ B M E
e

(even)
ea

(bead)
e-e

(these)
ie

(field)

ee
(tree)
ea

(sea)

/ī/ B M E

i
(item)

igh
(light)
i-e

(like)
y-e

(type)

igh
(high
ie

(tie)

(two sounds)

ei
EI

ceiling/ē/

reindeer /ā/

/ē/ B M E

e
(even)

ea
(bead)
e-e

(these)
ie

(field)
ei

(seize)

ee
(tree)
ea

(sea)

/ā/ B M E

a
(apron)

ai
(rain)
ea

(great)
a-e

(make)
ei

(veil)

ay
(clay)
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