Education Bradford

Support Service for Deaf Children

Advice for staff working with                                                              Yr Gp.
School 

The above pupil has a hearing loss and wears hearing aids.  They also use a radio aid in lessons which requires the teacher to wear a microphone.

RADIO AID

· The pupil uses a radio aid in order to improve their hearing of the teacher’s voice in the classroom (it helps to overcome the problem of distance and background noise).

· The microphone should be no more than 15-20 cm from your mouth.
· Switch off the microphone when speaking to other students.
· In the event of the radio aid being faulty and they are just wearing hearing aids 

· they need to sit towards the front of the class because hearing aids are only effective up to a distance of 2 metres from the person speaking

· keep background noise to a minimum because hearing aids amplify everything and it is difficult for them to distinguish wanted from unwanted sounds

Classroom Management Strategies 

· Keep spoken input brief: it is tiring to concentrate on listening and lip-reading for long periods

· Try to ensure that the class are quiet before speaking

· They benefit from access to lip-reading so require a good view of the teacher/person speaking. 

· If another pupil makes a contribution to a class discussion it is a good idea for the teacher to repeat/rephrase what has been said.
· Outline the content of the lesson at the beginning.
· Recap the main points of the lesson at the end.
· Write key words / ideas on the blackboard

· Use handouts and visual aids whenever possible

· Check that they have understood the work.  

Sue Marsden

Head of Support Team for Deaf Children
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