
 

 

 

 

 

Top Ten Tips for teaching children with Learning Difficulties 

 

 Classroom Organisation – use clear labels, with pictures if 

necessary, displayed where pupils can see them. Appropriate 

organisational adjustments make for good learning e.g. lighting/ 

seating / resources to hand. 

 Ensure that Learning Objectives and the lesson structure are 

tailored to suit all groups of pupils, taking into account the level 

the child is operating at; e.g. use BSquared to identify accurate 

level; use pictures to support the L.O. 

 Give instructions in small chunks, using language the pupils 

understands – support with visual cues – check by asking the pupil 

to say what it is they have to do – ensure all adults use this 

strategy consistently. 

 Introduce new vocabulary in advance – display visually and spend 

time with pupils using it to talk to each other. Vocabulary baskets 

containing necessary vocabulary are useful. 

 Recording of pupil’s work in a variety of ways: mind maps / photos 

/ voice recording / video /flow charts / lists and so on, with 

appropriate use of ICT. 

 Lessons should be broken up to include brain breaks, with 

continual checking and re-visiting the learning throughout the 



 

 

 

session to develop memory and understanding, not simply a 

plenary at the end of a lesson. 

 Attention should be given to learning styles and the way in which 

pupils learn (are they a grasshopper, a butterfly or a caterpillar!) 

 Use thinking skills strategies to encourage independent learning: 

-which questioning method is used: closed / open 

-Scan / Label / Focus techniques 

-Opportunities to compare, categorise and classify. 

 Meaningful written and oral feedback must be at the pupil’s level 

of understanding. 

 Resources: Make sure that resources are organized and 

accessible to all pupils, and available throughout school until no 

longer needed. 

 


