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	Primary                                        

	Speech (clarity and fluency)

	Name of pupil:               
Age:    years     months
	Date:



	
	Please tick √

as appropriate 

	Speech clarity

	Can be difficult to understand, especially to people who do not know them well 

(although you might find that adults ‘tune in’ to the child’s speech)
	

	Do they:

· miss out part of a word – a sound, group of sounds or syllable;

· substitute one sound for another

· not use some sounds at all

· have difficulties using some sounds. 
· withdraw and internalise frustration 
· externalise frustration and display poor behaviour
· have low self-esteem
	

	Do they find it difficult to:

· hear the difference between some speech sounds

· decode and segment words for reading and spelling

· count out syllables in words

· identify rhyme

· relate phonemes to graphemes
	

	Speech fluency 

	· Block or hesitate with certain words and sounds 
· Repeat sounds, words or parts of phrases “ca ca ca cat”

· Facial / body grimaces

· Prolong sounds; “ddddd dog”

· Avoid certain sounds or words or find an alternative word
	

	Expressive language (speaking)

	They may have poor vocabulary compared to peers
	

	They may use very general words like ‘get’, ‘make’, or ‘thing’ a lot where a more specific word would be appropriate, e.g. ‘I’ve got one of them things to make my pencil write better’
	

	They may have difficulty recalling events in order and with sequencing generally
	

	Word finding difficulties because of weak storage of words. Their spoken language may include lots of gestures, hesitations and ‘um…er…’ while they try to ‘find’ the right word. 
	

	Their difficulties in speaking are likely to be reflected in written work.
	

	Social interaction is affected; they don’t have the language to engage in play, express ideas, clarify breakdowns
	

	What they say may sound immature; “Me like”, “David naughty”
	

	 They may miss out word endings such as plurals and –ing, -ed 
	

	They may miss out the small words in sentences eg. “Where book?”
	

	They may use the wrong words for things for example they might use a word that is related in meaning, e.g. apple instead of pear or a made-up word, e.g. grasscutterer instead of lawnmower or a word that sounds similar, e.g. microphone for microscope.
	

	They might be okay with putting a fairly simple sentence together, but struggle to organise longer strings of information, such as re-telling an event. They may not ‘make repairs’ in their talk when communication breaks down.
	

	Receptive Language (understanding)

	Poor listening skills, especially when part of a large group or listening for a long time – they may find it difficult to sit still and may fidget when listening to whole-class or group information/instructions.


	

	Poor concentration, especially on for verbal tasks. They may be able to concentrate much better on non-verbal activities such as construction tasks, art and design, jigsaws.
	

	Answers to questions are sometimes unrelated or they may remain silent when asked a question. 
	

	Slow to process questions - may not answer questions promptly or may answer a previous question.
	

	Find it difficult to answer longer instructions eg. "please go and get your reading book from the blue box on my desk, turn to page 22 and read the first paragraph"
	

	They may appear to understand instructions but  are often relying on the non-verbal cues eg. watching to see what they peers other children  do and then copying them, following the adult's gestures.

	

	Instructions that are not part of a routine are difficult to follow.
	

	They may ask for lots of repetition " can you say that again? what dId you say?"
	

	They may verbally repeat instructions or processes eg in maths calculations to help them remember what to do.
	

	They are unable to hold, process and recall instructions so may have difficulty starting tasks independently.  
	

	They may appear to be  "in their own world"
	

	Poor understanding may lead to either disruptive behaviour, frustration and anger or acting the clown to mask a lack of understanding.
	

	Or poor understanding may lead to  a child becoming introverted, not joining in discussion or answering questions. 
	

	Difficulty answering questions where the materials are not directly in front of them eg when reading , may be successful at  "where is the caterpillar" but a more abstract questions such as  " why did he have a tummy ache?" is very difficult to answer.
	

	They may have difficulty understanding abstract concept such as time and are more successful where there is a concrete image or object to refer to.
	

	They may find imaginative and role-play difficult  and are better with concrete objects such as small worlds toys that relate to real objects.
	

	Social and functional language

	Poor or inappropriate  eye contact. This may be when speaking or listening. There may be too much eye contact or none at all. 
	

	Difficulties with turn taking evident during activities / tasks or during conversation leading to interruptions or dominating the talk. 
	

	Tends to dominate talk with subjects of their own interest and find it difficult to move away from a particular topic.
	

	Difficulty in understanding non-literal language, jokes or sarcasm 
	

	May respond to some questions literally, eg "Yes" but not performing the request in response to, " Can you pass me a pencil" 
	

	Difficulty in understanding and using the social rules of conversation eg, inappropriate eye contact, distance between others, not adjusting language to the situation.
	

	Difficulty in reading non-verbal communication such as facial expressions.
	

	May not use facial expressions and non-verbal communication themselves and appear un-emotional or 'blank' when speaking
	

	Difficulty in forming and maintaining friendships
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