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Toolbox 
 
This Toolbox has been designed to follow on from the C & L baseline assessment .  
It provides a range of activities for schools to use as the first response in developing 
children’s basic skills for learning. 
 Please try the suggestions given if you are unsure of the next steps after completing the 
baseline and identifying gaps in children’s learning. 
There are links to pages on BSO throughout this document which will be useful for your 
support work. Just click on the link to access further information. 
 
Please remember you can contact your Link Teacher for further advice and support on the 
following number 01274385833. 
 
 
 
 

 

Click on the links below; 

Quality First Teaching  

 

 Top Ten Tips for Quality First Teaching    

 Top Ten Tips for Motor Skills  

 Top Ten Tips for Children with Down Syndrome  

 Top Ten Tips for SLCN  

 Top Ten Tips for Maths  

 Supporting Working Memory Difficulties (Primary)  

 Supporting Working Memory Difficulties (Secondary)  

  

 
 

http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/Learning%20Support%20Service/LD/Ten%20Top%20Tips%20LD2.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Ten%20top%20tips%20for%20motor%20skills.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/20111207%20Down%20Syndrome%20Top%20Ten%20Tips%20(LSS-LD-BR).pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/Learning%20Support%20Service/LD/Top%20Ten%20Tips%20for%20SLCN.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/top%20tips%20for%20number.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Working%20Memory%20strategies%20-%20going%20on%20BSO%20primary.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Working%20Memory%20strategies%20-%20going%20on%20BSO%20senconday.pdf
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Baseline Advice 
 
 

 Contents 
 

1. Observation of reading and writing behaviours. 
 

2. Writing name independently.  
 

3. Activities to promote the development of early learning skills. 
 

4. Letter Sounds and Names Identification, Grapheme 
Recording, Word Reading and HF Word Spelling 

 
5. Numeracy Baseline Activities 

 
6. Motor skills  

 
7. Working Memory 

 
8. Speech and Language 
 

 

 
 



 

Baseline Assessment Toolbox        2014 SEN-C & L                  - 4 - 

 

 
1. Observation of Reading and Writing Behaviours 

 

 Consider Irlen screening as suggested in the baseline guidance  

 A screener may be appropriate if you suspect the child’s difficulties maybe dyslexic 
in nature 

 Consider motor coordination screening and activities as in section 6 
 
 

 
2. Writing name independently 

                                                                                                                      
Daily activities 

 Tracing name  

 Tracking name 

 Stencil name 

  Find name hidden around room 

  Paint name on paper 

  Make it from playdough, pastry, in glittery letters 

  On the computer 

  In tactile letters 

  Make labels for possessions 

  Dot to dot name 

  Write it on the playground in water 

  Hide the letters in the sand tray 

  Use wooden letters 

  Magnet letters each morning to construct names on entry to room 

  Make a template of the name for child to fill with letters 

  Make a jigsaw of the name 
 

3 Activities to promote the development of early learning skills. 

 
                                                                                                                      
 

 

 Play colour matching games with a colour dice 

 Dominoes 

 The house that Jack built 

 Play snap with colours 

 Sort shapes and sorting toys according to colour 

 Find objects in the room to match a given colour 

 Have colour of the week and bring things in of that colour 

 Activity cards  for colour walks around the building, room, playground 

 Set a table with coloured crockery and cutlery  

 Sorting objects to match an initial sound 
 

Make a busy box of activities linked to the skills below                              
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 Pairs games 

 Snap 

 Matching games for letters/ words  

 Posting letters into boxes   

 Tracing letter formation 

 Alphabet jigsaws 

 Assorted jigsaws  

 Domino games 

 Wordsearches etc. 

 Label objects around the room 
 

Phonological awareness activities  

 Matching sounds 

 I spy 

 Sounds bingo 

 Feely bag of objects to identify initial/ final sound 

 Clapping syllables 

 Rhyming activities 

 Alliteration activities –silly sentences 

 Identify where sounds are in words, beginning, middle, end 

 I pad apps e.g. Alphabet Ninja, Alphabet Rap 
 

4. Letter Sounds and Names Identification, Grapheme Recording, 
Word Reading and HF Word Spelling - from Baseline Assessment. 
 
Problems can be addressed by using alphabet arc work, precision teaching and also the 20/20 
reading programme.  

  Contact your Link Teacher for advice if necessary. 
 

How to use the Multi-Probe for Precision Teaching 

The Multi-Probe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Instructions%20for%20using%20the%20multi-probe.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/multiprobe%20for%20precision%20teaching.xls
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5. Numeracy Baseline Activities                                              
 

The vocabulary of Maths is often very challenging for children and it is always worthwhile explaining 
terms and giving children visual word mats to help them remember what words and concepts mean. 
 

Counting. 

 Sing songs, counting rhymes 

 Count objects in class, around school, pencils in pots,milk cartons, steps down the 
corridor, in the playground etc 

 Wherever possible use practical activities 

 Use Numicon, match and count pegs into the plates 

 Count together, gradually reduce adult support, alternate numbers, adult stops 
counting and child continues, child starts from a given number etc 

 Have a sorting tray with a number in the middle and child matches correct number 
of objects 

 Number mats to jump on 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Identifying numbers. 

 Adult models numbers laid out in correct order, child matches numbers 

 Gradually reduce the scaffold and encourage the child to put in more of the 
numbers independently 

 Put numbers in a feely bag to identify 

 Write numbers in sand, glitter, chalk, salt, with water in a squeezy bottle on the 
playground 

 Hide numbers around the room for a child to find 

 Play Bingo, snap 

 Do number jigsaws, put pegs in number pegboards 

 Make a book of numbers, use stampers to put the correct number of pictures with 
the numeral 

 Make numbers with playdough, biscuit cutters 

 Partially mask a number and see if the child can guess which number it is 

 Dot to dot activities 

 Order magnetic numbers each morning as the child arrives in class. 

 Match Numicon plates to numbers 

 Make a  bead "stringalong" of each number and match to numeral 

 Shake a dice and match the dots to a number 

 Make a book of each number eg  3 what does it look like, how to 
write it, cut and stick or stamp pictures for the number 

 Hopscotch 
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 Recording numbers. 

 Have a number strip on the table for reference 

 Put a dot in the number to show where to start recording, have a rhyme for each 
number eg 5" go down his neck, round his big fat tummy and put his hat on" 

 Tracing numbers 

 Wax crayon rubbings of numbers 

 Write the number in glue and sprinkle with sand, salt, glitter etc 

 The child can make his own set of numbers in different styles  

 Tracking activities 

 Find the odd one out activities 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1-1 correspondence  

 Put spoons in cups, straws in milk, flowers in vases  

 Give milk/fruit to children 1 each 

 Lay a table for a given number of children 

 Have a sorting tray with a number in the middle and the child chooses the right 
number of different objects to put in the tray 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adding and subtracting 
 

 The concept of more needs to be explored for addition and less for subtraction. 
These need to be taught separately 

 All work needs to be practical wherever possible, use cubes to show more/less and 
numicon is very visual. Ordering quantities can be done too 

 Once more/less is established the process of adding or subtracting needs to taught 
using apparatus 

 Talk through the process and do it physically. 

 Then ask the child to talk you through it 

 Once they can do this you can think about recording 

 Work with low numbers at first and only move to bigger numbers once a 
child is successful with these 
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Below are some games and resources you may find useful. 

Ten Top Tips for Maths 

Maths Ideas with Playing Cards and Dice 

Maths Games to Play with a Pack of Cards 

Rhyme to teach number bonds to 10 

 

Addacus: This is a structured programme that can be delivered on a one-to-one basis or in small 

groups. Follow the link for more information. If you require training using the Addacus programme, 

please contact your link teacher. 

Numicon Programmes: These are resources that can be incorporated into maths teaching or used as 

an individual programme. Follow the link for more information 

The Dyscalculia Toolkit by Ronit Bird: This is a tool kit with practical activities to teach key 

mathematical concepts. 

Plus 1 and the Power of 2: These books teach early maths skills and may be used as part of an 

individualised programme. 

Dynamo Maths: This is an online programme programme designed for pupils with dyscalculia or 

maths difficulties. 

Catch-Up Numeracy: Teaching Assistants need to be trained to deliver this course. The programme 

is a structured approach to teaching key number concepts. Contact Nicola Robinson, Beth Roberts 

or Nicola Gaunt for more information about this programme.  

 
ICT. 

 Explore "Sebran" a free programme suitable for the above maths activities. 

 Education City. 

 Number Shark 

 I-pad apps,eg alphabet ninja, alphabet rap, splingo, little digits. 

 coolmath4kids.com 

 www.primarygames.com/maths.php 

 ixlmaths.com 

 www.bbc.co.uk  (4-11yrs) 

 www.kidsmathgamesonline.com 

 www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 

 mathletics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/top%20tips%20for%20number.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/maths%20ideas%20with%20playing%20cards%20dice.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Games%20to%20play%20with%20a%20pack%20of%20playing%20cards.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Number%20Bonds%20to%2010%20Rhyme.doc
http://www.addacus.co.uk/index.php
http://www.numicon.com/Index.aspx
http://www.ronitbird.com/
http://www.powerof2.co.uk/
http://www.dynamomaths.co.uk/
http://www.catchup.org/CatchUpNumeracy/IntroducingCatchUpNumeracy.aspx
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/


 

Baseline Assessment Toolbox        2014 SEN-C & L                  - 9 - 

 
6. Motor skills  

 
Fine and gross motor skill activities are available in Jungle Journey, Take Ten, Madeleine 
Portwoods Developmental Dyspraxia book, the LDA catalogue and Bradfords Motor Skills 
Activities Programme by Paula Derry, free on BSO. 

 Ten Top Tips for Motor Skills Difficulties.  

 “Write from the start” and “Speed Up” are KS1 and KS2 support programmes for 

handwriting. 
 
Activities for Developing Fine Motor Skills 

 Model making with Lego, Meccano etc  

 Building bricks, blocks 

 Finger games; Incy Wincy Spider, Here is the church, nursery rhymes etc 

 3D models using clay, playdough, plasticine, junk material 

 Rolling worms/snakes out of dough etc. pinch small pieces off using thumb and first  
finger 

 Making letters, shapes with pipe cleaners, wikki sticks etc. 

 Negotiating simple mazes with finger then pencil. 

 Scribblings 

 Tracing  

 Threading and lacing activities                                                     

 Sky writing, making shapes in air with hand, finger etc.  

 Cutting out- lines, curves,fringes, zig zags and more difficult shapes 

 Picking up small items such as marbles, dried peas and beads with fingers/tweezers 

 Trace round templates of geometric shapes with finger then pencil 

 Picture and pattern making with finger paints, crayons, jumbo pencils 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Draw patterns and shapes in salt, sand and glitter 

 Sewing binca with large needles and thread                                                      

 Dot to dot pictures      

 Playing games with small pieces, dominoes, jenga, draughts, solitaire 

 Card games- snap, pairs etc 

 Practice buttons and tying laces 

 Make pictures/shapes with Hama beads. 

 Tracking exercises using straight lines initially eg a path from a gate to a house. 
Gradually reduce the width and introduce curves and zigzags. 

 Do this with a stick in sand 
 
 

 

 

http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Ten%20top%20tips%20for%20motor%20skills.pdf
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 Make joined  patterns of UUUU VVVV WWWW MMMM nnnnnn 

 Use blackboard, whiteboard, i pad, sugar paper taped to wall, floor, 
playground. Use a squeezy bottle of water on the playground. Use 
finger paint, large paint brushes on the playground etc. 

 All patterns should be large and verbalised eg" up down and round". If difficulty is 
experienced try drawing an outline in chalk to follow or make the shape in ropes and ask 
the child to walk, hop, run round it. 

 Create a "hand gym" in a shoe box for the child to play with. Use a stress ball, pegs, 
squeezy toys, pop it beads, bulldog clips etc. Allow the child to use whole hand and  
pincer grip etc. 

 Popping bubble wrap 

 Scrunching up sheets of newspaper into a ball with one hand 

 Warm up the muscles before writing see” Speed Up” 

 Use varied pencil grips and pens and try a writing slope 
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7. Working Memory – classroom strategies 
 

 Play memory games ( “I went to the supermarket and I bought”, “Kim’s game”, 
Pelmanism, Mark & Katy Hill books on visual/auditory memory) 

 Give extra processing time when answering questions – but be aware that if they forget 
the answer they will probably be unable to retrieve it. 

 Encourage child to make notes, repeat key information verbally, explain back what they 
have to do 

 Break information down into smaller “chunks” – keep instructions short and check 
understanding 

 Provide visual prompts – pictures, diagrams, photographs, etc 

 Ensure child can link to prior learning – show the ‘big picture’ and provide context 

 Use mind-mapping approach (see Tony Buzan books) 

 www.thinkbuzan.com will give a free download of mindmap software 

 Dictaphones, easi-speaks – child or teacher records next 
     instruction, sentence to be written etc 

 Ensure child’s seating position gives them good access to the  
     teacher and resources to support memory eg working wall,  
     interactive displays etc 

 Provide practical resources (on their table if needed)  to reduce memory overload eg 
word mats, numberlines, writing frames, alphabet, letter formation, sentence starters, 
key vocabulary spellings etc 

 Provide step-by-step guides to help them complete activities 

 Use rule cards – eg for learning how to carry out a maths calculation 

 WAGOLL – provide examples of what they are aiming for eg “What a good one looks 
like” 

 Pre-teach subject specific vocabulary and supply them as a word-bank for reference 
during lesson 

 Display visual support for key concepts which teacher and children refer to regularl 

 Supply checklists to help with personal organisation – eg Monday – PE kit, Tuesday – 
spellings etc 

 Teach children how to use personal memory aids eg mnemonics, rhymes 

 Make QF teaching visual and practical 

 Supporting Working Memory Difficulties (Primary)  

 Supporting Working Memory Difficulties (Secondary)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.thinkbuzan.com/
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Working%20Memory%20strategies%20-%20going%20on%20BSO%20primary.pdf
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Working%20Memory%20strategies%20-%20going%20on%20BSO%20senconday.pdf
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9. Speech and Language  

 

Primary Checklist 

Secondary Checklist 

QFT Strategies for SLCN 

Top Ten Tips for SLCN  

 
Speech 

 Hearing and sight check 

 Ensure child is seated near, and facing the speaker 

 Respond to what the child says and not how they say it 

 Repeat what the child says correctly so the child hears good examples 

 Don’t pretend to understand, ask the child to show you by using gestures or 
drawing 

 
Expressive language 
 

 Wait! Allow the child at least 10 seconds processing time 

 Teach  vocabulary 

 Ask open ended questions eg "what did you do at the weekend?" rather than" did 
you go swimming on Sunday?" 

 Provide opportunities across the curriculum to speak in groups with good peer role 
models 

 Play ‘barrier games’. 

 Provide real objects and/or visual resources to promote vocabulary development 

 Experiential learning opportunities ie visits, trips and practical activities 

 Develop partnerwork in class, talk to partner before putting hand up 
 
Receptive language 

 Use language at the appropriate level of the child 

 Check for understanding, ‘tell me what you have to do’, “show me what you have to 
do”. 

 Provide visual/concrete resources to support understanding 

 Pre teach subject specific/topic related vocabulary/ concepts. Do not assume that 
words are understood. 

 Have illustrated word mats available, subject specific if necessary. 
 
Social and functional 

 Visual cue cards to reinforce social communication: good listening, good looking, 
good turn taking 

 Use the child’s name before speaking to them, make eye contact or have a sign to 
prompt their attention. 

 Provide opportunities for talking pairs, rule based games, group challenges and role 
play 

 Only accept language that is relevant to the conversation and audience don`t over 
elaborate your language. 

 

http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/SLCN/primary%20checklist%20FINAL.doc
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/secondary%20checklist.doc
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/LDteam/Quality%20First%20Teaching%20Strategies%20for%20Speech%20and%20language%20catherine%20updated.doc
http://bso.bradford.gov.uk/userfiles/file/Learning%20Support%20Service/LD/Top%20Ten%20Tips%20for%20SLCN.pdf

