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Dyslexia Guidance for Schools  

If you suspect a pupil may have dyslexia, there are a number of things you can do in school before calling your 

specialist teacher. 

The first step is to have a conversation with parents in order to find out as much background information as 

possible.  This will provide school with a family context.  You will need to find out if there is any other family 

member with literacy difficulties and establish when the child reached their early milestones such as walking and 

talking.  Essentially, you are building up a complete picture of the child’s development and progress. 

Next you should carry out the following school based observations of the key literacy elements.  This is good for all 

children who are struggling with literacy. 

Reading and Comprehension 

 Do they like reading? 

 Do they understand the concept of print? 

 Can they read? 

 Do they have any sight vocabulary – can they recognise and read any whole words? 

 Do they know the letters sounds – can they match letters to sounds and sounds to letters? 

 Are they reliant on phonetic decoding?  

 Can they track print accurately – do they need to use their finger to follow the sentence? 

 Do they omit words, misread or substitute words? 

 Do they understand what they read? 

 Do they appear to read well but without understanding? 

 Can they remember what they read or what is read to them? 

 Have they had their eyes checked recently? 

Writing and Spelling 

Get the child to do an independent piece of writing.  They should write about something familiar to them for about 5 

minutes.  This could be themselves, their family, a special toy, favourite game, sport, hobby etc.  You can talk about 

it with them for a few minutes beforehand.   

From their writing you can then deduce the following: 

 Can they mechanically write – are the letters formed correctly, do they use a cursive script, do they space 

words appropriately, are there persistent reversals after the age of 7. 

 Can they read their writing back? 

 Are they slow writers? 

 Can they plan and organise their ideas?  

 Are there consistent spelling errors - Can they spell irregular words but not phonic words and vice-versa? 

Once you have identified a weakness provide activities to teach the specific skill. 
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There are some formal school-based assessments that are easy to administer and will give more information about 

the pupil’s learning profile. 

There are ICT screening tools such as:  

 GL Assessment Dyslexia Screener 

 Lucid COPS or Lucid Rapid  

These are not diagnostic tools.  They are designed to give indications of possible dyslexic traits. 

There are also standardised Reading Tests (Single Word Reading and Reading Comprehension), Spelling Tests and 
Phonological Awareness Tests which can be used in school.  If you use these tests in school we would recommend 
that you discuss your results with your link teacher who can help you analyse the scores. Together you can plan an 
intervention based on the results and the observations.   This can also help to form the basis for I.E.P targets. At 
every stage of your work with a child in your school, you must keep the parent/carer involved. 

Whatever intervention is planned it needs to be structured, cumulative and multi-sensory. Your link teacher can 
provide advice and ideas for this.  Please see our Quality -1st CPD brochure for our courses on Dyslexia. 

 
 

 


